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Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa, 
FL 33619.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics 
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council; telephone: 813–
228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The AP 
and Reef Fish SSC will be convened to 
review and comment on a proposed 
Amendment 21 to the Reef Fish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) to extend the 
time period for the Madison/Swanson 
and Steamboat Lumps marine reserves 
beyond their June 16, 2004 expiration 
date. 

The Madison/Swanson and Steamboat 
Lumps marine reserves were 
implemented on June 19, 2000 with a 4–
year sunset provision. The Madison/
Swanson site is approximately 115 
square nautical miles in size and is 
located about 40 nautical miles 
southwest of Apalachicola City, FL. 
Steamboat Lumps is approximately 104 
square nautical miles in size and is 
located about 95 nautical miles west of 
Tarpon Springs, FL. Within each area, 
fishing is prohibited for all species 
except for highly migratory species, i.e., 
tunas, marlin, oceanic sharks, sailfishes, 
and swordfish. These marine reserves 
were created primarily to protect a 
portion of the gag spawning 
aggregations and to protect a portion of 
the offshore population of male gag. The 
areas are also suitable habitat and 
provide protection for many other 
species, such as scamp, red grouper, 
warsaw grouper, speckled hind, red 
snapper, red porgy, and others. If action 
is not taken to continue the reserves, 
they will cease to exist after June 16, 
2004. 

A copy of the agenda can be obtained 
by contacting the Council (see addresses 
above). 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the agenda may come 
before the AP/SSC for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSFCMA), those issues may not be 
the subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically identified in 
this notice and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under section 305 (c) 
of the MSFCMA, provided the public 
has been notified of the Council’s intent 
to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

The listening stations are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Anne Alford at the 

Council (see ADDRESSES) by April 21, 
2003.

Dated: April 9, 2003. 
Richard W. Surdi, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–9061 Filed 4–11–03; 8:45 am] 
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Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
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Commerce.
ACTION: Notification of a proposal for an 
EFP to conduct experimental fishing; 
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Administrator, Northeast 
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator) 
has made a preliminary determination 
that an EFP application submitted by 
the Mount Desert Oceanarium (MDO) of 
Southwest Harbor, ME, contains all of 
the required information and warrants 
further consideration. The EFP would 
allow one fishing vessel to fish for, 
retain, and land small numbers of 
regulated multispecies, monkfish, spiny 
dogfish, and several unmanaged species 
for the purpose of public display. NMFS 
has made a preliminary determination 
that the activities authorized under this 
EFP would be consistent with the goals 
and objectives of the Fishery 
Management Plans (FMPs) for the 
managed species. However, further 
review and consultation may be 
necessary before a final determination is 
made to issue the EFP. Regulations 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
require publication of this notification 
to provide interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on applications 
for proposed EFPs.
DATES: Comments on this notification 
must be received at the appropriate 
address or fax number (see ADDRESSES) 
on or before April 29, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to 
Patricia Kurkul, Regional Administrator, 
Northeast Regional Office, NMFS, One 
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930. 
Mark on the outside of the envelope 
‘‘Comments on MDO Exempted Fishing 
Permit Application.’’

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
H. Jones, Fishery Policy Analyst, 978–
281–9273, fax 978–281–9135, e-mail 
Paul.H.Jones@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The MDO 
of Southwest Harbor, ME, submitted an 
application for an EFP on February 14, 
2003, to collect several species of fish 
for public display. The target species 
would include winter flounder 
(blackbacks), witch flounder (dabs), 
yellowtail flounder, American plaice 
(grey sole), Atlantic halibut, monkfish, 
eel pouts, sculpins, sea ravens, Atlantic 
cod, wolfish, spiny dogfish, little skate, 
barndoor skate, and various species of 
the Phyla Arthropoda (not including 
lobsters) and Echinodermata.

