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reading copies will also be available at 
the following Bureau of Land 
Management locations: Office of 
External Affairs, Main Interior Building, 
Room 6214, 18th and C Streets NW, 
Washington, DC 20240; External Affairs 
Office; Montana State Office, 5001 
Southgate Drive, Billings, MT 59107; 
Miles City Field Office, 111 Garryowen 
Road, Miles City, MT 59301. 

The BLM RMP process includes an 
opportunity for review of BLM’s 
proposed decisions by filing a plan 
protest with the BLM’s Director. Any 
person or organization that participated 
in the planning process and has an 
interest which is, or may be, adversely 
affected by approval of this proposed 
Plan Amendment may protest the plan. 
Careful adherence to the following 
guidelines will assist in preparing a 
protest: 

Only those persons or organizations 
that participated in the planning process 
may protest. A protesting party may 
raise only those issues that were 
commented on during the planning 
process. However, additional issues may 
be raised at any time and should be 
directed to the Miles City Field Office 
for consideration in plan 
implementation as potential plan 
amendments or as otherwise 
appropriate. In order to be considered 
complete, a protest must contain at a 
minimum, the following information: 

• Name, mailing address, telephone 
number, and interest of the person filing 
the protest 

• Statement of the issue being 
protested 

• Statement of the portion of the plan 
being protested 

To the extent possible, this should be 
done by reference to specific pages, 
paragraphs, sections, tables, and maps 
in the Final EIS and proposed 
Amendment. A copy of all documents 
addressing the issue submitted during 
the planning process or a reference to 
the date the issue was discussed for the 
record. A concise statement explaining 
why the BLM State Director’s decision 
is believed to be incorrect is a critical 
part of the protest. It is important to take 
care to document all relevant facts and 
reference or cite the planning 
documents, environmental analysis 
documents, and available planning 
records (meeting minutes, summaries, 
correspondence). A protest without any 
supporting data will not provide the 
BLM with sufficient information to 
assess the protest, and therefore, the 
Director’s review will be based on 
existing analysis and supporting data.
ADDRESSES: All protests on BLM’s 
proposed decisions must be filed in 

writing to: (Regular Mail) Director, 
Bureau of Land Management, Attention: 
Ms. Brenda Williams, Protest 
Coordinator, PO Box 66538, Washington 
DC 20035; or (Overnight Mail) Director, 
Bureau of Land Management, Attention: 
Ms. Brenda Williams, Protest 
Coordinator, 1620 L Street, NW., Room 
1075, Washington, DC 20036.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Final 
EIS and proposed plan amendments are 
a joint effort between the BLM and the 
State of Montana. They are being 
prepared to analyze impacts to lands 
and resources as a result of proposed oil 
and gas development, primarily coal 
bed methane. The current Powder River 
and Billings RMPs, as amended by 
BLM’s 1994 Oil and Gas Amendment of 
the Billings, Powder River, and South 
Dakota RMPs, support limited 
conventional oil and gas development 
and limited coal bed methane 
exploration and production. About 
9,500 conventional oil and gas wells (all 
ownership categories) are located in the 
planning area. The Final EIS indicates 
that the 20-year expansion in 
development could result in the drilling 
of up to 26,000 coalbed methane wells 
(8,500 to 16,400 of which are expected 
to be producing wells) and 450 to 1,775 
conventional oil and gas wells within 
the Billings and Powder River RMP 
areas. 

The Final EIS and proposed 
amendments are being prepared to 
analyze this increased interest in oil and 
gas activity. The five alternatives 
developed by BLM and the State present 
a range of management scenarios to 
address the issues: Alternative A—
existing management (No Action); 
Alternative B—emphasize soil, water, 
air, vegetation, wildlife, and cultural 
resources protection; Alternative C—
emphasize coal bed methane 
development; Alternative D—encourage 
coal bed methane exploration and 
development while maintaining existing 
land uses; and Alternative E—the BLM 
and State Preferred Alternative, which 
combines features of Alternatives B 
through D and manages development of 
CBM in an environmentally sound 
manner. The Final EIS discloses the 
environmental consequences of each 
alternative. 

A copy of the Final EIS and proposed 
Amendment has been sent to all 
individuals, agencies, and groups who 
have expressed interest or as required 
by regulation or policy. Copies are also 
available upon request from the BLM at 
the address listed above. 

Four designated cooperating agencies 
helped BLM and the State prepare the 
EIS: the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 

United States Department of Energy, the 
Crow Tribe, and the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
Consultation with both the Crow and 
Northern Cheyenne tribes has taken 
place throughout the process to gather 
their input and concerns. Consultation 
with FWS has occurred, and the BLM 
has also met with individuals from the 
general public, special interest groups, 
industry, and local governments upon 
their request. The Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe has declined to become a 
cooperating agency, but was invited by 
BLM to participate in all cooperating 
agency activities. 

