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Issued on: March 14, 2003.
Stanley M. Graczyk,

Project Development Engineer, Federal
Highway Administration, St. Paul Minnesota.

[FR Doc. 03-7350 Filed 3—26—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-98-4334]
Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of renewal of exemption;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: This notice publishes the
FMCSA decision to renew the
exemptions from the vision requirement
in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations for seven individuals. The
FMCSA has statutory authority to
exempt individuals from vision
standards if the exemptions granted will
not compromise safety. The agency has
concluded that granting these
exemptions will provide a level of safety
that will equal or exceed the level of
safety maintained without the
exemptions for these commercial motor
vehicle drivers.

DATES: This decision is effective April 5,
2003. Comments from interested
persons should be submitted by April
28, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You can mail or deliver
comments to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Dockets Management
Facility, Room PL—401, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590—
0001. You can also submit comments at
http://dms.dot.gov. Please include the
docket number that appears in the
heading of this document in your
submission. You can examine and copy
this document and all comments
received at the same Internet address or
at the Dockets Management Facility
from 9 am. to 5 p.m., e.t., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
If you want us to notify you that we
received your comments, please include
a self-addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review the Department of

Transportation’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (65 FR
19477-78) or you may visit http://
dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Sandra Zywokarte, Office of Bus and
Truck Standards and Operations, (202)
366—2987, FMCSA, Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590. Office
hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.,
e.t., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Exemption Decision

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e),
the FMCSA may renew an exemption
from the vision requirement in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10), which applies to drivers
of commercial motor vehicles in
interstate commerce, for a 2-year period
if it finds “such exemption would likely
achieve a level of safety that is
equivalent to, or greater than, the level
that would be achieved absent such
exemption.”” The procedures for
requesting an exemption (including
renewals) are set out in 49 CFR part 381.
This notice addresses seven individuals
who have requested renewal of their
exemptions in a timely manner. The
FMCSA has evaluated these seven
petitions for renewal on their merits and
decided to extend each exemption for a
renewable 2-year period. They are:

Joe F. Arnold
Richard D. Carlson
David J. Collier
Dexter L. Myhre
Stephanie D. Randels
Duane L. Riendeau
Darrell L. Rohlfs

These exemptions are extended
subject to the following conditions: (1)
That each individual have a physical
exam every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the standard in 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a medical
examiner who attests that the individual
is otherwise physically qualified under
49 CFR 391.41; (2) that each individual
provide a copy of the ophthalmologist’s
or optometrist’s report to the medical
examiner at the time of the annual
medical examination; and (3) that each
individual provide a copy of the annual
medical certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file and retain a copy of the certification
on his/her person while driving for
presentation to a duly authorized
Federal, State, or local enforcement
official. Each exemption will be valid
for 2 years unless rescinded earlier by

the FMCSA. The exemption will be
rescinded if: (1) The person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption; (2) the exemption has
resulted in a lower level of safety than
was maintained before it was granted; or
(3) continuation of the exemption would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e).

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than 2 years from its approval date and
may be renewed upon application for
additional 2-year periods. In accordance
with 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), each
of the seven applicants has satisfied the
entry conditions for obtaining an
exemption from the vision requirements
(63 FR 66226, 64 FR 16517, 65 FR
17994). Each of these seven applicants
has requested timely renewal of the
exemption and has submitted evidence
showing that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the standard specified
at 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10) and that the
vision impairment is stable. In addition,
a review of each record of safety while
driving with the respective vision
deficiencies over the past 2 years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption standards.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to drive safely in interstate
commerce. Therefore, the FMCSA
concludes that extending the exemption
for each renewal applicant for a period
of 2 years is likely to achieve a level of
safety equal to that existing without the
exemption.

Comments

The FMCSA will review comments
received at any time concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e). However, the FMCSA requests
that interested parties with specific data
concerning the safety records of these
drivers submit comments by April 28,
2003.

In the past the FMCSA has received
comments from Advocates for Highway
and Auto Safety (Advocates) expressing
continued opposition to the FMCSA’s
procedures for renewing exemptions
from the vision requirement in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10). Specifically, Advocates
objects to the agency’s extension of the
exemptions without any opportunity for
public comment prior to the decision to
renew, and reliance on a summary
statement of evidence to make its
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decision to extend the exemption of
each driver.

The issues raised by Advocates were
addressed at length in 66 FR 17994
(April 4, 2001). The FMCSA continues
to find its exemption process
appropriate to the statutory and
regulatory requirements.

