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Restatement of Certain Requirements of AD 
2001–17–26 R1:

Inspection 
(a) For Model DH.125, HS.125, and BH.125 

series airplanes; BAe.125 series 800A, 800A 
(C–19A), 800A (U–125A), 1000A, and 1000B 
airplanes; and Model Hawker 800, 800 
(including variant U–125A), 800XP, and 1000 
airplanes: Perform an eddy current 
inspection of the actuator cylinder head lugs 
for cracking or corrosion per Raytheon 
Service Bulletin 32–3391, dated August 2000, 
at the time specified in paragraph (a)(1), 
(a)(2), (a)(3), or (a)(4) of this AD, as 
applicable. 

(1) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
3,000 or less total landings as of October 3, 
2001 (the effective date of AD 2001–17–26 
R1, amendment 39–12619): Perform the eddy 
current inspection within 24 months after 
October 3, 2001. 

(2) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
3,001 to 4,000 total landings as of October 3, 
2001: Perform the eddy current inspection 
within 6 months after October 3, 2001. 

(3) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
been in service for more than 7 years as of 
October 3, 2001: Perform the eddy current 
inspection within 6 months after October 3, 
2001.

(4) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
4,001 or more total landings as of October 3, 
2001: Perform the eddy current inspection 
within 10 landings after October 3, 2001. 

New Requirements of this AD: 
(b) For Model BAe.125 series 800B 

airplanes: Perform an eddy current 
inspection of the actuator cylinder head lugs 
for cracking or corrosion per Raytheon 
Service Bulletin 32–3391, dated August 2000, 
at the time specified in paragraph (b)(1), 
(b)(2), or (b)(3) of this AD, as applicable. 

(1) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
3,000 or less total landings as of the effective 
date of this AD: Perform the eddy current 
inspection within 24 months after the 
effective date of this AD. 

(2) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
3,001 to 4,000 total landings as of the 
effective date of this AD: Perform the eddy 
current inspection within 6 months after the 
effective date of this AD. 

(3) For actuator cylinder heads that have 
been in service for more than 7 years or that 
have 4,001 or more total landings as of the 
effective date of this AD: Perform the eddy 
current inspection at the earlier of the times 
specified in paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of 
this AD. 

(i) Within 6 months after the effective date 
of this AD. 

(ii) Within 10 landings after the effective 
date of this AD. 

If No Cracking or Corrosion 
(c) If no cracking or corrosion is found 

during the inspection required by paragraph 
(a) or (b) of this AD, before further flight, 
accomplish follow-on actions (e.g., ‘‘vibro-
etching’’ the MLG actuator data plate, 
painting a blue stripe on the actuator 
cylinder head to indicate 11⁄32-inch oversize 
bushings, replacing bushings, and applying 
corrosion protection to the lug bores), per 
Raytheon Service Bulletin 32–3391, dated 
August 2000. 

If Any Cracking or Corrosion 

(d) If any cracking or corrosion is found 
during the inspection required by paragraph 
(a) or (b) of this AD, before further flight, 
accomplish either of the actions specified in 
paragraph (d)(1) or (d)(2) of this AD, per 
Raytheon Service Bulletin 32–3391, dated 
August 2000: 

(1) Replace the actuator of the MLG with 
a new or serviceable actuator; or 

(2) Replace the actuator cylinder head with 
a new cylinder head.

Note 2: Raytheon Service Bulletin 32–3391, 
dated August 2000, references Precision 
Hydraulics Component Maintenance Manual 
32–30–1105 as an additional source of 
service information.

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(e) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Wichita 
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA. 
Operators shall submit their requests through 
an appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance 
Inspector, who may add comments and then 
send it to the Manager, Wichita ACO.

Note 3: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD, if any, may be 
obtained from the Wichita ACO.

Special Flight Permits 

(f) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to 
a location where the requirements of this AD 
can be accomplished. 

Incorporation by Reference 

(g) The actions shall be done in accordance 
with Raytheon Service Bulletin 32–3391, 
dated August 2000. This incorporation by 
reference of that document was approved 
previously by the Director of the Federal 
Register as of October 3, 2001 (66 FR 45575, 
August 29, 2001). Copies may be obtained 
from Raytheon Aircraft Company, 
Department 62, P.O. Box 85, Wichita, Kansas 
67201–0085. Copies may be inspected at the 
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601 
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at 
the FAA, Wichita Aircraft Certification 
Office, 1801 Airport Road, Room 100, Mid-
Continent Airport, Wichita, Kansas; or at the 
Office of the Federal Register, 800 North 
Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, 
DC. 

