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Management Plan for the Groundfish of
the GOA. This action affects all
fishermen who participate in the GOA
fishery. NMFS will announce closures
of directed fishing in the Federal
Register and in information bulletins
released by the Alaska Region. Affected
fishermen should keep themselves
informed of such closures.

Classification

This action is authorized under 50
CFR 679.20 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

NMFS prepared an Initial Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) that
describes the impact the 2003 harvest
specifications may have on small
entities, in accordance with the
provisions of the Regulatory Flexibility
Act of 1980, as amended by the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (5 U.S.C. 603(b)).
Notice of the availability of the IRFA,
and a summary, were published in the
classification section of the proposed
specifications for the groundfish
fisheries in the GOA in the Federal
Register on December 12, 2002 (67 FR
76344). The comment period on the
proposed GOA harvest specifications
and IRFA ended on January 13, 2003.
NMEFS did not receive any comments on
the IRFA. NMFS has prepared a FRFA
for this action and a copy is available
from the Council (see ADDRESSES).

The small entities affected by this
action are those that harvest fish under
the terms of the specifications in the
GOA. The FRFA identified 1,264 small
catcher vessels and 16 small catcher/
processors.

No projected additional reporting,
recordkeeping or other compliance
requirements were identified in
connection with the final notice of
specifications.

Four alternatives were evaluated, in
addition to the preferred alternative
used for the specifications. Alternatives
were defined by the use of different
harvest rates (F values). Impacts of the
alternatives were estimated on the basis
of their associated overall fleet gross
revenue levels. Three alternatives (set F
equal to 50 percent of max FABC, set F
equal to the most recent 5—year average
actual F, and set F equal to zero) all
appeared to have greater adverse
impacts on small entities than the
preferred alternative. One alternative
(set F equal to max FABC) had
estimated overall gross revenues that
were about 4 percent greater than those
under the preferred alternative in the
GOA. However, this alternative one was
not chosen because it was based on
2002 TAGs, which do not take into
consideration biological survey

information collected and analyzed in
2002 and evaluated by the Council and
its SSC and AP committees at the end
of 2002. The preferred alternative was
chosen, rather than alternative one,
because the TACs take into account the
best and most recent information
available regarding the status of the
groundfish stocks, public testimony,
and socio-economic concerns.

In some cases, the interim
specifications currently in effect are not
sufficient to allow directed fisheries to
continue, resulting in unnecessary
closures and disruption within the
fishing industry. This action establishes
the harvest specifications for the 2003
fisheries in the GOA. Hence, the action
must be effective immediately to
provide consistent, uninterrupted
management and conservation of fishery
resources and to allow the fishing
industry to plan its fishing operations.
Accordingly, the Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds there is good cause under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3) to waive the 30—day delay in
the effective date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq. 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq., and 3631 et seq.

Dated: February 24, 2003.

Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—4814 Filed 2-25-03; 3:57 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021212307-2307-01; I.D.
022403E]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Catcher Processors and Catcher
Vessels 60 Feet (18.3 m)Length Overall
and Longer Using Pot Gear in the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), NationalOceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher
processor vessels using pot gear and
catcher vessels 60 feet (18.3 m) length
overall (LOA) and longer using pot gear
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is

necessary to prevent exceeding the 2003
interim total allowable catch (TAC) of
Pacific cod allocated to these vessels
using pot gear in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), February 26, 2003, until
superseded by the notice of Final 2003
Harvest Specifications of Groundfish for
the BSAIL, which will be published in
the Federal Register.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 interim TAC of Pacific cod
allocated to vessels using pot gear in the
BSAI was established as a directed
fishing allowance of 9,465 metric tons
by the interim 2003 harvest
specifications for groundfish in the
BSAI (67 FR 78739, December 26, 2002).
See §679.20(c)(2)(ii), §679.20(c)(5), and
§679.20(a)(7)(1)(A) and (C).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2003 interim TAC
of Pacific cod allocated as a directed
fishing allowance to vessels using pot
gear in the BSAI will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
catcher processor vessels using pot gear
and catcher vessels 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA
and longer using pot gear in the BSAI
Vessels less than 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA
using pot gear in the BSAI may continue
to participate in the directed fishery for
Pacific cod under a separate Pacific cod
allocation to catcher vessels less than 60
feet (18.3 m) LOA using hook-and-line
or pot gear.

Maximum retainable amounts may be
found in the regulations at § 679.20(e)
and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA) finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
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contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
interim TAC, and therefore reduce the
public’s ability to use and enjoy the
fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective

date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: February 25, 2003.

the reasons provided above for waiver of g Morehead,

prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by section

679.20 and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Acting Director,Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—4887 Filed 2—-26-03; 2:55 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S
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