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(1) The information specified in 
paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(3) of this 
section; 

(2) The methods used for and results 
obtained from the radiation surveys 
required to demonstrate compliance 
with the radiological criteria for 
unrestricted use specified in 10 CFR 
20.1402; and 

(3) A supplement to the 
environmental report, under § 51.53, 
describing any new information or 
significant environmental change 
associated with the licensee’s proposed 
release of the property. 

(e) After receiving a license 
amendment application from the 
licensee for the release of an impacted 
area, the NRC shall— 

(1) Determine whether the licensee 
has adequately evaluated the effect of 
releasing the property as required by 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section; 

(2) Determine whether the licensee’s 
classification of any release areas as 
non-impacted is adequately justified; 

(3) Determine whether the licensee’s 
radiation survey for an impacted area is 
adequate; and 

(4) Upon determining that the 
licensee’s submittal is adequate, 
approve the licensee’s amendment 
application. 

(f) The NRC shall notice receipt of the 
release approval request or license 
amendment application and make the 
approval request or license amendment 
application available for public 
comment. Before acting on an approval 
request or license amendment 
application submitted in accordance 
with this section, the NRC shall conduct 
a public meeting in the vicinity of the 
licensee’s facility for the purpose of 
obtaining public comments on the 
proposed release of part of the facility 
or site. The NRC shall publish a 
document in the Federal Register and in 
a forum, such as local newspapers, 
which is readily accessible to 
individuals in the vicinity of the site, 
announcing the date, time, and location 
of the meeting, along with a brief 
description of the purpose of the 
meeting.

Dated in Rockville, Maryland, this 14th 
day of April, 2003.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Annette L. Vietti-Cook, 
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 03–9866 Filed 4–21–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 2003–NM–23–AD; Amendment 
39–13126; AD 2003–08–13] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Various 
Surplus Military Airplanes 
Manufactured by Consolidated, 
Consolidated Vultee, and Convair

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is 
applicable to various surplus military 
airplanes manufactured by 
Consolidated, Consolidated Vultee, and 
Convair. This action requires repetitive 
inspections to find fatigue cracks in the 
lower rear cap of the wing front spar, 
front spar web, and lower skin of the 
wings; repair or replacement of any 
cracked part with a new part; and 
follow-on inspections at new intervals. 
This action is necessary to find and fix 
fatigue cracking, which could result in 
structural failure of the wings and 
consequent loss of control of the 
airplane. This action is intended to 
address the identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective May 7, 2003. 

Comments for inclusion in the Rules 
Docket must be received on or before 
June 23, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in 
triplicate to the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Transport 
Airplane Directorate, ANM–114, 
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2003–NM–
23–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., 
Renton, Washington 98055–4056. 
Comments may be inspected at this 
location between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. Comments may be submitted 
via fax to (425) 227–1232. Comments 
may also be sent via the Internet using 
the following address: 9-anm-
iarcomment@faa.gov. Comments sent 
via fax or the Internet must contain 
‘‘Docket No. 2003–NM–23–AD’’ in the 
subject line and need not be submitted 
in triplicate. Comments sent via the 
Internet as attached electronic files must 
be formatted in Microsoft Word 97 for 
Windows or ASCII text. 

Information pertaining to this AD may 
be examined at the FAA, Transport 
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind 
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at 
the FAA, Los Angeles Aircraft 

Certification Office, 3960 Paramount 
Boulevard, Lakewood, California.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Cecil, Aerospace Engineer, Airframe 
Branch, ANM–120L, FAA, Los Angeles 
Aircraft Certification Office, 3960 
Paramount Boulevard, Lakewood, 
California 90712–4137; telephone (562) 
627–5228; fax (562) 627–5210.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 
18, 2002, while dropping retardant on a 
fire near Lyons, Colorado, a United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Forest Service Model P4Y–2 
airplane was involved in an accident, 
resulting from the structural failure of 
the center wing. Investigation revealed 
fatigue cracking in the lower rear cap of 
the wing front spar, front spar web, and 
lower skin of the wings. The fatigue 
cracking has been attributed to the age, 
time-in-service, and flight cycles of the 
airplane. Such fatigue cracking, if not 
found and fixed in a timely manner, 
could result in structural failure of the 
wings and consequent loss of control of 
the airplane. 

