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Materials and Operator License
Proceedings,” of NRC’s rules and
practice for domestic licensing
proceedings in 10 CFR Part 2. Whether
or not a person has or intends to provide
comments as set out in Section II above,
pursuant to § 2.1205(a), any person
(other than an applicant) whose interest
may be affected by this proceeding may
file a request for a hearing in accordance
with §2.1205(d). A request for a hearing
must be filed within thirty (30) days of
the date of publication of this Federal
Register notice.

The request for a hearing must be
filed with the Office of the Secretary
either:

1. By delivery to Secretary, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, One
White Flint North, 11555 Rockville
Pike, Rockville, MD 20852-2738;
between 7:45 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.,
Federal workdays; or

2. By mail, telegram, or facsimile
(301—-415-1101) addressed to the
Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001. Attention: Rulemakings and
Adjudications Staff.

In accordance with 10 CFR
§ 2.1205(f), each request for a hearing
must also be served, by delivering it
personally or by mail, to:

1. The applicant; Lt. Col. Kali K.
Mather, Chief, AFMOA/SGZR, 110 Luke
Avenue, Room 405, Bolling Air Force
Base, Department of the Air Force,
Washington, D.C. 20332-7050; and

2. The NRC staff; by delivery to the
General Counsel, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, One White
Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, MD 20852-2738, between
7:45 a.m. and 4:15 p.m., Federal
workdays, or by mail, addressed to
General Counsel, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington,
DC 20555-0001.

In addition to meeting other
applicable requirements of 10 CFR Part
2 of the NRC’s regulations, a request for
a hearing filed by a person other than
an applicant must describe in detail:

1. The interest of the requestor in the
proceeding;

2. How that interest may be affected
by the results of the proceeding,
including the reasons why the requestor
should be permitted a hearing, with
particular reference to the factors set out
in § 2.1205(h);

3. The requester’s areas of concern
about the licensing activity that is the
subject matter of the proceeding; and

4. The circumstances establishing that
the request for a hearing is timely in
accordance with §2.1205(d).

IV. Public Meeting

There are no public meetings
scheduled for this proceeding.

V. Further Information

The application for the license
amendment and supporting
documentation are available for
inspection at NRC’s Public Electronic
Reading Room at http://www.nrc.gov/
NRC/ADAMS/index.html. The DP can
be found in ADAMS at Accession
Numbers ML021970666 and
ML021970654, while supporting
documentation can be found at
ML023370482. The acceptance letter
can be found at ML023290265. Any
questions with respect to this action
should be referred to D. Blair Spitzberg,
Ph.D., Chief, Fuel Cycle and
Decommissioning Branch, Division of
Nuclear Materials Safety, Region IV,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400,
Arlington, Texas, 76011—-4005.
Telephone: (817) 860—8191, fax number
(817) 860—8188.

Dated at Arlington, Texas, this 27th day of
January 2003.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
D. Blair Spitzberg,

Chief, Fuel Cycle Decommissioning Branch,
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, Region
IvV.

[FR Doc. 03—2414 Filed 1-31-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Draft Revision 9 of NUREG-1021,
““Operator Licensing Examination
Standards for Power Reactors’’; Notice
of Availability

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of Availability for
comment and voluntary, trial use.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) has issued for public
comment and voluntary use, on a trial
basis, Draft Revision 9 of NUREG-1021,
“Operator Licensing Examination
Standards for Power Reactors.” The
Commission uses NUREG-1021 to
provide policy and guidance for the
development, administration, and
grading of written examinations and
operating tests used to determine the
qualifications of individuals who apply
for reactor operator (RO) and senior
reactor operator (SRO) licenses at
nuclear power plants pursuant to the
Commission’s regulations in 10 CFR
Part 55, “Operators’ Licenses.” NUREG—
1021 also provides guidance for

verifying the continued qualifications of
licensed operators when the staff
determines that NRC requalification
examinations are necessary.