The BLM and the State conducted 
public hearings across Montana on the 
Draft EIS and Amendment. The time 
and locations of the hearings were 
announced in local news releases.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Bloom, Coal Bed Methane 
Program Manager, Bureau of Land 
Management, 111 Garryowen Road, 
Miles City, MT 59301, (406) 233–3649.

Dated: December 17, 2002. 
Thomas P. Lonnie, 
Acting State Director.
[FR Doc. 03–1081 Filed 1–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–$$–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management 

[WY–090–03–1610–DQ] 

Notice of Availability of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Powder River Basin Oil and Gas 
Project and Proposed Resource 
Management Plan Amendments; 
Johnson, Sheridan, Campbell, and 
Converse Counties, WY

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA) of 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS), and Proposed Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) Amendments. 

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) announces the 
availability of the FEIS for the Powder 
River Basin Oil and Gas Project and 
Proposed Plan Amendments to the 
Buffalo RMP (1985), Platte River RMP 
(1985) and Thunder Basin National 
Land and Resource Management Plan 
(LRMP) (Forest Service 2002). The FEIS 
documents the direct, indirect, and 
cumulative environmental impacts from 
the development of oil and gas 
resources within the project area in 
Sheridan, Campbell, Johnson, and 
Converse Counties, Wyoming. The FEIS 

VerDate Dec<13>2002 18:24 Jan 16, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00087 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\17JAN1.SGM 17JAN1



2571Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 12 / Friday, January 17, 2003 / Notices 

describes and analyzes options for 
developing oil and gas resources while 
providing protection to other land uses 
and resource values. The Forest Service 
and the State of Wyoming (Wyoming 
Department of Environmental Quality) 
are cooperating agencies.
DATES: The Powder River Basin Oil and 
Gas Project FEIS and Proposed Plan 
Amendments will be available for 
review for 30 calendar days from the 
date the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) publishes its NOA in the 
Federal Register. Comments on the 
Powder River Basin Oil and Gas Project 
FEIS (PRB EIS) must be filed within the 
30-day review period. Under the 
provisions of 43 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) § 1610.5 protests of 
proposed BLM RMP amendments must 
be filed with the Director in accordance 
with the instructions described in the 
FEIS and included in the Supplemental 
Information section of this notice. 
Protest of the proposed amendments to 
the Buffalo and Platte River RMPs will 
be accepted no later than 30 calendar 
days from the date the EPA publishes its 
NOA in the Federal Register. The Forest 
Service would amend the Thunder 
Basin National LRMP under its land and 
resources management planning 
processes and authorities.
ADDRESSES: A copy of the FEIS has been 
sent to affected Federal, State, and local 
government agencies and to interested 
parties. The document will be available 
electronically on the following Web site: 
http://www.prb-eis.org. Copies of the 
FEIS are available for public inspection 
at the following BLM office locations:

• Bureau of Land Management, 
Wyoming State Office, 5353 
Yellowstone Road, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
82003 

• Bureau of Land Management, 
Buffalo Field Office, 1425 Fort Street, 
Buffalo, Wyoming 82834 

• Bureau of Land Management, 
Casper Field Office, 2987 Prospector 
Drive, Casper, Wyoming 82604–2968
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact Mr. 
Paul Beels, Project Manager, 1425 Fort 
Street, Buffalo, WY 82834, or 
paul_beels@blm.gov. Mr. Beels may also 
be reached at 307–684–1168.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FEIS 
analyzes a proposal by companies to 
drill and develop additional oil and gas 
resources, including coalbed methane 
(CBM), in Wyoming’s Powder River 
Basin. Oil and gas development 
activities would include drilling, 
operating, and reclaiming almost 39,400 
new CBM wells and 3,000 oil and gas 
wells; and constructing, operating, and 
reclaiming various ancillary facilities 
needed to support the new wells. 

Drilling would begin in 2003 and 
continue for 10 years. 

The project area includes almost 
8,000,000 acres in northeastern 
Wyoming, encompassing all of Johnson 
and Sheridan Counties except the 
Bighorn National Forest System lands, 
all of Campbell County and the northern 
portion of Converse County. The public 
lands and Federal mineral resources 
analyzed include all of those 
administered by the BLM Buffalo Field 
Office (FO) and a small portion that is 
administered by the Casper FO. The 
mineral resources analyzed also include 
the Federal oil and gas underlying the 
National Forest System lands and 
surface resources (Thunder Basin 
National Grassland) administered by the 
USDA Forest Service. 