A single chartered vessel would use a 
shrimp trawl with 2–inch (5.08–cm) 
mesh to collect marine fish with 
approximately 2–tows per day over a 2–
day period from May 12, 2003, through 
May 20, 2003, and over a 2–day period 
from June 23, 2003, through June 30, 
2003. Tow lengths would be between 10 
minutes to 1 hour. The specimens 
would be cared for in chilled and 
aerated seawater while on board the 
fishing vessel and would be transferred 
live to tanks the day they are caught. 
The fish would be brought to shore, 
maintained in tanks for public display 
for a period of time not to exceed 5 
months, and would be returned to the 
sea in October 2003.

Collection would be made using a 2–
inch (5.08–cm) mesh shrimp net within 
the Small Mesh Northern Shrimp 
Fishery Exemption Area (Area) off 
Maine. Since the shrimp fishery would 
be closed at the time of collection, an 
exemption from the Northeast 
multispecies minimum mesh regulation 
of 6–inch (15.24–cm) diamond/6.5–inch 
(16.51–cm) square mesh at 50 CFR 
648.80(a)(2) for vessels operating in the 
Area would be required. If the target 
species cannot be found in the Area, an 
exemption from the Northeast 
multispecies minimum mesh regulation 
of 6–inch (15.24–cm) diamond/6.5–inch 
(16.51–cm) square mesh at 50 CFR 
648.80(a)(2) would be required to allow 
collection farther east and southeast in 
portions of the Gulf of Maine/Georges 
Bank Regulated Mesh Area. 

In addition, the applicant has 
requested exemptions from monkfish 
and multispecies days-at-sea 
requirements at 50 CFR 648.92 and 
648.82. The target species would 
include winter flounder (blackbacks), 
witch flounder (dabs), yellowtail 
flounder, American plaice (grey sole), 
Atlantic halibut, monkfish, eel pouts, 
sculpins, sea ravens, Atlantic cod, 
wolfish, spiny dogfish, little skate,
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barndoor skate, and various species of 
the Phyla Arthropoda (not including 
lobsters) and Echinodermata. 

The applicant would retain a 
maximum of six fish per species, 
juveniles and adults combined with the 
exception of Atlantic halibut. The 
applicant would only be permitted to 
retain a total of one Atlantic halibut 
with a minimum length of 36 inches 
(91.44 cm). The applicant has requested 
exemption from minimum fish sizes and 
possession limits at 50 CFR 648.83, 
648.86, 648.89, 648.93, 648.94 
(multispecies and monkfish fisheries); 
648.103, 648.105 (summer flounder 
fishery); 648.124, 648.125 (scup fishery); 
and 648.143, 648.145 (black sea bass 
fishery).

Any fishing activity conducted 
outside the scope of the exempted 
fishing activity would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 8, 2003. 
Richard W. Surdi, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–9060 Filed 4–11–03; 8:45 am] 
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COMMITTEE FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE 
AGREEMENTS

Request for Public Comments on 
Commercial Availability Request under 
the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA)

April 10, 2003.
AGENCY: The Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements 
(CITA).
ACTION: Request for public comments 
concerning a request for a determination 
that certain light- and medium-weight 
dyed warp pile cotton velvet, for use in 
apparel articles, cannot be supplied by 
the domestic industry in commercial 
quantities in a timely manner.

SUMMARY: On April 8, 2003, the 
Chairman of CITA received a petition 
from Crystal Apparel Limited of Hong 
Kong and Sinotex Mauritius Limited in 
Mauritius alleging that certain light- and 
medium-weight dyed warp pile cotton 
velvet for use in men’s and boys’ jackets 
and pants and women’s and girls’ 
jackets, dresses, skirts, pants, and shorts 
cannot be supplied by the domestic 
industry in commercial quantities in a 
timely manner. It requests that such 
apparel articles of such fabrics be 
eligible for preferential treatment under 
the AGOA. CITA hereby solicits public 
comments on this request, in particular 

with regard to whether these fabrics can 
be supplied by the domestic industry in 
commercial quantities in a timely 
manner. Comments must be submitted 
by April 29, 2003, to the Chairman, 
Committee for the Implementation of 
Textile Agreements, Room 3001, United 
States Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D.C. 20230.
EFFECTIVE DATE: April 14, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Anna Flaaten, Office of Textiles and 
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
(202) 482-3400.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 112(b)(5)(B) of the 
AGOA, Section 1 of Executive Order No. 
13191 of January 17, 2001.

