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which is used by the public to submit

a complaint under this program. This
form is available for download from the
USPTO Web site. Use of this form is not
mandatory as long as the complaint
includes the necessary information and
is clearly marked as a complaint filed
under the Inventors’ Rights Act. There
is no associated form for responses to
the complaints.

In September 2002, OMB approved a
change worksheet that decreased the
burden for this information collection
due to the USPTO receiving fewer
complaints and responses to the
complaints than previously estimated.
This information collection includes
personal information that is subject to
the Privacy Act of 1974.

II. Method of Collection

By mail, facsimile, or hand delivery to
the USPTO.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0651-0044.
Form Number(s): PTO/SB/2048.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; businesses or other for-
profits; and not-for-profit institutions.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
100 responses per year.

Estimated Time Per Response: The
USPTO estimates that it will take the
public approximately 15 minutes (0.25
hours) to gather the necessary
information, prepare the form, and
submit the complaint to the USPTO.
The USPTO also estimates that it will
take an invention promoter or
promotion firm approximately 30
minutes (0.5 hours) to prepare and
submit a response to a complaint.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Burden Hours: 38 hours per year.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Cost Burden: $4,790 per year. The
USPTO expects that complaints will be
prepared by paraprofessionals or
independent inventors at an estimated
rate of $30 per hour. The USPTO
expects that the responses to the
complaints will be prepared either by
attorneys or by invention promoters.
Using the average of the professional
rate of $252 per hour for associate
attorneys in private firms and the
estimated rate of $100 per hour for
invention promoters, the USPTO
estimates that the average rate for
preparing the responses to the
complaints will be $176 per hour.
Therefore, the respondent cost burden
for this collection will be $4,790 per
year.

Et?rt]iqngafgerd Estimated Estimated

Item response annual annual bur-

(in minutes) responses den hours
Complaint Regarding INVENtION PrOMOLET ........coiiiiiiiiiieeiiiie ettt e e st e e snbae e e sneaee e e 15 50 13
ReSpoNSes t0 the COMPIAINTS .....c.uiiiiiiiieie e e e e s s e e nannas 30 50 25
10 ] - | SRUUPROUUS BUROUUPPRRPNY 100 38

Estimated Total Annual Non-hour
Respondent Cost Burden: $37. There are
no capital start-up or maintenance costs
or filing fees associated with this
information collection. However, the
public may incur postage costs when
submitting a complaint or a response to
a complaint by mail to the USPTO. The
USPTO estimates that the first-class
postage cost for a mailed complaint or
response to a complaint will be 37
cents, for a total non-hour respondent
cost burden in the form of postage costs
of $37 per year.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, e.g., the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized or
included in the request for OMB

approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 24, 2003.
Susan K. Brown,

Records Officer, USPTO, Office of Data
Architecture and Services, Data
Administration Division.

[FR Doc. 03—10703 Filed 4-30-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Requirements for Patent Applications
Containing Nucleotide Sequence and/
or Amino Acid Sequence Disclosures

ACTION: Proposed collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTQO), as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on the continuing information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104—
13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before June 30, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Susan K. Brown, Records Officer,
Office of Data Architecture and
Services, Data Administration Division,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Suite
310, 2231 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
22202; by telephone at (703) 308—7400;
or by electronic mail at
susan.brown@uspto.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Robert J. Spar,
Director, Office of Patent Legal
Administration, USPTO, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450; by
telephone at (703) 308-5107; or by
electronic mail at bob.spar@uspto.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The requirements for submitting
nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence
disclosures as part of a patent
application are outlined in 37 CFR
1.821-1.825. The rules of practice
require patent applicants to submit
these sequence listings in a standard
international format that is consistent
with World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) Standard ST.25
(1998). Sequence listings may be
submitted for both national and
international patent applications.
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The USPTO uses the sequence listings
during the examination process to
determine the patentability of the
associated patent application. Sequence
listings are also disclosed as part of the
published patent application or issued
patent. Sequence listings that are
extremely long (more than 600K or
approximately 300 typed pages) are
published only in electronic form and
are available to the public on the
USPTO sequence data web page.