The FEIS describes the physical, 
biological, cultural, historic, and 
socioeconomic resources in and 
surrounding the project area. The focus 
for impact analysis was based upon 
resource issues and concerns identified 
during the public scoping process. 
Potential impacts of concern from 
development (not in priority order), are: 
economic, social, health and safety 
effects on the communities of Buffalo, 
Sheridan, and Gillette, Wyoming, and 
other surrounding communities; crucial 
elk winter range; sage grouse and raptor 
breeding and nesting; soil erosion; air 
quality effects; groundwater draw down 
and contamination; surface water 
quality; historic Bozeman Trail 
condition and its viewshed; and 
cumulative effects. The primary issues 
driving alternative development are 
water quality and quantity and air 
quality. 

Three alternatives were analyzed in 
detail: (1) Proposed Action, (2) Proposed 
Action with Reduced Emission Levels 
and Expanded Produced Water 
Handling Scenarios, and (3) No Action. 
Alternative 1 consisted of a combination 
of the CBM development proposal 
submitted by the oil and gas companies 
and non-CBM oil and gas development 
possibilities described in BLM’s 
Reasonable Foreseeable Development 
(RFD) scenario. Alternative 2 was 
developed in response to issues raised 
during the public and agency scoping 
process. This alternative, which consists 
of Alternatives ‘‘2A’’ and ‘‘2B’’, would 
replace some of the proposed gas-fired 
compressors with electrical compressors 
and would involve a more limited 
amount of water that would be 
discharged directly to the watersheds. 
As required by National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), the No Action 
alternative is a basis for comparison 
with other alternatives analyzed in the 
EIS. For this project, the No Action 

Alternative would not authorize 
additional development of oil and gas 
on Federal leases within the Project 
Area. Drilling would continue on State 
and private leases, irrespective of the 
decisions resulting from this document. 

Agency-Preferred Alternative: BLM’s 
preferred alternative is a combination of 
Alternative 2A and Alternative 1. The 
Preferred Alternative includes the use of 
natural gas powered compressors but 
does not preclude the use of electric 
powered compressor stations, as 
outlined in Alternative 1. All other parts 
of the Preferred Alternative are as 
outlined in Alternative 2A. The 
Preferred Alternative allows the 
Wyoming DEQ maximum flexibility to 
comply with applicable national and 
state air and water quality standards. 

Proposed Land Use Plan 
Amendments: The BLM RMPs would be 
amended to allow oil and gas 
exploration and development at the 
level analyzed in the FEIS and to adopt 
new conditions of use. In addition, the 
FEIS updates the NEPA analysis for the 
RMPs for management of oil and gas 
exploration and development on federal 
leases. 

For the U.S. Forest Service, the FEIS 
will be used to allow oil and gas 
exploration and development at the 
level analyzed in the FEIS, update the 
NEPA analysis for the LRMP and adopt 
the 2002 LRMP stipulations for the area 
west of the coal outcrop line. 

The Proposed Plan Amendments do 
not include changes to the leasing 
allocation decisions, as the FEIS does 
not address leasing. 

RMP amendments would provide 
complete and concise descriptions of 
applicable management practices for oil 
and gas development. 

The DEIS was available for public 
review and comment from January 18, 
2002, through May 15, 2002. The 
distribution list included the agencies, 
companies, organizations, and 
individuals that had expressed an 
interest in the project during scoping. 
The list included several Federal and 
State agencies and elected officials to 
whom BLM commonly sends EISs. 
During this period, the BLM encouraged 
reviewers to submit written comments 
on the DEIS. In addition, the BLM held 
public meetings on the DEIS on March 
18–21, 2002, to provide the public with 
the opportunity to submit oral and 
written comments. All comments 
presented throughout the process have 
been considered. 

Ultimately, the BLM State Director’s 
decision whether to adopt the proposed 
RMP amendment will be documented in 
a Record of Decision and issued under 
the authority of the Federal Land Policy 
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and Management Act as codified at 43 
CFR part 1610. If adopted, these 
proposed RMP amendments do not 
constitute authorization to the oil and 
gas companies to implement projects 
nor engage in any ground-disturbing 
activities. Decisions regarding these site-
specific implementation activities are 
subject to further NEPA analysis and 
appeal, as provided by applicable 
regulations.

Protest Instructions: Publication of 
this EIS prepared for a RMP amendment 
affords the public the opportunity to 
protest. Instructions for filing a protest 
with the Director of the BLM regarding 
the State Director’s proposed 
amendments to the Buffalo and Platte 
River RMPs may be found at 43 CFR 
1610.5. Any person who participated in 
the planning process and has an interest 
or may be adversely affected by the 
approval of the proposed Plan 
Amendment, may protest such 
approval. A protest may raise only those 
issues that were submitted for the 
record during the planning process. The 
protest must be in writing and must be 
filed with the Director. The protest must 
be filed within 30 days from the date the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
publishes the NOA in the Federal 
Register. The protest must contain:
i. The name, mailing address, telephone 

number, and interest of the person 
filing the protest; 

ii. A statement of the issue or issues 
being protested; 

iii. A statement of the part, or parts, of 
the plan or amendment being 
protested; 

iv. A copy of all documents addressing 
the issue, or issues, that were 
submitted during the planning 
process by the protesting party or 
an indication of the date the issue, 
or issues, were discussed for the 
record; and 

v. A concise statement explaining why 
the State Director’s decision is 
believed to be wrong.

