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Preliminary Results of Review

In accordance with 19 CFR
351.221(b)(4)(i), we calculated a subsidy
rate for Magnola, the sole producer/
exporter subject to this new shipper
review. For the period January 1, 2001,
through December 31, 2001, we
preliminarily find the net subsidy rate
for Magnola to be 7.00 percent ad
valorem. We will disclose our
calculations to the interested parties
pursuant to section 351.224(b) of the
regulations.

Upon completion of this new shipper
review, the Department will determine,
and the Customs Service shall assess,
countervailing duties on all appropriate
entries. In accordance with 19 CFR
351.212(b)(2), we have calculated a
company-specific assessment rate for
merchandise subject to this review. The
Department will issue appropriate
assessment instructions directly to the
Customs Service within 15 days of
publication of the final results of
review. If these preliminary results are
adopted in the final results of review,
we will direct the Customs Service to
assess the resulting assessment rates
against the entered customs values for
the subject merchandise on each of the
company’s entries during the review
period. The Department also intends to
instruct Customs to collect cash
deposits of estimated countervailing
duties at the rate of 7.00 percent on the
f.o.b. value of all shipments of the
subject merchandise from Magnola
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the date of
publication of the final results of this
new shipper review.

Public Comment

Interested parties may request a
hearing within 30 days of the date of
publication of this notice. Any hearing,
if requested, will be held two days after
the scheduled date for submission of
rebuttal briefs (see below). Interested
parties may submit written arguments in
case briefs within 30 days of the date of
publication of this notice. Rebuttal
briefs, limited to issues raised in case
briefs, may be filed no later than five
days after the date of filing the case
briefs. Parties who submit briefs in these
proceedings should provide a summary
of the arguments not to exceed five
pages and a table of statutes,
regulations, and cases cited. Copies of
case briefs and rebuttal briefs must be
served on interested parties in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.303(f).

Representatives of parties to the
proceeding may request disclosure of
proprietary information under
administrative protective order no later

than 10 days after the representative’s
client or employer becomes a party to
the proceeding, but in no event later
than the date the case briefs, under 19
CFR 351.309(c)(1)(ii), are due.

The Department will publish a notice
of the final results of this new shipper
review within 90 days of the publication
of these preliminary results.

This new shipper review and notice is
in accordance with sections
751(a)(2)(B)(iv)and 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: January 21, 2003.
Faryar Shirzad,

Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.

[FR Doc. 03-1898 Filed 1-27-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 011503A]

Marine Mammals and Endangered
Species; File No 369-1440-01 and 1409

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of application for
amendment and receipt of application
for permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that:

Dr. Bruce R. Mate, Oregon State
University, has requested an
amendment to scientific research Permit
No. 369-1440-01; and

Karen G. Holloway-Adkins, Executive
Director of East Coast Biologists, Inc.,
Indialantic, FL 32903, has applied for a
scientific research permit.

DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before February
27, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The amendment request,
application and related documents are
available for review upon written
request or by appointment in the
following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376;

(Permit 369—1440) - Assistant
Regional Administrator for Protected
Resources, Northeast Region, NMFS,
One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978)281-9346; fax
(978)281-9371; and

(Permit 369-1440 and File No. 1409)
- Assistant Regional Administrator for
Protected Resources, Southeast Region,

NMEFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive
North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33702—-2432;
phone (727)570-5312; fax (727)570—
5517.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this request should be
submitted to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular amendment
request would be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)713-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or other electronic media.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth Johnson, Carrie Hubard or Amy
Sloan (301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject amendment to Permit No. 369—
1440-01, issued on September 18, 1998
(63 FR 52686) is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the Regulations
Governing the Taking and Importing of
Marine Mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and
the regulations governing the taking,
importing, and exporting of endangered
and threatened species (50 CFR 222—
226).

Permit No. 369-1440-01 (Dr. Mate)
authorizes the permit holder to: (1)
approach to tag/biopsy sample,
photograph and evaluate tag attachment
on seven species of large whales; (2)
opportunistically photograph an
unlimited number of cetaceans and
pinnipeds; (3) conduct research in the
North Pacific, North Atlantic and
International waters thereof; and (4)
import/export samples for genetic
analysis. The permit holder now
requests authorization to conduct
tagging/biopsy sampling on up to 24 fin
whales (Baleanoptera physalus) in the
Mediterranean Sea.

Ms. Holloway-Adkins (File No. 1409)
requests a permit to take 100 green sea
turtles (Chelonia mydas) and 10
loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta)
annually for scientific research. Turtles
will be captured, handled, measured,
weighed, flipper and PIT tagged, and
lavaged. The research will characterize
the turtle aggregations using the
nearshore reefs in central Brevard
County as developmental habitat, their
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size class and foraging habitats and
movements.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of the
amendment request to the Marine
Mammal Commission and its
Committee of Scientific Advisors.

