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use of data communication applications
for transference of safety of flight
information. In addition, aircraft
operators have long realized the benefit
of the use of data link communication
applications for conveyance of
Aeronautical Operational Control (AOC)
and Aeronautical Communications
(AAQ).

Fundamental accident/incident
investigative needs require sufficient
information to accurately reconstruct an
accident/incident scenario. Investigative
authorities have identified shortcomings
in the ability of aircraft systems to
record information needed to determine
the cause of accidents and other
reportable occurrences. One of the
specific shortcomings is the lack of
airborne capacity for onboard recording
of data link messages in crash-
survivable memory. Thus, recording
data communication information in
crash-survivable memory provides
investigative authorities a necessary and
useful tool for post accident/incident
reconstruction.

How To Obtain Copies

A copy of the proposed AC may be
obtained via the Internet, at http://
www.airweb.faa.gov/rgl or by contacting
the person listed in the section titled
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 16,
2003.

Susan J. M. Cabler,

Deputy Manager, Aircraft Engineering
Division, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 03—10049 Filed 4—22-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

High Density Traffic Airports; slot
Allocation and Transfer Method

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of waiver of the slot
usage requirement.

SUMMARY: This action announces a
waiver of the minimum slot usage
requirement for slots and slot
exemptions at the three high density
traffic airports for the period March 19,
2003 through October 25, 2003.

EFFECTIVE DATE: April 18, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lorelei Peter, Operations and Air Traffic
Law Branch, Regulations Division,
Office of the Chief Counsel, AGC-220,
Federal Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenues, SW.,

Washington, DC 20591; telephone
number 202—-267-3134.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The High Density Traffic Airports
Rule, or “High Density rule,” 14 CFR
part 93, subpart K, was promulgated in
1968 to reduce delays at five congested
airports: John F. Kennedy International
Airport (JFK), LaGuardia, O’Hare
International Airport (O’Hare), Ronald
Reagan Washington National airport
(Reagan National) and Newark
International Airport (33 FR 17896;
December 3, 1968). The regulation
limits the number of instrument flight
rule (IFR) operations at each airport,
during certain hours of the day. It
provides for the allocation to carriers of
operational authority, in the form of a
“slot,” for each IFR takeoff or landing
during a specific 30- or 60-minute
period. The restrictions at Newark were
lifted in the early 1970s. The restrictions
at O’Hare were lifted in 2002.

Statement of Policy

The regulations governing slots and
slot allocation provide that any slot not
utilized at least 80 percent of the time
over a 2-month period shall be recalled
by the FAA (14 CFR 93.227(a)).
Additionally, paragraph (j) of that
section provides that the Chief Counsel
may waive the slot usage requirement in
the event of a highly unusual and
unpredictable condition that is beyond
the control of the slot holder and exists
for more than nine days (14 CFR
93.227(j)). These two provisions are also
applicable to slot exemptions.

Over the last several weeks, the FAA
has received inquiries from several
domestic and foreign carriers
concerning applicability of the slot
usage requirements in view of the
military action in Iraq and its impact on
the airline industry. By letter dated
March 28, 2003, the Air Transport
Association of America (ATA) requested
that the FAA waive the minimum slot
usage requirements for the period March
19, 2003 through December 31, 2003.
Midway Airlines endorsed this request.
A number of countries with slot
controlled airports have suspended their
respective usage requirements for part
or all of the period from mid-March
through the end of the summer
scheduling season, October 2003.

ATA and individual carriers state that
many carriers have taken measures to
adjust both domestic and international
flight schedules in response to decrease
passenger demand and increased
operating costs. These measure include
the suspension or cancellation of some
flights, especially those in markets

where a carrier operates multiple
services, changes in frequency, changes
to equipment type on certain routes, and
relaxation of certain fare restrictions in
order to stimulate passenger bookings.
These changes were implemented by
certain carriers on a system-wide basis
and not limited to operations at the high
density traffic airports. Many of these
changes to date are on a month-to-
month basis as an immediate reaction to
conditions following the onset of the
war in Iraq. It is likely, however, that
carriers will need to continue to adjust
capacity to meet demand over the next
few months and this may preclude the
full utilization of allocated slots and slot
exemptions for a number of carriers.

The FAA finds that the current
operating conditions described above
meet the criteria for granting a waiver
from the minimum slot usage
requirement set forth in 14 CFR Section
93.227(a). The FAA will waive the
minimum usage requirement for all slots
and slot exemptions at the high density
traffic airports for the period of March
19, 2003 through April 30, 2003. This
covers the initial period following the
beginning of the military action in Iraq
when many carriers cancelled or
adjusted flights. Carriers are not
required to provide the FAA with
advance notice of underutilized slots or
slot exemption during that period.

In addition, the FAA will waive the
minimum usage requirement for all slots
and slot exemptions for the period of
May 1, 2003 through October 25, 2003,
provided that the carrier temporarily
returns to the FAA any slot or slot
exemption that will not be used by the
carrier. Thus, if a carrier has not
scheduled a slot or slot exemption for at
least 80 percent usage, then the carrier
must return the slot in advance for the
portion of time that it will not be using
the slot, i.e. for entire summer season,
or for two weeks, or for certain
frequencies, etc. or the usage
requirement will apply. Any carrier that
chooses to temporarily return slots or
slot exemptions to the FAA between
now and October 25, 2003, may do so
without jeopardizing the permanent loss
of the slots or slot exemptions.

