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loaded hole; (2) restricting the hours of 
detonation from 2 hours after sunrise to 
1 hr before sunset to ensure adequate 
observation of marine mammals and sea 
turtles in the safety zone; (3) staggering 
the detonation for each explosive hole 
in order to spread the explosive’s total 
overpressure over time, which in turn 
will reduce the danger zone radius; (4) 
capping the hole containing explosives 
with rock in order to reduce the 
outward potential of the blast, thereby 
reducing the chance of injuring a 
dolphin or sea turtle; (5) matching, to 
the extent possible, the energy needed 
in the ‘‘work effort’’ of the borehole to 
the rock mass to minimize excess energy 
vented into the water column; and (6) 
conducting a marine mammal/sea turtle 
watch with no less than two qualified 
observers from a small water craft and/
or an elevated platform on the 
explosives barge, at least 30 minutes 
before and continue for 30 minutes after 
each detonation to ensure that there are 
no dolphins or sea turtles in the area at 
the time of detonation. The observer 
monitoring program will take place in a 
circular area at least three times the 
radius of the above described caution/
safety zone (called the watch zone). Any 
marine mammal(s) in the danger zone or 
the watch zone will not be forced to 
move out of those zones by human 
intervention. Detonation shall not occur 
until the animal(s) move(s) out of the 
danger zone on its own volition.

In the unlikely event a marine 
mammal or marine turtle is injured or 
killed during blasting, the Contractor 
shall immediately notify the NMFS 
Regional Office.

Reporting
The Corps would like to have 

contractors complete the proposed 
activities in no more than 24 months 
from start date. Therefore, NMFS is 
proposing to issue a 1–year IHA with 
the possibility for renewal upon 
application from the Corps. NMFS 
proposes to require the Corps to submit 
a report of activities 120 days before the 
expiration of the proposed IHA if the 
Corps plans to request a renewal of its 
IHA, or 120 days after the expiration of 
the IHA if a renewal is not being 
requested.

Endangered Species Act
Under section 7 of the ESA, NMFS 

has begun consultation on the proposed 
issuance of an IHA under section 
101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for this 
activity. Consultation will be concluded 
upon completion of the comment period 
and consideration of those comments 
prior to a determination on issuance of 
an IHA.

National Environmental Policy Act

In accordance with section 6.01 of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) Administrative 
Order 216–6 (Environmental Review 
Procedures for Implementing the 
National Environmental Policy Act, May 
20, 1999), NMFS has analyzed both the 
context and intensity of this action and 
determined, based on a programmatic 
NEPA assessment conducted on the 
impact of NMFS’ rulemaking for the 
issuance of IHAs (61 FR 15884; April 
10, 1996); the Corps’ 1989 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Feasibility Report for the Navigation 
Study for the Miami Harbor Channel; 
and the contents, results, and analyses 
of the Corps’ blasting project, will not 
individually or cumulatively result in a 
significant impact on the quality of the 
human environment as defined in 40 
CFR 1508.27. Therefore, based on this 
analysis, the action of issuing an IHA 
governing the incidental taking of 
marine mammals, by harassment for this 
activity meets the definition of a 
‘‘Categorical Exclusion’’ as defined 
under NOAA Administrative Order 
216–6 and is exempted from further 
environmental review.

Preliminary Conclusions

NMFS has preliminarily determined 
that the short-term impact as described 
in this document, should result, at 
worst, in the temporary modification in 
behavior by bottlenose dolphins. While 
behavioral modifications, including 
temporarily vacating the area, may be 
made by these species to avoid the 
resultant visual and acoustic 
disturbance from dredging and 
detonations, this action is expected to 
have a negligible impact on the animals. 
In addition, no take by injury and/or 
death is anticipated, and harassment 
takes will be at the lowest level 
practicable due to incorporation of the 
mitigation measures mentioned 
previously in this document.

Proposed Authorization

NMFS proposes to issue an IHA to the 
Corps for the potential harassment of 
small numbers of bottlenose dolphins 
incidental to deepening the Dodge-
Lummus Island Turning Basin in 
Miami, FL (Turning Basin), provided 
the previously mentioned mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting requirements 
are incorporated. NMFS has 
preliminarily determined that the 
proposed activity would result in the 
harassment of only small numbers of 
bottlenose dolphins and will have no 
more than a negligible impact on this 
marine mammal stock.

Information Solicited
NMFS requests interested persons to 

submit comments, information, and 
suggestions concerning this request (see 
ADDRESSES).

Dated: February 12, 2003.
Laurie K. Allen,
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–3989 Filed 2–18–03; 8:45 am]
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Marine Mammals; File No. 782–1438

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the National Marine Mammal 
Laboratory, NMFS, NOAA, 7600 Sand 
Point Way, NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1, 
Seattle, WA 98115–0070, (Dr. Sue 
Moore, Principal Investigator (PI)) has 
been issued an amendment to scientific 
research Permit No. 782–1438.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 713–2289; fax (301) 713–0376;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 
21668, Juneau, AK 99802–1668; phone 
(907) 586–7221; fax (907) 586–7249.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ruth Johnson, (301) 713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
Regulations Governing the Taking and 
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), the regulations governing the 
taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR 222–226), and the Fur Seal Act of 
1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et 
seq.).