FAA’s Determination 

We have determined that high-cycle 
fatigue cracks in the area of the lower 
rear cap of the wing front spar, front 
spar web, and lower skin of the wings 
are likely to occur on various surplus 
military airplanes. Repetitive 
inspections of these areas are necessary 
to ensure that fatigue cracks will be 
found in a timely manner, and 
corrective action taken, to preclude 
crack growth to a size that would create 
an unacceptable risk of structural 
failure. While inspection methodologies 
exist that can be used to find cracks, we 
are currently unaware of any for the 
subject airplanes. Therefore, owners and 
operators must submit inspection 
procedures and repetitive inspection 
intervals to the Manager, Los Angeles 
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), 
FAA, for approval. The inspection 
procedures must be sufficiently reliable 
to determine the location, size, and 
orientation of cracks that are very small, 
so that the crack will not grow to a 
critical length at limit load before the 
next scheduled inspection. 

If any crack is found during any 
inspection, operators must replace the 
cracked part with a new part; or repair 
and inspect at new intervals per a 
method approved by the FAA. 

Explanation of the Requirements of the 
Rule 

Since an unsafe condition has been 
identified that is likely to exist or 
develop on other surplus military 
airplanes of the same type design, this 
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AD is being issued to find and fix 
fatigue cracking of the wings, which 
could result in structural failure of the 
wings and consequent loss of control of 
the airplane. This AD requires repetitive 
inspections to find cracks in the lower 
rear cap of the wing front spar, front 
spar web, and lower skin of the wings; 
and repair or replacement of any 
cracked part with a new part; and 
follow-on inspections at new intervals. 

Determination of Rule’s Effective Date 
Since a situation exists that requires 

the immediate adoption of this 
regulation, it is found that notice and 
opportunity for prior public comment 
hereon are impracticable, and that good 
cause exists for making this amendment 
effective in less than 30 days. 

Comments Invited 
Although this action is in the form of 

a final rule that involves requirements 
affecting flight safety and, thus, was not 
preceded by notice and an opportunity 
for public comment, comments are 
invited on this rule. Interested persons 
are invited to comment on this rule by 
submitting such written data, views, or 
arguments as they may desire. 
Communications shall identify the 
Rules Docket number and be submitted 
in triplicate to the address specified 
under the caption ADDRESSES. All 
communications received on or before 
the closing date for comments will be 
considered, and this rule may be 
amended in light of the comments 
received. Factual information that 
supports the commenter’s ideas and 
suggestions is extremely helpful in 
evaluating the effectiveness of the AD 
action and determining whether 
additional rulemaking action would be 
needed. 

Submit comments using the following 
format: 

• Organize comments issue-by-issue. 
For example, discuss a request to 
change the compliance time and a 
request to change the service bulletin 
reference as two separate issues. 

• For each issue, state what specific 
change to the AD is being requested. 

• Include justification (e.g., reasons or 
data) for each request. 

Comments are specifically invited on 
the overall regulatory, economic, 
environmental, and energy aspects of 
the rule that might suggest a need to 
modify the rule. All comments 
submitted will be available, both before 
and after the closing date for comments, 
in the Rules Docket for examination by 
interested persons. A report that 
summarizes each FAA-public contact 
concerned with the substance of this AD 
will be filed in the Rules Docket. 

Commenters wishing the FAA to 
acknowledge receipt of their comments 
submitted in response to this rule must 
submit a self-addressed, stamped 
postcard on which the following 
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to 
Docket Number 2003–NM–23–AD.’’ The 
postcard will be date stamped and 
returned to the commenter.

Regulatory Impact 

The regulations adopted herein will 
not have a substantial direct effect on 
the States, on the relationship between 
the national government and the States, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. Therefore, it is 
determined that this final rule does not 
have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 13132. 