Issued on: March 20, 2003.
Pamela M. Pelcovits,

Acting Associate Administrator, Policy and
Program Develoment.

[FR Doc. 03—-7297 Filed 3—26—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Notice and Request for Comments

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection Requirement (ICR) abstracted
below has been forwarded to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and comment. The ICR describes
the nature of the information collection
and its expected burden. The Federal
Register notice with a 60-day comment
period soliciting comments on the
following collection of information was
published on January 14, 2003 (68 FR
61884).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before April 28, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Robert Brogan, Office of Safety,
Planning and Evaluation Division, RRS—
21, Federal Railroad Administration,
1120 Vermont Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17,
Washington, DC 20590 (telephone: (202)
493-6292), or Ms. Debra Steward, Office
of Information Technology and
Productivity Improvement, RAD-20,
Federal Railroad Administration, 1120
Vermont Ave., NW., Mail Stop 35,
Washington, DC 20590 (telephone: (202)
493-6139). (These telephone numbers
are not toll-free.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), Pub. L. 104-13, section 2, 109
Stat. 163 (1995) (codified as revised at
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to issue
two notices seeking public comment on
information collection activities before
OMB may approve paperwork packages.
44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.5,
1320.8(d)(1), 1320.12. On January 14,

2003, FRA published a 60-day notice in
the Federal Register soliciting comment
on ICRs that the agency was seeking
OMB approval. See 68 FR 1884. FRA
received no comments after issuing the
60-day notice referenced earlier.
Accordingly, DOT announces that these
information collection activities have
been re-evaluated and certified under 5
CFR 1320.5(a) and forwarded to OMB
for review and approval pursuant to 5
CFR 1320.12(c).

Before OMB decides whether to
approve these proposed collections of
information, it must provide 30 days for
public comment. 44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5
CFR 1320.12(d). Federal law requires
OMB to approve or disapprove
paperwork packages between 30 and 60
days after the 30 day notice is
published. 44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)—(c); 5 CFR
1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995. OMB believes that the 30
day notice informs the regulated
community to file relevant comments
and affords the agency adequate time to
digest public comments before it
renders a decision. 60 FR 44983, Aug.
29, 1995. Therefore, respondents should
submit their respective comments to
OMB within 30 days of publication to
best ensure having their full effect. 5
CFR 1320.12(c); See also 60 FR 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995,

The summaries below describe the
nature of the information collection
requirements (ICRs) and the expected
burden. The revised requirements are
being submitted for clearance by OMB
as required by the PRA.

Title: U.S. DOT Crossing Inventory
Form.

OMB Control Number: 2130-0017.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Railroads.

Abstract: Form FRA F 6180.71 is a
voluntary form and is used by States
and railroads to periodically update
certain site specific highway-rail
crossing information which is then
transmitted to FRA for input into the
National Inventory File. This
information has been collected on the
U.S. DOT-AAR Crossing Inventory
Form (previous designation of this form)
since 1974 and maintained in the
National Inventory File database since
1975. The primary purpose of the
National Inventory File is to provide for
the existence of a uniform database
which can be merged with accidents
data and used to analyze information for
planning and implementation of
crossing safety programs by public,
private, and governmental agencies
responsible for highway-rail crossing
safety. Following the official
establishment of the National Inventory

in 1975, the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) assumed the
principal responsibility as custodian for
the maintenance and continued
development of the U.S. DOT/AAR
National Highway-Rail Crossing
Inventory Program. The major goal of
the Program is to provide Federal, State,
and local governments, as well as the
railroad industry, information for the
improvement of safety at highway-rail
crossings. Good management practices
necessitate maintaining the database
with current information. The data will
continue to be useful only if maintained
and updated as inventory changes
occur. FRA previously cleared the
reporting and recordkeeping burden for
this form under Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) Clearance Number
2130-0017. OMB approved the burden
for this form through March 31, 2003.
FRA is requesting a new three year
approval from OMB for this information
collection.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours: FRA
estimates that the revised burden for
these ICRs is 1,487 hours. The total
recordkeeping and reporting burden for
this information collection will actually
decline by 1,617 hours from the
previous total of 3,104 hours. The
reduction in burden is due to a large
increase in the estimated number of
electronic records which will be kept
over the next three years.

Addressee: Send comments regarding
this information collection to the Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, 725
Seventeenth Street, NW., Washington,
DC, 20503, Attention: FRA Desk Officer.

Comments are invited on the
following: Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
Department’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

A comment to OMB is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register.

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520.
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