Effective Date 

(h) This amendment becomes effective on 
April 4, 2003.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on February 
19, 2003. 
Ali Bahrami, 
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–4586 Filed 2–27–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 2001–SW–43–AD; Amendment 
39–13061; AD 2003–04–12] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Bell 
Helicopter Textron Canada Limited 
Model 427 Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) for the 
specified Bell Helicopter Textron 
Canada (Bell) model helicopters that 
requires modifying the auxiliary fin 
assemblies and revising the Limitations 
section of the Rotorcraft Flight Manual 
(RFM) to reduce the never-exceed speed 
(Vne) for a tail rotor pedal stop failure. 
This amendment is prompted by several 
incidents of main rotor blades 
contacting the top of the fin that have 
resulted in an upper tuning weight 
(weight) becoming loose. The actions 
specified by this AD are intended to 
prevent a main rotor blade from striking 
an auxiliary fin, loss of a tuning weight, 
impact with a tail or main rotor blade, 
and subsequent loss of control of the 
helicopter.

DATES: Effective April 4, 2003. 
The incorporation by reference of 

certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of April 4, 
2003.

ADDRESSES: The service information 
referenced in this AD may be obtained 
from Bell Helicopter Textron Canada, 
12,800 Rue de l’Avenir, Mirabel, Quebec 
J7J1R4, telephone (450) 437–2862 or 
(800) 363–8023, fax (450) 433–0272. 
This information may be examined at 
the FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham 
Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas; or 
at the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sharon Miles, Aviation Safety Engineer, 
FAA, Rotorcraft Directorate, Regulations 
Group, Fort Worth, Texas 76193–0111, 
telephone (817) 222–5122, fax (817) 
222–5961.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A 
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to 
add an AD for Bell Model 427 
helicopters was published in the 
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Federal Register on November 28, 2001 
(66 FR 59377). That NPRM would have 
required modifying the fins, part 
number (P/N) 427–035–836–101 and 
427–035–836–102, to relocate the 
weights, P/N 407–023–003–145. That 
proposal recognized that relocating the 
tuning weights was an interim action 
and anticipated that contact between the 
main rotor blades and the top portion of 
the fins would be addressed in a 
separate AD. However, prior to 
publishing the final rule based on that 
NPRM, the manufacturer published 
service information about reducing the 
height of the fins. Further, Transport 
Canada issued a revised AD requiring 
the height reduction in Canada. Hence, 
reducing the height of the fins made the 
relocation of the tuning weights 
unnecessary, therefore a supplemental 
proposal was published in the Federal 
Register on October 18, 2002 (67 FR 
64326). That action proposed to require 
modifying the auxiliary fin assemblies 
to reduce the height and revising the 
Limitations section of the RFM to 
reduce the Vne for a tail rotor pedal stop 
failure from 80 knots indicated airspeed 
(KIAS) to 60 KIAS. 

Transport Canada, the airworthiness 
authority for Canada, notified the FAA 
that an unsafe condition may exist on 
Bell Model 427 helicopters. Transport 
Canada advises of several ground 
incidents of main rotor blades 
contacting the top portion of a fin. Such 
incidents occurred on helicopters with 
an internal gross weight capability of 
6,350 lbs. and the larger auxiliary fin 
assemblies. 

Bell has issued Alert Service Bulletin 
427–01–7, dated November 16, 2001 
(ASB), which specifies reducing the 
height of the auxiliary fin assembly, part 
number (P/N) 427–035–836–101, –102, 
–105, and –106 within 300 hours time-
in-service (TIS). Transport Canada 
classified this ASB as mandatory and 
issued AD No. CF–2001–05R1, dated 
February 13, 2002, to ensure the 
continued airworthiness of these 
helicopters in Canada. 

Interested persons have been afforded 
an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this amendment. No 
comments were received on the 
proposal or the FAA’s determination of 
the cost to the public. The FAA has 
determined that air safety and the 
public interest require the adoption of 
the rule as proposed with the exception 
of minor non-substantive changes and 
updating the Rotorcraft Flight Manual 
from Revision 3 to Revision 5, which is 
referenced in Note 2 of the AD. 