The FAA has determined that this 
regulation is an emergency regulation 
that must be issued immediately to 
correct an unsafe condition in aircraft, 
and that it is not a ‘‘significant 
regulatory action’’ under Executive 
Order 12866. It has been determined 
further that this action involves an 
emergency regulation under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979). If it is 
determined that this emergency 
regulation otherwise would be 
significant under DOT Regulatory 
Policies and Procedures, a final 
regulatory evaluation will be prepared 
and placed in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it, if filed, may be obtained from the 
Rules Docket at the location provided 
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

■ Accordingly, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

■ 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding 
the following new airworthiness direc-
tive:
2003–08–13 Various surplus military 

airplanes manufactured by 
Consolidated, Consolidated Vultee, and 
Convair: Amendment 39–13126. Docket 
2003–NM–23–AD.

Applicability: Including, but not limited to, 
all of the following surplus military 
airplanes, certificated in any category:
Consolidated Vultee Model PB4Y–1, P4Y–2, 

and LB–30 airplanes; 
Consolidated and Convair Model B–24 

airplanes; and 
Consolidated Model C–109 and C–87 

airplanes.
Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane 

identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
modified, altered, or repaired in the area 
subject to the requirements of this AD. For 
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or 
repaired so that the performance of the 
requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD. 
The request should include an assessment of 
the effect of the modification, alteration, or 
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by 
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not 
been eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless 
accomplished previously. 

To find and fix fatigue cracking in the 
lower rear cap of the wing front spar, front 
spar web, and lower skin of the wings, which 
could result in structural failure of the wings 
and consequent loss of control of the 
airplane, accomplish the following: 

Initial & Repetitive Inspections 

(a) Within 30 days after the effective date 
of this AD, do the actions specified in 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this AD per a 
method approved by the Manager, Los 
Angeles Certification Office (ACO), FAA. 

(1) Do an inspection (between 39 and 63 
inches outboard of the airplane center line on 
both the left and right sides of the wings) to 
find cracks in the lower rear cap of the wing 
front spar, front spar web, and lower skin of 
the wings localized under the front spar 
lower cap. Special detailed inspection 
procedures must be sufficiently reliable to 
determine the location, size, and orientation 
of the cracks. 

(2) Develop repetitive inspection intervals 
that prevent crack growth from exceeding the 
minimum residual strength required to 
support limit load on the affected structure. 
The repetitive inspection intervals must be 
approved by the Manager, Los Angeles ACO. 
Thereafter, do the inspection approved per 
paragraph (a)(1) of this AD at the intervals 
approved per this paragraph. 

(b) If any crack is found during any 
inspection required by this AD, before further 
flight, do the action(s) specified in 
paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this AD per a 
method approved by the Manager, Los 
Angeles ACO. 

(1) Repair or replace the cracked part or 
structure. 

(2) Repeat the inspection required by 
paragraph (a)(1) of this AD at reduced 
intervals approved by the Manager, Los 
Angeles ACO to find cracks before the growth 
is critical and exceeds the minimum residual 
strength required to support limit load on the 
affected structure. 

VerDate Jan<31>2003 14:28 Apr 21, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\22APR1.SGM 22APR1



19730 Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 77 / Tuesday, April 22, 2003 / Rules and Regulations 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(c) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Los 
Angeles ACO. Operators shall submit their 
requests through an appropriate FAA 
Principal Maintenance Inspector, who may 
add comments and then send it to the 
Manager, Los Angeles ACO.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD, if any, may be 
obtained from the Los Angeles ACO.

Special Flight Permits 

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 
and 21.199) to operate the airplane to a 
location where the requirements of this AD 
can be accomplished. 