The draft revision includes a number
of changes that the NRC staff believes
will reduce the regulatory burden on
facility licensees and improve
efficiency, while maintaining
operational safety and public
confidence: Notably, the RO written
examination has been shortened from
100 to 75 questions, the design of the
100-question SRO written examination
has been clarified and simplified, the
administrative and systems portions of
the walk-through operating test have
been combined and reapportioned, and
the grading criteria for the simulator
operating test have been clarified to
enhance consistency. A number of
additional changes have been made to
address questions raised since Revision
8, Supplement 1, was issued in April
2001 and to conform with other
regulatory activities. The changes are
outlined in the Executive Summary of
the draft revision and are identified
with highlights and strikeouts for ease
of review.

The draft revision is available for
review via the NRC’s Public Electronic
Reading Room (http://www.nrc.gov/
public-involve/doc-comment.html), on
the NRC’s Operator Licensing Web site
(http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operator-
licensing.html), and in the NRC’s Public
Document Room located at 11555
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland. If
you do not have electronic access to
NRC documents, you may request a
single copy of the draft revision by
writing to the Office of the Chief
Information Officer, Reproduction and
Distribution Services Branch, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001 (Facsimile:
301-512-2289). Telephone requests
cannot be accommodated. NUREG
documents are not copyrighted, and
Commission approval is not required to
reproduce them.

Draft Revision 9 is being immediately
implemented on a voluntary, trial basis.
The NRC will evaluate any comments
and recommendations that are received
and any lessons that are learned during
the trial period, incorporate any
additional changes, as appropriate, and,
thereafter, publish final Revision 9 for
general use. Minor changes and
clarifications that may become
necessary during the trial period will be
promulgated, without formal notice, via
the NRC’s Operator Licensing Web site
(http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operator-
licensing.html).
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DATES: The comment period ends
December 31, 2003. Comments received
after this date will be considered if it is
practical to do so, but the staff is able

to assure consideration only for
comments received on or before this
date.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted to the Rules and Directives
Branch, Division of Administrative
Services, Office of Administration, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555—0001. You may
also provide comments via the NRC’s
Operator Licensing Web site (http://
www.nrc.gov/reactors/operator-
licensing.html) or the NRC’s Public
Electronic Reading Room (http://
www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-
collections/nuregs/ #comments). Copies
of comments received may be examined
at the NRC’s Public Document Room,
11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville,
Maryland.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
S. Guenther by telephone at (301) 415—
1056, or by e-mail at sxg@nrc.gov.
Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 23rd day
of January 2003.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Theodore R. Quay,
Chief, Equipment and Human Performance
Branch, Division of Inspection Program
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.
[FR Doc. 03—2413 Filed 1-31-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-47274; File No. 4-429]

Joint Industry Plan; Order Approving
Joint Amendment No. 5 to the Options
Intermarket Linkage Plan To Provide a
Process for Potential New Options
Exchanges To Have Interim Access to
Linkage Information

January 29, 2003.

I. Introduction

On November 8, 2002, November 14,
2002, November 15, 2002, November 26,
2002, and December 6, 2002, the
Philadelphia Stock Exchange, Inc.
(“Phlx”’), International Securities
Exchange, Inc. (“ISE”), Chicago Board
Options Exchange, Inc. (“CBOE”),
American Stock Exchange LLC
(“Amex”), and Pacific Exchange, Inc.
(“PCX”’) (collectively the ‘“Participants’)
respectively submitted to the Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC” or
“Commission’’) in accordance with
section 11A of the Securities Exchange

Act of 1934 (“Act”)? and rule 11Aa3—
2 thereunder,? a proposed amendment
to the Options Intermarket Linkage Plan
(the “Plan”).3 The amendment proposes
to provide a process for potential new
options exchanges to have interim
access to Linkage information to help
such exchanges prepare to join the Plan.
The proposed amendment to the Plan
was published in the Federal Register
on December 26, 2002.4 No comments
were received on the proposed
amendment. This order approves the
proposed amendment to the Plan.