The FAA estimates that 30 helicopters 
of U.S. registry will be affected by this 
AD, that it will take approximately 12 

work hours per helicopter to accomplish 
the actions, and that the average labor 
rate is $60 per work hour. Required 
parts will cost approximately $1,685 per 
helicopter. Based on these figures, the 
total cost impact of the AD on U.S. 
operators is estimated to be $72,150 to 
perform the modifications and revisions 
for the entire fleet. 

The regulations adopted herein will 
not have a substantial direct effect on 
the States, on the relationship between 
the national Government and the States, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. Therefore, it is 
determined that this final rule does not 
have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 13132. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this action (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) 
will not have a significant economic 
impact, positive or negative, on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has 
been prepared for this action and it is 
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it may be obtained from the Rules 
Docket at the location provided under 
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment 

Accordingly, pursuant to the 
authority delegated to me by the 
Administrator, the Federal Aviation 
Administration amends part 39 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

2. Section 39.13 is amended by 
adding a new airworthiness directive to 
read as follows:
2003–04–12 Bell Helicopter Textron 

Canada: Amendment 39–13061. Docket 
No. 2001–SW–43–AD.

Applicability: Model 427 helicopters, serial 
numbers 56001 through 56030 with auxiliary 
fin assemblies, part numbers 427–035–836–
101, –102, –105, or –106, installed, 
certificated in any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter 
identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in 
the area subject to the requirements of this 
AD. For helicopters that have been modified, 
altered, or repaired so that the performance 
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD. 
The request should include an assessment of 
the effect of the modification, alteration, or 
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by 
this AD; and if the unsafe condition has not 
been eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless 
accomplished previously. 

To prevent a main rotor blade from striking 
an auxiliary fin, loss of an upper tuning 
weight, impact with a tail or main rotor 
blade, and subsequent loss of control of the 
helicopter: 

(a) Within 60 days, modify auxiliary fin 
assemblies, part numbers (P/N) 427–035–
836–101, –102, –105, or –106, in accordance 
with the Accomplishment Instructions in 
Bell Helicopter Textron Alert Service 
Bulletin No. 427–01–07, dated November 16, 
2001. 

(b) After accomplishing paragraph (a) of 
this AD, reduce the never-exceed speed (Vne) 
limitation for a pedal stop failure from 80 
knots indicated airspeed (KIAS) to 60 KIAS.

Note 2: Bell Helicopter Textron Rotorcraft 
Flight Manual BHT–427–FM–2, Revision 5, 
dated April 23, 2002, incorporates the 
reduced airspeed limitation for a pedal stop 
failure.

(c) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Regulations 
Group, Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA. 
Operators shall submit their requests through 
an FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, 
who may concur or comment and then send 
it to the Manager, Regulations Group.

Note 3: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD, if any, may be 
obtained from the Regulations Group.

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the helicopter 
to a location where the requirements of this 
AD can be accomplished. 

(e) The modification shall be done in 
accordance with the Accomplishment 
Instructions in Bell Helicopter Textron Alert 
Service Bulletin No. 427–01–07, dated 
November 16, 2001. This incorporation by 
reference was approved by the Director of the 
Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be 
obtained from Bell Helicopter Textron 
Canada, 12,800 Rue de l’Avenir, Mirabel, 
Quebec J7J1R4, telephone (450) 437–2862 or 
(800) 363–8023, fax (450) 433–0272. Copies 
may be inspected at the FAA, Office of the 
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region, 2601 
Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth, 
Texas; or at the Office of the Federal Register, 
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800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC. 

(f) This amendment becomes effective on 
April 4, 2003.

Note 4: The subject of this AD is addressed 
in Transport Canada (Canada) AD No. CF–
2001–05R1, dated February 13, 2002.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February 
14, 2003. 
David A. Downey, 
Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate, Aircraft 
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–4477 Filed 2–27–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 2002–NM–353–AD; Amendment 
39–13073; AD 2003–04–24] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; McDonnell 
Douglas Model 717–200 Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is 
applicable to certain McDonnell 
Douglas Model 717–200 airplanes. This 
action requires a one-time inspection for 
cracking of the support fitting 
assemblies and stop pads of the main 
spoiler actuators, and follow-on actions. 
This action is necessary to find and fix 
cracking of the support fitting 
assemblies of the main spoiler actuator, 
which could result in damage of 
adjacent structure such as the rear spar 
or upper skin panel, and consequent 
reduced structural integrity of the 
airplane. This action is intended to 
address the identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective March 17, 2003. 

The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of March 17, 
2003. 

