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and voting, of the SAFMC, GMFMC, and
CFMC. However, each Council would
thereafter have the authority to establish
independently the regulations
pertaining to the fisheries in its
respective area of jurisdiction.
Therefore, except for initially approving
the FMP as a whole, the Councils would
not be at liberty to oppose a
management action that did not affect
their respective region. For example, in
the most recent draft of the joint FMP,
the SAFMC proposed a size limit for
dolphin along the U.S. Atlantic coast,
but the GMFMC and CFMC did not
establish a size limit in their respective
areas, nor could the GMFMC or CFMC
oppose that proposed SAFMC action.
The decision to approve or disapprove
a management action lies solely with
the Secretary. As with the 1999
designation, under the new designation,
the MAFMC and NEFMC would remain
as advisors to the SAFMC for
management actions that affected their
respective areas of jurisdiction.

In regards to the establishment of a
broader, international-based
management strategy, NMFS outlined
its position regarding the designation of
a restricted alternative management unit
that includes only the U.S. Atlantic
waters in the response to Comment 1.
The dolphin and wahoo stocks are not
overfished, nor are they undergoing
overfishing, and management as
proposed by the SAFMC for its area of
authority for these stocks (the U.S.
Atlantic coast) is intended to address
issues of concern within this area.
NMFS and the SAFMC will continue to
monitor the status of these stocks, and
should the need arise to manage these
stocks on a broader scale, an alternative
management strategy can be devised.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: January 23, 2003.
Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs,National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—2030 Filed 1-28-03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice announces that on
January 21, 2003, the United States
District Court for the Northern District
of California issued an order that stayed
the implementation of the final finding
made on December 31, 2002, by the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NMFS, (Assistant Administrator). The
stay of the labeling standard for
“dolphin-safe” tuna became effective on
January 23, 2003, and shall remain in
effect for 90 days from the effective date
or until a ruling is issued on a motion
for a preliminary injunction, to be
published in the Federal Register.

DATES: Effective on January 23, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nicole R. Le Boeuf, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, 301-713-2322.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Dolphin Protection Consumer
Information Act (DPCIA) (16 U.S.C.
1385), as amended by the International
Dolphin Conservation Program Act,
requires the Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary) to make a finding, based on
the results of specified scientific
research, information obtained under
the International Dolphin Conservation
Program, and any other relevant
information, as to whether the
intentional deployment on or
encirclement of dolphins with purse
seine nets is having a “significant
adverse impact” on any depleted
dolphin stock in the eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean (ETP). On December 31,
2002, the Assistant Administrator, on
behalf of the Secretary, issued a final
finding required under subsection (g)(2)
of the DPCIA published a notification in
the Federal Register on January 15,
2003 (68 FR 2010).

In the final finding, the Assistant
Administrator determined that the chase
and intentional deployment on or
encirclement of dolphins with purse
seine nets is not having a significant
adverse impact on depleted dolphin
stocks in the ETP. The final finding
changed the definition of dolphin-safe
for tuna products containing tuna
harvested in the ETP by purse seine
vessels with carrying capacity greater
than 400 short tons and exported from,
sold in, the United States. Based upon
the final finding, the definition of
dolphin-safe for such tuna will be
governed by the provisions of
subsection (h)(1) of the DPCIA (16
U.S.C. 1385). Under this definition,
dolphin-safe means that dolphins can be
encircled or chased during the trip in
which the tuna was harvested, but that
no dolphins can be killed or seriously

injured in the set in which the tuna was
harvested.

On December 31, 2002, Earth Island
Institute, eight organizations, and one
individual person filed a complaint in
the United States District Court for the
Northern District of California. This
complaint challenges the final finding of
the Assistant Administrator and seeks to
enjoin any change to the dolphin-safe
labeling standard for tuna harvested
with purse seine nets.

On January 21, 2003, the Court, at the
request of all parties, issued an order
that stayed the implementation the final
finding. Under the terms of this order,
the labeling standard for dolphin-safe
tuna shall be governed by the provisions
of subsection (h)(2) of the DPCIA. Under
that provision, tuna harvested by purse
seine vessels with 400 short tons or
greater carrying capacity in the ETP is
deemed dolphin-safe if, “no tuna were
caught on the trip in which such tuna
were harvested using a purse seine net
intentionally deployed on or to encircle
dolphins, and no dolphins were killed
or seriously injured during the sets in
which the tuna were caught.” The terms
of the order further provide that this
labeling standard shall remain in effect
for 90 days from the date of the order
or until a ruling is issued on a motion
for a preliminary injunction, which will
be published in the Federal Register.

Dated: January 23, 2003.
Rebecca J. Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—-1973 Filed 1-24-03; 12:28 pm]
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SUMMARY: The National Marine
Sanctuary Program (NMSP) is holding a
meeting of the Chairs of its eleven site-
specific Sanctuary Advisory Councils
(Councils). The purpose of the meeting
is to obtain recommendations from the
Chairs on the prioritization of a list of
policy topics that should be addressed
on a programmatic basis and, if time
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