Background

The AGOA provides for quota- and 
duty-free treatment for qualifying textile 
and apparel products. Such treatment is 
generally limited to products 
manufactured from yarns or fabrics 
formed in the United States or a 
beneficiary country. The AGOA also 
provides for quota- and duty-free 
treatment for apparel articles that are 
both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn or 
otherwise assembled in one or more 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
countries from fabric or yarn that is not 
formed in the United States or a 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country, if it has been determined that 
such fabric or yarns cannot be supplied 
by the domestic industry in commercial 
quantities in a timely manner. In 
Executive Order No. 13191, the 
President delegated to CITA the 
authority to determine whether yarns or 
fabrics cannot be supplied by the 
domestic industry in commercial 
quantities in a timely manner under the 
AGOA and directed CITA to establish 
procedures to ensure appropriate public 
participation in any such determination. 
On March 6, 2001, CITA published 
procedures in the Federal Register that 
it will follow in considering requests. 
(66 FR 13502).

On April 8, 2003, the Chairman of 
CITA received a petition from Crystal 
Apparel Limited of Hong Kong and 
Sinotex Mauritius Limited in Mauritius 
alleging that certain light- and medium-
weight dyed warp pile cotton velvet, 
classified in subheading 5801.25.00 of 
the Harmonized System of the United 
States, with the following specifications, 
cannot be supplied by the domestic 
industry in commercial quantities in a 
timely manner and requesting quota- 
and duty-free treatment under the 
AGOA for certain jackets, dresses, skirts, 
pants and shorts, that are cut and sewn 

in one or more beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African countries from such fabrics:

1. Name: light-weight dyed warp pile velvet
HTS subheading: 5801.25.00
Fiber Composition: 100 percent combed cotton
Yarn: 230 g/m2 to 260 g/m2
Construction:

Woven Fabric - 96 x 98
Warp - 42/2 ply + 42/2 ply
Weft - 32 single yarn

Woven Fabric - 96 x 102
Warp - 42/2 ply + 60/2 ply
Weft - 32 single yarn

2. Name: medium-weight dyed warp pile velvet
HTS subheading: 5801.25.00
Fiber Composition: 97 to 98 percent cotton, up to 

3 percent spandex yarn
Yarn: 280 g/m2 to 330 g/m2
Construction:

Woven Fabric - 110 x 84
Warp - 42/2 ply + 50/2 ply
Weft - 30 single yarn + 40 denier spandex

Woven Fabric - 126 x 84
Warp - 42/2 ply + 50/2 ply
Weft - 30 single yarn + 40 denier spandex

CITA is soliciting public comments 
regarding this request, particularly with 
respect to whether such fabrics can be 
supplied by the domestic industry in 
commercial quantities in a timely 
manner. Also relevant is whether other 
products that are supplied by the 
domestic industry in commercial 
quantities in a timely manner are 
substitutable for the fabrics for the 
purposes of the intended use. 
Comments must be received no later 
than April 29, 2003. Interested persons 
are invited to submit six copies of such 
comments or information to the 
Chairman, Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements, 
Room 3100, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 14th and Constitution 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20230.

If a comment alleges that such fabrics 
can be supplied by the domestic 
industry in commercial quantities in a 
timely manner, CITA will closely 
review any supporting documentation, 
such as a signed statement by a 
manufacturer of the yarn or fabric 
stating that it produces the fabrics that 
are the subject of the request, including 
the quantities that can be supplied and 
the time necessary to fill an order, as 
well as any relevant information 
regarding past production.

CITA will protect any business 
confidential information that is marked 
business confidential from disclosure 
for the full extent permitted by law. 
CITA will make available to the public 
non-confidential versions of the request 
and non-confidential versions of any 
public comments received with respect 
to a request in room 3100 in the Herbert 
Hoover Building, 14th and Constitution 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20230. 
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