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signalmen. Once this study is complete,
the BRS will continue to work with the
FRA and the rail industry in order to
promote work schedules that will
reduce the fatigue level of railroad
signalmen. The BRS also hopes that
after this study is completed, the FRA
diligently moves forward in their effort
to examine the effects of fatigue on other
non-operating crafts, such as, but not
limited to: track maintenance personnel,
locomotive and car repair personnel;
and telecommunications personnel.”

The second comment or letter that
FRA received came from the American
Train Dispatchers Department (ATDD).
The ATDD also supports the proposed
study and observed: “The ATDD
applauds the efforts of the Federal
Railroad Administration and supports
them in proposing a study, which will
focus on the cause and effect of fatigue
issues that influence the performance of
duties and responsibilities of signalmen.
Their analysis of data can only
contribute to the understanding of this
most important issue, which will benefit
not only signalmen, but many other
non-operating crafts as well.”

The third and final comment or letter
that FRA received came from the
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way
Employees (BMWE). The BMWE too
supports the proposed study and stated
the following: “Fatigue continues to be
a factor for the non-operating crafts
within the rail industry, especially in
view of working conditions, expanded
territories, frequent changes in
workweek and starting times, erratic call
schedules, etc. Members of the BRS, like
those of the BMWE, are subject to a
number of work schedule-related factors
which can lead to fatigue induced
accident and incidents. As such, we
support the study contemplated in the
above-referenced notice to assist FRA
and the rail industry in understanding
the impact of work schedules, territory
size, call schedules, working conditions,
and other factors which may contribute
to BRS employee fatigue. Based on the
anticipated success of the BRS study,
BMWE believes FRA should
systematically and individually
examine the cause and effect of fatigue
on other non-operating crafts, inclusive
of BMWE.” None of these three
comments addressed the issue of burden
hour estimates or burden cost estimates.
After carefully reviewing these
comments, DOT announces that these
information collection activities have
been reevaluated and certified under 5
CFR 1320.5(a) and forwarded to OMB
for review and approval pursuant to 5
CFR 1320.12(c).

Before OMB decides whether to
approve these proposed collections of

information, it must provide 30 days for
public comment. 44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5
CFR 1320.12(d). Federal law requires
OMB to approve or disapprove
paperwork packages between 30 and 60
days after the 30 day notice is
published. 44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)-(c); 5 CFR
1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995. OMB believes that the 30
day notice informs the regulated
community to file relevant comments
and affords the agency adequate time to
digest public comments before it
renders a decision. 60 FR 44983, Aug.
29, 1995. Therefore, respondents should
submit their respective comments to
OMB within 30 days of publication to
best ensure having their full effect. 5
CFR 1320.12(c); see also 60 FR 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995.

The summaries below describe the
nature of the information collection
requirements (ICRs) and the expected
burden, and are being submitted for
clearance by OMB as required by the
PRA.

Title: Work Schedules and Sleep
Patterns of Railroad Signalmen.

OMB Control Number: 2130-NEW.

Type of Request: New collection.

Affected Public: Rail workers.

Abstract: In a continuing effort to
improve rail safety and to reduce the
number of injuries and fatalities to rail
workers, FRA and the rail industry have
recently focused on the issue of fatigue
among train and engine crew personnel.
Because railroading is an around-the-
clock, seven-days-a-week operation and
because a wide array of workers are
needed to both operate and to maintain
the nation’s railroads, other crafts—
besides train and engine crews—can
also be subject to fatigue. The non-
operating crafts, including locomotive
and car repair, track maintenance, signal
system maintenance and
telecommunications, fall into this
second category. FRA is proposing a
study which will focus on signalmen,
one of the non-operating crafts. FRA
seeks to develop an understanding of
the work schedule-related fatigue issues
that affect signalmen. The proposed
study has two primary purposes: (1) It
aims to document and characterize the
work/rest schedules and sleep patterns
of the signalmen; and (2) It intends to
examine the relationship between these
schedules and level of alertness/fatigue
for the individuals who work these
schedules. Subjective ratings from
participants of their alertness/sleepiness
on both work and non-work days will be
an integral part of this study. The data
will be collected through the use of a
daily diary or log, as well as a brief
background questionnaire for each
participant. Analysis of the diary data

will allow FRA to assess whether or not
there are any work-related fatigue issues
for signalmen.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours: 850
hours.

Addressee: Send comments regarding
this information collection to the Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, 725
Seventeenth Street, NW., Washington,
DC, 20503, Attention: FRA Desk Officer.

Comments are invited on the
following: Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
Department’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

A comment to OMB is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register.

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520.

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 13,
2003.
Kathy A. Weiner,

Director, Office of Information Technology
and Support Systems, Federal Railroad
Administration.

[FR Doc. 03—6424 Filed 3—17-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Notice of Application for Approval of
Discontinuance or Modification of a
Railroad Signal System or Relief From
the Requirements of Title 49 Code of
Federal Regulations Part 236

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) part 235 and 49
U.S.C. 20502(a), the following railroad
has petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) seeking approval
for the discontinuance or modification
of the signal system or relief from the
requirements of 49 CFR part 236 as
detailed below.