In the bi-monthly slot usage reports
required by 14 CFR 93.227(i), slot
holders/operators should indicate
whether a flight was scheduled to
operate in an allocated slot or slot
exemption and indicate the flight
actually operated. Any slots or slot
exemptions covered by his waiver
should not be listed as flown unless a
flight actually operated.

There may be some carriers seeking to
add service or make changes to
scheduled flight times that affect their
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slot holdings at an airport. Carriers are
reminded that the slot transfer
provisions may be used to transfer
unused slots to other carriers and that
slots may be returned to the FAA for
temporary reallocation. We encourage
carriers to use existing regulatory
mechanisms rather than rely on this
waiver. Slot exemptions cannot be sold,
leased or otherwise transferred. If
carriers determine that they will not use
their slot exemptions, they are
encouraged to return them to the FAA
so that they may be reallocated to other
eligible carriers. The FAA intends to use
temporarily returned slots to
accommodate short-term requests for
additional slots or schedule
adjustments. In order to meet as many
of those needs as possible, the FAA
requests that carriers returning slots or
slot exemptions under this waiver
provide as much advance notice as
practical.

Also, the FAA notes that international
slots are not subject to the same
minimum slot usage requirements as
domestic slots. The slot regulations
provide that international slots must be
returned to the FAA if they will not be
used for more than a 2-week period.
(See CFR 93.217(3)). Historic allocation
priority for subsequent scheduling
seasons is granted based on actual
operations. For the period of March 19,
2003 through October 25, 2003, the FAA
will treat as operated any international
slot allocated during that period
provided that it was either actually
operated by the carrier or returned to
the FAA for the period it will not be
used. Carriers meeting these conditions
will be granted historic status for the
corresponding winter 2003 and summer
2004 scheduling seasons.

Lastly, the FAA will continue to
monitor operations at the high density
traffic airports during the period of this
waiver. Carriers are advised to contact
the FAA on an individual basis under
the provisions of 14 CFR 93.227(j) if
further relief is necessary beyond the
duration of this policy.

Issued in Washington, DC on April 18,
2003.

James W. Whitlow,

Deputy Chief Counsel.

[FR Doc. 03—10032 Filed 4-18-03; 12:39 pm]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Intent To Rule on Application
To Impose and Use the Revenue From
a Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) at
Tupelo Regional Airport, Tupelo, MS

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of intent to rule on
application.

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to rule and
invites public comment on the
application to impose and use the
revenue from a PFC at Tupelo Regional
Airport under the provisions of the
Aviation Safety and Capacity Expansion
Act of 1990 (Title IX of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990)
(Pub. L. 101-508) and part 158 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 158).

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 23, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Comments on this
application may be mailed or delivered
in triplicate to the FAA at the following
address: Jackson Airports District Office,
100 West Cross Street, Jackson, MS
39208.

In addition, one copy of any
comments submitted to the FAA must
be mailed or delivered to Terry
Anderson, Executive Director of the
Tupelo Regional Airport Authority at
the following address: Mr. Terry L.
Anderson, Executive Director, Tupelo
Airport Authority, 2704 West Jackson
Street, Tupelo, MS 38801.

Air carriers and foreign air carriers
may submit copies of written comments
previously provided to the Tupelo
Regional Airport Authority under
§158.23 of part 158.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Shumate, Program Manager,
Jackson Airports District Office, 100
West Cross Street, Jackson, MS 39208,
(601) 664—9882. The application may be
reviewed in person at this same
location.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
proposes to rule and invites public
comment on the application to impose
and use the revenue from a PFC at
Tupelo Regional Airport under the
provisions of the Aviation Safety and
Capacity Expansion Act of 1990 (Title
IX of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990) (Pub. L.
101-508) and Part 158 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 158).
On April 16, 2003, the FAA
determined that the application to
impose and use the revenue from a PFC

submitted by Tupelo Regional Airport
Authority was substantially complete
within the requirements of § 158.25 of
part 158. The FAA will approve or
disapprove the application, in whole or
in part, no later than August 11, 2003.

The following is a brief overview of
the application.

PFC Application No.: 03—03—-C-00-
TUP.

Level of the proposed PFC: $4.50.

Proposed charge effective date:
January 1, 2004.

Proposed charge expiration date:
January 1, 2013.

Total estimated net PFC revenue:
$750,000.

Brief description of proposed project:
Airport Terminal Expansion,
Renovation and Security Enhancement.

Class or classes of air carriers which
the public agency has requested not be
required to collect PFCs: None.

Any person may inspect the
application in person at the FAA office
listed above under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.

In addition, any person may, upon
request, inspect the application, notice
and other documents germane to the
application in person at the Tupelo
Regional Airport Authority.

Issued in Jackson, Mississippi, on April 16,
2003.

Wayne Atkinson,

Manager, Jackson Airports District Office,
Southern Region.

[FR Doc. 03—10048 Filed 4—22-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration

Environmental Impact Statement:
Jackson, Harrison and Hancock,
Greene, Stone, and Pearl River
Counties, Mississippi

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Federal Highway
Administration is issuing this notice to
advise the public that an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) will be prepared
for the CSX Railroad Relocation Study
in the above referenced counties in
Mississippi.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Cecil Vick, Realty Officer/
Environmental Coordinator, and Mr.
Dickie Walters, Environmental
Protection Specialist, Federal Highway
Administration, 666 North Street, Suite
105, Jackson, MS 39202—-3199,
Telephone: (601) 965—4217. Contacts at
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