II. Description of the Proposed
Amendment

Currently, the Plan allows a new
exchange to join the Linkage by
executing the Plan, filing an amendment
to the Plan including themselves as a
participant, and paying the then-
applicable participation fee if that
exchange is already a participant in The
Options Clearing Corporation and is a
party to the Plan for Reporting of
Consolidated Options Last Sale Reports
and Quotation Information (“OPRA
Plan”).5 Proposed Amendment No. 5
will provide conditional interim access
to Linkage information by permitting an
applicant to have access to Linkage
documentation, testing and other
necessary Linkage facilities once the
Commission has published for comment
the applicant’s proposed rules
governing the trading of standardized
options.

Proposed Amendment No. 5 also
requires that the applicant affirm that it
is seriously pursuing the establishment

115 U.S.C. 78k-1.

217 CFR 240.11Aa3-2.

30n July 28, 2000, the Commission approved a
national market system plan for the purpose of
creating and operating an intermarket options
market linkage proposed by the Amex, CBOE, and
ISE. See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 43086
(July 28, 2000), 65 FR 48023 (August 4, 2000).
Subsequently, upon request by the Phlx and PCX,
the Commission issued orders to permit these
exchanges to participate in the Linkage Plan. See
Securities Exchange Act Release Nos. 43573
(November 16, 2000), 65 FR 70850 (November 28,
2000) and 43574 (November 16, 2000), 65 FR 70851
(November 28, 2000).

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 47027
(December 18, 2002), 67 FR 78834.

5OPRA is a national market system plan
approved by the Commission pursuant to section
11A of the Exchange Act, 15 U.S.C. 78k-1, and rule
11Aa3-2 thereunder, 17 CFR 240.11Aa3-2. See
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 17638 (March
18, 1981). The OPRA Plan provides for the
collection and dissemination of last sale and
quotation information on options that are traded on
the participant exchanges. The five signatories to
the OPRA Plan that currently operate an options
market are the AMEX, CBOE, ISE, PCX, and Phlx.
The New York Stock Exchange is a signatory to the
OPRA Plan, but sold its options business to the
CBOE in 1997. See Securities Exchange Act Release
No. 38542 (April 23, 1997), 62 FR 23521 (April 30,
1997).

of an options market and pay a
refundable deposit towards the
participation fee. Once an applicant is
granted interim access, such access will
remain in effect for one year. If the
applicant has not yet joined the Linkage
after this time period, it can request an
additional period of access, and the
Linkage participants will not
unreasonably deny such a request.

III. Discussion

After careful consideration, the
Commission finds that the proposed
amendment to the Plan is consistent
with the requirements of the Act and the
rules and regulations thereunder.
Specifically, the Commission finds that
the proposed amendment to the Plan is
consistent with section 11A of the Act®
and rule 11Aa3-2 thereunder,” in that it
is appropriate in the public interest, for
the protection of investors and the
maintenance of fair and orderly markets.

The current provisions of the Plan
effectively require that an applicant
exchange have rules for the trading of
options approved by the Commission
before it can become a participant in the
Linkage. While the Commission believes
that this is a reasonable requirement for
full participation in the Linkage, this
structure does not recognize that an
entity proposing to develop an options
market reasonably needs access to
Linkage information, particularly
technical information, in order to build
its market and prepare for Linkage
participation. The proposed
Amendment will provide an applicant
with conditional interim access to
Linkage information before it is able to
meet the requirements for full
participation.

The Commission recognizes, however,
that new entrants to the Linkage will
require the existing Participants to
expend time and resources working
with an applicant on both technical and
policy issues. Therefore, the
Commission believes that it is
reasonable to place requirements on
applicants that act as a safeguard to
limit access to serious applicants fully
committed to pursuing the development
of an options market.

To this end, Amendment No. 5
proposes that in order to be eligible for
interim access to the Linkage, proposed
rules governing the trading of
standardized options of an applicant
must be published for comment by the
Commission and the applicant must
affirm that it is seriously pursuing the
establishment of an options market. An
applicant also must pay a refundable

615 U.S.C. 78k-1.
717 CFR 240.11Aa3-2.
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