Comments for inclusion in the Rules 
Docket must be received on or before 
April 29, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in 
triplicate to the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Transport 
Airplane Directorate, ANM–114, 
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2002–NM–
353–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., 
Renton, Washington 98055–4056. 
Comments may be inspected at this 
location between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. Comments may be submitted 
via fax to (425) 227–1232. Comments 
may also be sent via the Internet using 
the following address: 9-anm-
iarcomment@faa.gov. Comments sent 
via fax or the Internet must contain 
‘‘Docket No. 2002–NM–353–AD’’ in the 
subject line and need not be submitted 
in triplicate. Comments sent via the 
Internet as attached electronic files must 
be formatted in Microsoft Word 97 for 
Windows or ASCII text. 

The service information referenced in 
this AD may be obtained from Boeing 
Commercial Aircraft Group, Long Beach 
Division, 3855 Lakewood Boulevard, 
Long Beach, California 90846, 
Attention: Data and Service 
Management, Dept. C1–L5A (D800–
0024). This information may be 
examined at the FAA, Transport 
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind 
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; at 
the FAA, Los Angeles Aircraft 
Certification Office, 3960 Paramount 
Boulevard, Lakewood, California; or at 
the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Maureen Moreland, Aerospace 
Engineer, Airframe Branch, ANM–120L, 
FAA, Los Angeles Aircraft Certification 
Office, 3960 Paramount Boulevard, 
Lakewood, California 90712–4137; 
telephone (562) 627–5238; fax (562) 
627–5210.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
has received reports indicating that 
cracking has been found on a support 
fitting assembly for the main spoiler 
actuators on several McDonnell Douglas 
Model 717–200 airplanes. On one 
airplane, a crack completely separated a 
forward attachment lug from the 
support fitting. This allowed the lug to 
move forward and contact and damage 
the rear spar of the wing, which resulted 
in cracking of the spar and fuel seepage. 
On another airplane, the support fitting 
cracked laterally across the center of the 
fitting. Investigation revealed that the 
stop pad had been broken off at the 
pad’s aft attachment hole, and contact 
occurred between the spoiler actuator 
and fitting. While the root-cause of these 
cracks is unknown, one possibility is 
improper rigging of the spoiler hold-
down actuator, which could cause 
additional loading and fatigue in the 
support fitting. Cracking of a support 
fitting assembly for a main spoiler 
actuator, if not corrected, could result in 
damage of adjacent structure such as the 
rear spar or upper skin panel, and 
consequent reduced structural integrity 
of the airplane. 

Explanation of Relevant Service 
Information 

The FAA has reviewed and approved 
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 717–
57A0013, dated December 20, 2002. 
That service bulletin describes 
procedures for a one-time visual 
inspection for cracking of the support 
fitting assemblies and stop pads of the 
main spoiler actuators. For support 
fitting assemblies on which no cracking 
is found, the service bulletin describes 
procedures for a follow-on test of the 
rigging of the spoiler hold-down 
actuators to ensure that the actuators are 
rigged correctly. For cracked support 
fitting assemblies or stop pads, the 
service bulletin specifies to contact 
Boeing for instructions for repair and 
additional inspections. 

Explanation of the Requirements of the 
Rule 

Since an unsafe condition has been 
identified that is likely to exist or 
develop on other airplanes of the same 
type design, this AD is being issued to 
find and fix cracking of the support 
fitting assemblies of the main spoiler 
actuator, which could result in damage 
of adjacent structure such as the rear 
spar or upper skin panel, and 
consequent reduced structural integrity 
of the airplane. This AD requires 
accomplishment of the actions specified 
in the service bulletin described 
previously, except as discussed under 
the heading ‘‘Differences Between This 
AD and the Service Bulletin.’’ This AD 
also requires that operators report 
results of inspection findings to the 
FAA and to Boeing. 

Interim Action 
This is considered to be interim 

action. The inspection reports that are 
required by this AD will enable the 
manufacturer to obtain better insight 
into the nature, cause, and extent of the 
cracking, and eventually to develop 
final action to address the unsafe 
condition. Once final action has been 
identified, the FAA may consider 
further rulemaking. 

Clarification of Inspection Type 
The service bulletin identifies the 

inspection for cracking or other 
discrepancy as a ‘‘visual’’ inspection. 
We have determined that the inspection 
described in the service bulletin 
constitutes a ‘‘detailed’’ inspection. 
Note 2 of this AD defines such an 
inspection. 

Differences Between This AD and the 
Service Bulletin 

Operators should note that, although 
the service bulletin specifies that the 
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