Docket No. FRA-2003-14363

Applicant: Union Pacific Railroad
Company, Mr. Phil Abaray, Chief
Engineer—Signals, 1416 Dodge Street,
Room 1000, Omaha, Nebraska 68179—
1000.
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The Union Pacific Railroad Company
(UP) seeks approval of the proposed
reduction to the limits of the traffic
control system on the single main track
between C.P. F910, milepost 10.1, and
C.P. F909, milepost 8.5, near Milpitas,
California, on the Milpitas Subdivision,
Roseville Area. The proposed changes
include removal of northbound signal
506L and southbound signal 101 at C.P.
F910, removal of southbound signal
504R at C.P. F909, and installation of
“Entering CTC,” “Leaving CTC,” and
“End of Block” signs at milepost 8.5.

The reasons given for the proposed
changes are that the signal system is no
longer required in the yard area and
presently inhibits switching operations,
the affected area is no longer used for
through trains, and the track will be
used for switching moves, service to
local industries, and the storage of cars.

Any interested party desiring to
protest the granting of an application
shall set forth specifically the grounds
upon which the protest is made, and
include a concise statement of the
interest of the party in the proceeding.
Additionally, one copy of the protest
shall be furnished to the applicant at the
address listed above.

All communications concerning this
proceeding should be identified by the
docket number and must be submitted
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket
Management Facility, Room PL—401
(Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.
Communications received within 45
days of the date of this notice will be
considered by the FRA before final
action is taken. Comments received after
that date will be considered as far as
practicable. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the
above facility. All documents in the
public docket are also available for
inspection and copying on the internet
at the docket facility’s Web site at http:/
/dms.dot.gov.

FRA expects to be able to determine
these matters without an oral hearing.
However, if a specific request for an oral
hearing is accompanied by a showing
that the party is unable to adequately
present his or her position by written
statements, an application may be set
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 7,
2003.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. 03-6422 Filed 3—17-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Notice of Application for Approval of
Discontinuance or Modification of a
Railroad Signal System or Relief From
the Requirements of Title 49 Code of
Federal Regulations Part 236

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) part 235 and 49
U.S.C. 20502(a), the following railroad
has petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) seeking approval
for the discontinuance or modification
of the signal system or relief from the
requirements of 49 CFR part 236 as
detailed below.

Docket No. FRA-2003-14364

Applicant: Union Pacific Railroad
Company, Mr. Phil Abaray, Chief
Engineer—Signals, 1416 Dodge Street,
Room 1000, Omaha, Nebraska 68179—
1000.

The Union Pacific Railroad Company
(UP) seeks approval of the proposed
discontinuance and removal of the
automatic block signal system between
milepost 4.1, and milepost 8.3 near
Warm Springs, California, on the Warm
Springs Subdivision, Roseville Area.
The proposed changes include removal
of northbound signals 53, 65, and 83,
removal of southbound signals 40, 52,
and 64, and installation of “End of
Block,” “Entering ABS,” and ‘‘Leaving
ABS” signs at milepost 4.1 and milepost
8.3.

The reasons given for the proposed
changes are that the signal system is no
longer required in the yard area and
presently inhibits switching operations;
the track will be used for switching
movements, arrival and departures from
the Warm Springs and Milpitas yards,
service to local industries, and the
storage of cars.

Any interested party desiring to
protest the granting of an application
shall set forth specifically the grounds
upon which the protest is made, and
include a concise statement of the
interest of the party in the proceeding.
Additionally, one copy of the protest
shall be furnished to the applicant at the
address listed above.

All communications concerning this
proceeding should be identified by the
docket number and must be submitted
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket
Management Facility, Room PL-401
(Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.
Communications received within 45
days of the date of this notice will be
considered by the FRA before final
action is taken. Comments received after

that date will be considered as far as
practicable. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the
above facility. All documents in the
public docket are also available for
inspection and copying on the internet
at the docket facility’s Web site at http:/
/dms.dot.gov.

FRA expects to be able to determine
these matters without an oral hearing.
However, if a specific request for an oral
hearing is accompanied by a showing
that the party is unable to adequately
present his or her position by written
statements, an application may be set
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 7,
2003.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. 03-6423 Filed 3—17-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Transit Administration
[FTA Docket No. FTA-2003-14691]
Notice of Request for the Extension of

Currently Approved Information
Collections

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration,
DOT.

ACTION: Notice of request for comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the intention of the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to
request the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) to extend the following
currently approved information
collections: 49 U.S.C. section 5312(a)
Research, Development, Demonstration
and Training Projects.

DATES: Comments must be submitted
before May 19, 2003.

ADDRESSES: All written comments must
refer to the docket number that appears
at the top of this document and be
submitted to the United States
Department of Transportation, Central
Dockets Office, PL-401, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590. All
comments received will be available for
examination at the above address from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., e.t., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. Those
desiring notification of receipt of
comments must include a self-
addressed, stamped postcard/envelope.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Henry Nejako, Office of Research,
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