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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 52
[CC Docket No. 95-116; DA 03-211]

Petition for Declaratory Ruling That
Wireline Carriers Must Provide
Portability to Wireless Carriers
Operating Within Their Service Areas

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Final rule; petition for
declaratory ruling.

SUMMARY: The Commission seeks
comment on a petition for declaratory
ruling from the Cellular
Telecommunications & Internet
Association (CTIA) asking the
Commission to rule that wireline
carriers are obligated to provide
portability of their customers’ telephone
numbers to wireless carriers whose
service area overlaps the wireline
carriers’ rate centers.

DATES: Comments are due on or before
February 26, 2003, and reply comments
are due on or before March 13, 2003
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Salhus, Attorney, (202) 418—
1310.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. On January 23, 2003, the Cellular
Telecommunications & Internet
Association filed a Petition for
Declaratory Ruling (Petition), asking the
Commission to rule that wireline
carriers are obligated to provide
portability of their customers’ telephone
numbers to Commercial Mobile Radio
Service (CMRS) providers whose service
area overlaps the wireline carriers’ rate
centers. CTIA contends that some local
exchange carriers (LECs) have narrowly
construed the number portability
obligations (as found at 47 CFR 52.23
and 52.31) with regard to CMRS
providers, taking the position that
portability is required only where CMRS
providers have established a presence in
the landline rate center where
customers seek to port numbers from
the LEC to CMRS providers.

2. We seek comment on the issues
raised in the Petition. Interested parties
may file comments on or before
February 26, 2003. Reply comments are
due March 13, 2003. Comments may be
filed using the Commission’s Electronic
Comment Filing System (ECFS) or by
filing paper copies. Comments and reply
comments should be filed in the docket
number, CC Docket No. 95-116.

3. This is a “permit but disclose”
proceeding pursuant to § 1.1206 of the
Commission’s Rules. Ex parte

presentations that are made with respect
to the issues involved in the Petition
will be allowed but must be disclosed
in accordance with the requirements of
§1.1206(b) of the Commission’s Rules.

4. Comments filed through the ECFS
can be sent as an electronic file via the
Internet to http://www.fcc.gov/e-file/
ecfs.html. Generally, only one copy of
an electronic submission must be filed.
In completing the transmittal screen,
filing parties should include their full
name, Postal Service mailing address,
and the applicable docket number.
Parties may also submit an electronic
comment by Internet e-mail. To get
filing instructions for e-mail comments,
parties should send an e-mail to
ecfs@fcc.gov, and should include the
following words in the body of the
message, “‘get form <your e-mail
address>.” A sample form and
directions will be sent in reply.
Commenters also may obtain a copy of
the ASCII Electronic Transmittal Form
(FORM-ET) at http://www.fcc.gov/e-file/
email. html.

5. Parties who choose to file by paper
must file an original and four copies of
each filing. Each filing should include
the applicable docket number. Filings
can be sent by hand or messenger
delivery, by commercial overnight
courier, or by first-class or overnight
U.S. Postal Service mail (although we
continue to experience delays in
receiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The
Commission’s contractor, Vistronix,
Inc., will receive hand-delivered or
messenger-delivered paper filings for
the Commission’s Secretary at 236
Massachusetts Avenue, NE., Suite 110,
Washington, DC 20002. The filing hours
at this location are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. All
hand deliveries must be held together
with rubber bands or fasteners. Any
envelopes must be disposed of before
entering the building. Commercial
overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal
Service Express Mail and Priority Mail)
must be sent to 9300 East Hampton
Drive, Capitol Heights, MD 20743. U.S.
Postal Service first-class mail, Express
Mail, and Priority Mail should be
addressed to 445 12th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20554. All filings must
be addressed to the Commission’s
Secretary, Office of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission.
In addition, a diskette copy should be
sent to the Commission’s copy
contractor, Qualex International, Portals
IT, 445 12th Street, SW., Room CY-B402,
Washington, DC 20554, telephone (202)
863—2893, facsimile (202) 863—2898, or
via e-mail to qualexint@aol.com.

6. The full text of the Petition and
responsive comments will be available
electronically on the Commission’s

ECFS under CC Docket No. 95-116. In
addition, copies of these documents are
available for public inspection and
copying during regular business hours
at the FCC Reference Information
Center, Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW.,
Room CY-A257, Washington, DC 20554.
Documents may also be purchased from
the Commission’s duplicating
contractor. Alternative formats
(computer diskette, large print, audio
recording and Braille) are available to
persons with disabilities by contacting
Brian Millin, of the Consumer and
Governmental Affairs Bureau, at (202)
418-7426 (voice) or (202) 418-7365
(TTY), or at bmillin@fcc.gov. This Public
Notice can also be downloaded in Text
and ASCII formats at: http://
www.fcc.gov/cib/dro. For further
information concerning this proceeding,
contact Jennifer Salhus, Policy Division,
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
at (202) 418-1310 (voice), Pam
Slipakoff, at (202) 418—1500 (voice), or
(202) 418-1169 (TTY).

Federal Communications Commission.
James D. Schlichting,

Deputy Chief, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau.

[FR Doc. 03—-3136 Filed 2—12—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021212306-2306-01; I.D.
020603B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Vessels Catching Pacific Cod for
Processing by the Inshore Component
in the Central Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels
catching Pacific cod for processing by
the inshore component in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the interim 2003 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific cod
apportioned to vessels catching Pacific
cod for processing by the inshore
component of the Central Regulatory
Area of the GOA.
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DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), February 9, 2003, until
superseded by the notice of Final 2003
Harvest Specifications of Groundfish for
the GOA, which will be published in
the Federal Register.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The interim 2003 TAC of Pacific cod
apportioned to vessels catching Pacific
cod for processing by the inshore
component in the Central Regulatory
Area is 11,741 metric tons (mt) as
established by the interim 2003 harvest
specifications of groundfish for the GOA
(67 FR 78733, December 26, 2002).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,

NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the interim 2003 TAC
of Pacific cod apportioned to vessels
catching Pacific cod for processing by
the inshore component of the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA will be
reached. Therefore, the Regional
Administrator is establishing a directed
fishing allowance of 11,691 mt, and is
setting aside the remaining 50 mt as
bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
vessels catching Pacific cod for
processing by the inshore component in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at §
679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and

opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the
interim TAC, and therefore reduce the
public’s ability to use and enjoy the
fishery resource.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA also finds good cause
to waive the 30—day delay in the
effective date of this action under 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based
upon the reasons provided above for
waiver of prior notice and opportunity
for public comment.

This action is required by § 679.20

and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: February 10, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—3593 Filed 2—-10-03; 3:59 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S
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