Permit No. 782–1438, issued on 
issued on May 8, 1998 (63 FR 27265) 
authorizes the National Marine Mammal 
Laboratory to take various large and 

VerDate Jan<31>2003 17:57 Feb 18, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\19FEN1.SGM 19FEN1



7987Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 33 / Wednesday, February 19, 2003 / Notices 

small cetacean species through 
photographic aerial surveys (Project I); 
biopsy sampling, tagging and photo-
identification (Project II); small cetacean 
species and pinnipeds through vessel 
surveys (Project III); gray whales 
through biopsy sampling, tagging, 
photo-id and harassment (Project IV); 
and beluga whales by satellite-tagging, 
flipper tagging, VHF radio/time depth 
recorder(TDR) suction cup-tagging and 
biopsy sampling (Project V). The 
amendment increased the number of 
accidental mortalities in Project V to 
three during 2003. This Project will 
expire September 30, 2003.

Dated: January 28, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–3991 Filed 2–18–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) has 
submitted to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35).
AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). 

Title: Electronic Response to Office 
Action and Preliminary Amendment 
Forms. 

Form Number(s): PTO Form 1966 and 
PTO Form 1957. 

Agency Approval Number: 0651–
XXXX. 

Type of Request: New collection. 
Burden: 6,258 hours annually. 
Number of Respondents: 36,815 

responses per year. 
Avg. Hours Per Response: The time 

needed to respond to the response to 
office action form and the preliminary 
amendment form is estimated to be 10 
minutes each. This includes time to 
gather the necessary information, create 
the documents, and submit the 
completed requests. 

Needs and Uses: This collection of 
information is required by the 
Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. 1051 et. seq., 
which provides for the Federal 
registration of trademarks, service 
marks, collective trademarks and service 
marks, collective membership marks, 
and certification marks. Individuals and 

businesses who use their marks, or 
intend to use their marks, in commerce 
regulable by Congress, may file an 
application to register their mark. In 
some cases, the USPTO may issue Office 
Actions requesting missing information, 
or advising applicants of the refusal to 
register the mark. Applicants may also 
submit additional information 
voluntarily by providing a Preliminary 
Amendment. The USPTO administers 
the Trademark Act through 37 CFR Part 
2, which contains the rules that 
implement the Act. 

This collection of information is a 
matter of public record, and is used by 
the public for a variety of private 
business purposes related to 
establishing and enforcing trademark 
rights. 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit; 
not-for-profit institutions; farms; the 
federal Government; and state, local or 
tribal Government. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 

obtain or retain benefits. 
OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker, 

(202) 395–3897. 
Copies of the above information 

collection proposal can be obtained by 
contacting Susan K. Brown, Records 
Officer, Office of Data Architecture and 
Services, Data Administration Division, 
USPTO, Washington, DC 20231, by 
phone at 703–308–7400, or by e-mail to 
susan.brown@uspto.gov. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent on 
or before March 21, 2003 to David 
Rostker, OMB Desk Officer, Room 
10202, New Executive Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: February 11, 2003. 
Susan K. Brown, 
Records Officer, USPTO, Office of Data 
Architecture and Services, Data 
Administration Division.
[FR Doc. 03–3880 Filed 2–18–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–16–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.
ACTION: Correction Notice/Change of 
Comment Period. 

SUMMARY: On January 31, 2003, the 
Department of Education published a 
60-day public comment period notice in 
the Federal Register (Page 5004, 
Column 3) for the information 
collection, ‘‘Indian Education Formula 

Grants to Local Educational Agencies 
(LEAs).’’ This notice should have 
requested comments within the 30-day 
period since a 60-day notice was already 
provided for this program. Interested 
persons are invited to submit comments 
on or before March 21, 2003. The 
Leader, Regulatory Information 
Management Group, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer, hereby issues a 
correction notice as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kathy Axt at her e-mail address 
Kathy.Axt@ed.gov.

Dated: February 12, 2003. 

John D. Tressler, 
Leader, Regulatory Management Group, 
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–3916 Filed 2–18–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.

ACTION: Correction notice/change of 
comment period. 

SUMMARY: On February 12, 2003, the 
Department of Education published a 
30-day notice in the February 12, 2003 
Federal Register (Volume 68, Number 
29, Page 7110) for the Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) Program 
Grant Application. The notice referred 
to the Phase I grant application; 
however, this was incorrect. The 30-day 
notice relates to the Phase II grant 
application. The remaining information 
of that notice remains the same, 
including the public comment end date 
of March 14, 2003. The Leader, 
Regulatory Information Management 
Group, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer, hereby issues a correction 
notice as required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kathy Axt at her e-mail address 
Kathy.Axt@ed.gov.

Dated: February 12, 2003. 

John D. Tressler, 
Leader, Regulatory Management Group, 
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–3917 Filed 2–18–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4000–01–P
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