Effective Date 

(e) This amendment becomes effective on 
May 7, 2003.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on April 16, 
2003. 
Ali Bahrami, 
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–9861 Filed 4–21–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 77 

[Docket No. FAA–2003–14973; Special 
Federal Aviation Regulation No. 98] 

RIN 2120–AH83 

Construction or Alteration in the 
Vicinity of the Private Residence of the 
President of the United States

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Interim final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: This action requires that 
notice be filed with the FAA for the 
construction or alteration of any object 
that exceeds 50 feet above ground level 
(AGL) and is within the existing 
prohibited airspace surrounding the 
private residence of the President of the 
United States (P–49). Due to national 
security interests and the unique 
operating requirements of the United 
States Marine Corps (USMC) and the 
Secret Service Presidential Protective 
Division (SSPPD), this rule provides 
that any object within the designated 
area that exceeds the obstruction 
standard will be deemed a hazard to air 
navigation unless the FAA concludes, 

based upon submitted information and 
in consultation with the USMC and the 
SSPPD, that the construction or 
alteration will not adversely affect safety 
and would not result in a hazard to air 
navigation. This rule is adopted for 
purposes of national defense and will 
assist in protecting the President of the 
United States. This rule does not apply 
to prior construction or alteration of 
objects and will terminate at the end of 
the President’s term in office.
DATES: This final rule is effective April 
22, 2003. Comments must be submitted 
on or before June 23, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Address your comments to 
the Docket Management System, U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Room 
Plaza 401, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. You must 
identify the docket number FAA–2003–
14973 at the beginning of your 
comments, and you should submit two 
copies of your comments. 

You may also submit comments 
through the Internet to http://
dms.dot.gov. You may review the public 
docket containing comments to these 
proposed regulations in person in the 
Dockets Office between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The Dockets Office is 
on the plaza level of the NASSIF 
Building at the Department of 
Transportation at the above address. 
Also, you may review public dockets on 
the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sheri Edgett-Baron, Airspace and Rules 
Division, ATA–400, Office of Air Traffic 
Airspace Management, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591; 
telephone (202) 267–8783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 
The FAA is adopting this final rule 

without prior notice and prior public 
comment. The Regulatory Policies and 
Procedures of the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) (44 FR 1134; 
February 26, 1979), however, provide 
that, to the maximum extent possible, 
operating administrations for the DOT 
should provide an opportunity for 
public comment on regulations issued 
without prior notice. Accordingly, we 
invite interested persons to participate 
in this rulemaking by submitting such 
written data, views, or arguments, as 
they may desire. We also invite 
comments relating to environmental, 
energy, federalism, or international 
trade impacts that might result from this 
amendment. Please include the 
regulatory docket or amendment 
number and send two copies to the 

address above. We will file all 
comments received, as well as a report 
summarizing each substantive public 
contact with FAA personnel on this 
rulemaking, in the public docket. The 
docket is available for public inspection 
before and after the comment closing 
date. 

Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78) or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov. 

The FAA will consider all comments 
received on or before the closing date 
for comments. We will consider late 
comments to the extent practicable. We 
may amend this final rule in light of the 
comments received. 

Commenters who want the FAA to 
acknowledge receipt of their comments 
submitted in response to this final rule 
must include a preaddressed, stamped 
postcard with those comments on which 
the following statement is made: 
‘‘Comments to Docket No. FAA–2003–
14973.’’ The postcard will be date-
stamped by the FAA and mailed to the 
commenter. 

Availability of Final Rule 
You can get an electronic copy using 

the Internet by:
(1) Searching the Department of 

Transportation’s electronic Docket 
Management System (DMS) Web page 
(http://dms.dot.gov/search) 

(2) Visiting the Office of Rulemaking’s 
Web page at http://www.faa.gov/avr/
arm/index.cfm; or 

(3) Accessing the Government 
Printing Office’s Web page at http://
www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/
aces140.html. 

You can also get a copy by submitting 
a request to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Office of Rulemaking, 
ARM–1, 800 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, DC 20591, or by 
calling (202) 267–9680. Make sure to 
identify the docket number, notice 
number, or amendment number of this 
rulemaking. 

Small Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act 

The Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA) of 
1996 requires FAA to comply with 
small entity requests for information or 
advice about compliance with statutes 
and regulations within its jurisdiction. 
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