The Director must promptly render a 
decision on the protest. The decision 
must be in writing and must set forth 
the reasons for the decision. The 
decision must be sent to the protesting 
party by certified mail, return receipt 
requested. The decision of the Director 
must be the final decision for the 
Department of the Interior. 

Protest Filing Addresses: Protests 
submitted electronically will not be 
accepted. File written protests by: 
Surface mail: U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 
Director (210), Attn: Ms. Brenda 
Williams, Protest Coordinator, P.O. Box 
66538, Washington DC 20035 or 

Overnight mail: U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 
Director, Protest Coordinator (WO–210), 
1620 L Street, NW., Room 1075, 
Washington, DC 20036.

Dated: December 18, 2002. 
Robert P. Henry, 
Acting State Director.
[FR Doc. 03–1082 Filed 1–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–42–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management 

[UT–912–03–1120–PG–24–1A] 

Notice of Resource Advisory Council 
Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Department of Interior.
ACTION: Notice of Utah Resource 
Advisory Council (RAC) Meeting. 

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice is 
to announce a Resource Advisory 
Council Meeting scheduled for February 
12, 2003, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

The Bureau of Land Management’s 
(BLM) Utah Statewide Resource 
Advisory Council (RAC) will be meeting 
on February 12, 2003, at the Best 
Western Salt Lake Plaza Hotel, Salt Lake 
Conference Room (main level of hotel), 
122 West South Temple, (801) 521–
0130, Salt Lake City, Utah. The meeting 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 
4 p.m. 

Agenda topics include an update on 
the San Rafael Swell, a report from the 
Raptor Subgroup, status report on the 
RMP planning process, an overview of 
the drought situation, feedback and 
discussion on the November RAC 
satellite broadcast, and RAC work plans 
for the future. 

A public comment period is 
scheduled from 3:30 p.m.–4 p.m. where 
members of the public may address the 
Council. Written comments may be 
mailed to the Bureau of Land 
Management at the address listed below. 

All meetings are open to the public; 
however, transportation, lodging, and 
meals are the responsibility of the 
participating public.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact 
Sherry Foot, Special Programs 
Coordinator, Utah State Office, Bureau 
of Land Management, 324 South State 
Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111; 
phone (801) 539–4195.

Dated: Janaury 6, 2003. 
Sally Wisely, 
State Director.
[FR Doc. 03–1083 Filed 1–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–$$–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management 

[60% to CO–956–1420–BJ–0000–241A; 11% 
to CO–956–1910–BJ–4497–241A; 29% to 
CO–956–9820–BJ–CO01–241A] 

Colorado: Filing of Plats of Survey 

January 6, 2003.
SUMMARY: The plats of survey of the 
following described land will be 
officially filed in the Colorado State 
Office, Bureau of Land Management, 
Lakewood, Colorado, effective 10 a.m., 
January 6, 2003. All inquiries should be 
sent to the Colorado State Office, Bureau 
of Land Management, 2850 Youngfield 
Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215–
7093. 

The plat representing the dependent 
resurvey and survey in Township 34 
North, Range 2 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian, Group 1315, 
Colorado, was accepted December 10, 
2002. 

This survey and plat were requested 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for 
administrative and management 
purposes. 

The plat representing the dependent 
resurvey and survey in Township 49 
North, Range 7 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian, Group 1247, 
Colorado, was accepted October 31, 
2002. 

This survey and plat were requested 
by the National Park Service for 
administrative and management 
purposes. 

The plat representing the limited 
corrective dependent resurvey in 
Township 7 North, Range 70 West, 
Sixth Principal Meridian, Group 761, 
Colorado, was accepted October 30, 
2002. 

The plat representing the dependent 
resurvey of certain mineral surveys in 
Township 42 North, Range 7 West, New 
Mexico Principal Meridian, Group 1333, 
Colorado, was accepted November 22, 
2002. 

The plat representing the corrective 
dependent resurvey in section 21, 
Township 6 North, Range 70 West, 
Sixth Principal Meridian, Group 632, 
Colorado, was accepted December 12, 
2002. 

The amended field notes, correcting 
the 1978 descriptions, for the East 1/16 
section corner of sections 17 and 20, 
and the Center West 1/16 section corner 
of section 19, in T. 6 North, Range 70 
West, Sixth Principal Meridian, Group 
632, Colorado, was accepted November 
21, 2002. 

The amended field notes, correcting 
the 1977 description, for the Center 
South 1/16 section corner of section 28, 
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