Dated:January 21, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03-1907 Filed 1-27-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Telecommunications and
Information Administration

Docket No. 010222048-3014-08

The Utility Service Cancellation
Notices Exception to the Electronic
Signatures in Global and National
Commerce Act

AGENCY: National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA),
U.S. Department of Commerce

ACTION: Notice, Request For Comments

SUMMARY: Section 101 of the Electronic
Signatures in Global and National
Commerce Act, Pub. L. No. 106-229,
codified at 15 U.S.C. 7001 et seq.
(“ESIGN” or “the Act”), preserves the
legal effect, validity, and enforceability
of signatures and contracts relating to
electronic transactions and electronic
signatures used in the formation of
electronic contracts. 15 U.S.C. 7001(a).
Section 103 (a) and (b) of the Act,
however, provides that the provisions of
section 101 do not apply to contracts
and records governed by statutes and
regulations regarding court documents;
probate and domestic law matters; state
commercial law; consumer law covering
utility services, residential property
foreclosures and defaults, and insurance
benefits; product recall notices; and
hazardous materials documents. Section
103 of the Act also requires the
Secretary of Commerce, through the
Assistant Secretary for
Communications, to review the
operation of these exceptions to
evaluate whether they continue to be
necessary for consumer protection, and

to make recommendations to Congress
based on this evaluation. 15
U.S.C.7003(c)(1). This Notice is
intended to solicit comments from
interested parties for purposes of this
evaluation, specifically on the utility
cancellation notices exception to the
ESIGN Act. See 15 U.S.C. 7003(a)(3).
NTIA has published separate notices
requesting comment on the other
exceptions listed in section 103 of the
ESIGN Act.?

DATES: Written comments and papers
are requested to be submitted on or
before March 31, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be submitted to Josephine Scarlett,
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration, 14th Street
and Constitution Ave., N.W.,
Washington, DC 20230. Paper
submissions should include a three and
one-half inch computer diskette in
HTML, ASCII, Word, or WordPerfect
format (please specify version).
Diskettes should be labeled with the
name and organizational affiliation of
the filer, and the name of the word
processing program used to create the
document. In the alternative, comments
may be submitted electronically to the
following electronic mail address:
esignstudy__utilnot@ntia.doc.gov.
Comments submitted via electronic mail
also should be submitted in one or more
of the formats specified above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions about this request for
comment, contact: Josephine Scarlett,
Attorney, Office of the Chief Counsel,
NTIA, 14th Street and Constitution
Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20230,
telephone (202) 482—-1816 or electronic
mail: jscarlett@ntia.doc.gov. Media
inquiries should be directed to the
Office of Public Affairs, National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, at (202) 482-7002.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background: Electronic Signatures in
Global and National Commerce Act
Congress enacted the Electronic
Signatures in Global and National
Commerce Act, Pub. L. No. 106-229,
114 Stat. 464 (2000), to facilitate the use
of electronic records and signatures in
interstate and foreign commerce and to

1Comments submitted in response to the Federal
Register notices requesting comment on the other
exceptions to ESIGN will be considered as part of
the same section 103 evaluation and not as part of
a separate review of the Act. Notices have been
published on the following exceptions to ESIGN:
court, family law, and hazardous materials
documents; wills; product recall, housing default,
and insurance cancellation notices; and contracts
governed by state uniform commercial law. See 67
Fed.Reg. 56277, 56279, 59828, 61599, 63379, 69201,
75849, and 78421.

remove uncertainty about the validity of
contracts entered into electronically.
Section 101 requires, among other
things, that electronic signatures,
contracts, and records be given legal
effect, validity, and enforceability.
Sections 103(a) and (b) of the Act
provides that the requirements of
section 101 shall not apply to contracts
and records governed by statutes and
regulations regarding: court documents;
probate and domestic law matters; state
commercial law; consumer law covering
utility services, residential default and
foreclosure notices, and insurance
benefits cancellation notices; product
recall notices; and hazardous materials
documents.

The statutory language providing for
an exception to section 101 of ESIGN for
utility cancellation or disconnection
notices is found in section 103(b) of the
Act:

Sec. 103. [15 U.S.C. 7003] Specific
Exceptions.
* *x % %

(b) Additional Exceptions.—The
provisions of section 101 shall not apply
to—

(2) any notice of—

(A) the cancellation or termination of
utility services (including water, heat,
and power);

EE

The statutory language requiring the
Assistant Secretary for Communications
and Information to submit a report to
Congress on the results of the evaluation
of the section 103 exceptions to the
ESIGN Act is found in section 103(c)(1)
of the Act as set forth below.

(c) Review of Exceptions.—

(1) Evaluation required.— The
Secretary of Commerce, acting through
the Assistant Secretary for
Communications and Information, shall
review the operation of the exceptions
in subsections (a) and (b) to evaluate,
over a period of 3 years, whether such
exceptions continue to be necessary for
the protection of consumers. Within 3
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Assistant Secretary shall submit
a report to Congress on the results of
such evaluation.

Utility Service Cancellation Notices

The rates, terms and conditions of
service provided by electric, gas,
telephone, water and sewer companies
are governed by federal and state laws
and regulations. These federal, state,
and municipal regulations prescribe
methods and procedures that govern
how utility companies make voluntary
and involuntary terminations of service
to customers, and how notices of
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