Patent applications that contain
nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence
disclosures must include a copy of the
sequence listing in accordance with the
requirements in 37 CFR 1.821-1.825.
Previously, the rules of practice
required applicants to submit a paper
copy of the sequence listing as the
official archival copy. Due to the
recognition that the submission of
massive paper versions of extremely
long sequence listings was a significant
burden on applicants and the USPTO
and of minimal utility for examination
purposes, the USPTO amended the rules
of practice in a Final Rule Notice
published in the Federal Register on
September 8, 2000, entitled ‘“Changes to
Implement the Patent Business Goals”
(Vol. 65, No. 175), to allow the official
copy of the sequence listing under 37
CFR 1.821(c) to be submitted either in
paper or on compact disc (CD).

Under 37 CFR 1.821(e), applicants
must also submit a copy of the sequence
listing in “computer readable form”
(CRF) with a statement indicating that
the CRF copy of the sequence listing is
identical to the official paper or CD
copy required by 1.821(c). If an
applicant later submits an amendment
to the paper or CD copy of the sequence

listing, a new CRF copy of the amended
listing must also be submitted.

Applicants may submit the CRF copy
of the sequence listing to the USPTO on
CD, as provided in 37 CFR 1.824.
Sequence listings may also be filed
electronically using the Electronic
Filing System (EFS) software developed
by the USPTO for secure transmission of
patent applications and related
documents over the Internet. Applicants
may use EFS to file a sequence listing
electronically with a patent application
or subsequent to a previously filed
application.

There are no paper forms associated
with the collection of sequence
information filed with a patent
application. Applicants who submit
sequence listings electronically using
EFS must complete the electronic
transmittal forms provided within the
electronic submission software provided
by the USPTO. If a sequence listing is
filed via EFS subsequent to a previously
filed application, the CRF copy may be
submitted electronically but the
applicant must also mail a paper or CD
copy of the sequence listing to the
USPTO along with a statement
indicating that the paper or CD copy
and the CRF copy are identical.

In November 2001, OMB approved a
change worksheet that increased the
burden for this information collection
due to increases in patent application
filings involving nucleotide and amino
acid sequence listings. However,
although the total number of annual
responses for this collection increased,
the proportion of these responses that
were submitted electronically was lower
than originally estimated.

II. Method of Collection

By mail, hand delivery, or
electronically over the Internet to the
USPTO.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0651-0024.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; businesses or other for-
profits; not-for-profit institutions; farms;
the Federal Government; and state, local
or tribal governments.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
23,750 responses per year.

Estimated Time Per Response: The
USPTO estimates that it will take the
public approximately 1 hour and 20
minutes (1.33 hours) to gather the
necessary information, prepare the
paper sequence listing, and submit it to
the USPTO. For sequence listings
prepared on CD, the USPTO estimates
that it will take the public
approximately 1 hour to prepare and
submit the sequence listing. For
submissions filed electronically using
EFS, the USPTO estimates that it will
take the public approximately 10
minutes (0.17 hours) to prepare and
submit the sequence listing.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Burden Hours: 29,856 hours per year.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Cost Burden: $895,680 per year. The
USPTO expects that the information in
this collection will be prepared by
paraprofessionals at an estimated rate of
$30 per hour. Therefore, the USPTO
estimates that the respondent cost
burden for this collection will be
$895,680 per year.

Estimated an- | Estimated an-
Item Estimated time for response nual nual burden
responses hours
Sequence Listing in Application (PaPer) ........cccceeeieeeiiieeniiie e 1.33 hours 18,880 25,110
Sequence Listing in Application (CD) ........ccccvevveineennennn. 1hour .oooeevninns 4,720 4,720
Electronic Sequence Listing in Application (EFS) 10 minutes 150 26
Lo = LT T T TSP BT PP O PP PPV PPTPUPOT 23,750 29,856

Estimated Total Annual Non-hour
Respondent Cost Burden: $50,598 per
year. There are no maintenance costs or
filing fees associated with this
collection. There is no separate filing fee
for submitting a sequence listing as part
of a patent application. The USPTO also
provides PatentIn authoring software for
creating the sequence listing in the
proper format, which may be
downloaded at no cost from the USPTO
Web site. However, this collection does

have annualized costs in the form of
capital start-up costs, recordkeeping
costs, and postage costs.

There are capital start-up costs
associated with submitting sequence
listings to the USPTO on CD. Producing
a CD requires additional hardware,
software, and supplies, including a CD
drive capable of recording onto CD
media (a “CD burner”), CD recording
software, blank recordable CD (CD-R)
media, cases and labels for the CDs, and
a padded mailing envelope for shipping.

The cost of a CD burner is
approximately $200, depending on the
speed and type of PC connection.
Commercial software for recording CDs
retails for approximately $100, although
basic CD recording software is typically
included with the CD burner. The cost
of blank CD-R media with plastic cases
is approximately $10 for 10 blank CDs,
and the cost of software and supplies for
labeling CDs is approximately $20.
Padded mailing envelopes for safely
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shipping the CDs cost approximately
$12 for a package of 12. The total capital
start-up cost for this collection is $342
per year.

Applicants who submit sequence
listings on CD may also incur
recordkeeping costs. The USPTO
advises applicants to retain a back-up
copy of CD submissions and associated
documentation for their records. The
USPTO estimates that it will take
applicants 5 minutes to produce a back-
up CD copy and 2 minutes to print
copies of documentation, for a total of
7 minutes (0.12 hours) to make a back-
up copy of the CD submission. The
USPTO estimates that approximately
4,720 CD submissions will be received
per year, for a total of 566 hours (4,720
responses multiplied by 0.12 hours).
The USPTO expects that these back-up
copies will be prepared by
paraprofessionals at an estimated rate of
$30 per hour, for a total recordkeeping
cost of $16,980 per year.

Customers may incur postage costs
when submitting a sequence listing to
the USPTO by mail. The USPTO
estimates that the average first-class
postage cost for a mailed sequence
listing submission on paper or CD will
be $1.41 and that 23,600 sequence
listings will be mailed to the USPTO per
year. The total postage cost for this
collection is $33,276 per year.

The total non-hour respondent cost
burden for this collection in the form of
capital start-up costs and postage costs
is $50,598 per year.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, e.g., the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 23, 2003.
Susan K. Brown,

Records Officer, USPTO, Office of Data
Architecture and Services, Data
Administration Division.

[FR Doc. 03—10704 Filed 4—-30-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

[OMB Control No. 9000-0079]

Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Submission for OMB Review;
Corporate Aircraft Costs

AGENCIES: Department of Defense (DOD),
General Services Administration (GSA),
and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

ACTION: Notice of request for public
comments regarding an extension to an
existing OMB clearance (9000—-0079).

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. chapter 35), the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR)
Secretariat has submitted to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) a
request to review and approve an
extension of a currently approved
information collection requirement
concerning corporate aircraft costs. A
request for public comments was
published in the Federal Register at 68
FR 11537, on March 11, 2003. No
comments were received.

Public comments are particularly
invited on: Whether this collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of functions of the FAR,
and whether it will have practical
utility; whether our estimate of the
public burden of this collection of
information is accurate, and based on
valid assumptions and methodology;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways in which we can
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, through the use of appropriate
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
DATES: Submit comments on or before
June 2, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments,
including suggestions for reducing this
burden to: FAR Desk Officer, OMB,
Room 10102, NEOB, Washington, DC
20503, and a copy to the General

Services Administration, FAR
Secretariat (MVA), 1800 F Street, NW.,
Room 4035, Washington, DC 20405.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Edward Loeb, Acquisition Policy
Division, GSA, (202) 501-0650.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Purpose

Government contractors that use
company aircraft must maintain logs of
flights containing specified information
to ensure that costs are properly charged
against Government contracts and that
directly associated costs of unallowable
activities are not charged to such
contracts.

B. Annual Reporting Burden

Number of Respondents: 3,000.

Responses Per Respondent: 1.

Total Responses: 3,000.

Average Burden Per Response: 6
hours.

Total Burden Hours: 18,000.

Obtaining Copies of Proposals:
Requesters may obtain a copy of the
information collection documents from
the General Services Administration,
FAR Secretariat (MVP), Room 4035,
Washington, DC 20405, telephone (202)
208-7312. Please cite OMB Control No.
9000-0079, Corporate Aircraft Costs, in
all correspondence.

Dated: April 25, 2003.
Laura G. Smith,
Director, Acquisition Policy Division.
[FR Doc. 03-10706 Filed 4-30-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6820-EP—P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Availability of the Feasibility Study and
Proposed Plan for the St. Louis North
County Site for Public Review and
Comment

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The St. Louis District, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), in
consultation with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), proposes to cleanup
contaminants at the St. Louis North
County Site resulting from uranium
manufacturing and processing activities
conducted during the early years of the
nation’s atomic energy program. This
site is one of several being addressed
under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act (CERCLA).
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