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on the amounts that a Bank may set
aside from its annual required AHP
contributions for the current year and
the subsequent year, toward
homeownership set-aside programs,
from the 2002 limit of $3.0 million to
$3.1 million, effective January 1, 2003.
The Finance Board arrived at the
adjusted limit of $3.1 million by
rounding to the nearest $100,000.
Pursuant to § 951.3(a)(1)(iii), the
Finance Board also applied the 2.2
percent increase in the unadjusted CPI–
U to the 2002 maximum dollar limit on
the amount that a Bank may set aside
from its annual required AHP
contributions, for the current year and
the subsequent year, towards an
additional first-time homebuyer setaside program. Rounding the resulting
number to the nearest $100,000, the
maximum dollar limit remains at the
2002 level of $1.5 million, effective
January 1, 2003. In addition, pursuant to
§ 951.3(a)(2), based on the 2.2 percent
increase in the unadjusted CPI–U, the
Finance Board has adjusted the
maximum dollar limit on the amount
that a Bank may allocate from its annual
required AHP contribution for the
subsequent year to the current year’s
competitive application program, from
the 2002 limit of $3.0 million to $3.1
million, effective January 1, 2003. The
Finance Board arrived at the adjusted
limit of $3.1 million by rounding to the
nearest $100,000.
Dated: December 31, 2002.
Federal Housing Finance Board.
John T. Korsmo,
Chairman.
[FR Doc. 03–196 Filed 1–6–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6725–01–P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM
Sunshine Act Meeting
AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System.
TIME AND DATE: 11 a.m., Monday,
January 13, 2003.
PLACE: Marriner S. Eccles Federal
Reserve Board Building, 20th and C
Streets, NW., Washington, DC 20551.
STATUS: Closed.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. Personnel actions (appointments,
promotions, assignments,
reassignments, and salary actions)
involving individual Federal Reserve
System employees.
2. Any items carried forward from a
previously announced meeting.
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CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Michelle A. Smith, Assistant to the
Board; (202) 452–2955.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: You may
call (202) 452–3206 beginning at
approximately 5 p.m. two business days
before the meeting for a recorded
announcement of bank and bank
holding company applications
scheduled for the meeting; or you may
contact the Board’s Web site at http://
www.federalreserve.gov for an electronic
announcement that not only lists
applications, but also indicates
procedural and other information about
the meeting.
Dated: January 3, 2003.
Robert deV. Frierson,
Deputy Secretary of the Board.
[FR Doc. 03–354 Filed 1–3–03; 2:17pm]
BILLING CODE 6210–01–P

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS
Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Unmodified SF 278
Executive Branch Personnel Public
Financial Disclosure Report
AGENCY:

Office of Government Ethics

(OGE).
ACTION:

Notice.

SUMMARY: After this first round notice
and public comment period, OGE plans
to submit the Standard Form (SF) 278
for extension of approval (up to three
years) by Office of Management and
Budget
(OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The SF 278 is henceforth
to be accompanied by agency
notification to filers of the adjustment of
the gifts/travel reimbursements
reporting thresholds and, when final,
the revisions to the Privacy Act
Statement. Both revisions will not be
incorporated into the form itself at this
time, since OGE plans a more thorough
revision of the form in the next year or
two.
DATES: Comments on this proposed
extension should be received by March
24, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to
Mary T. Donovan, Office of
Administration and Information
Management, Office of Government
Ethics, Suite 500, 1201 New York
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20005–
3917. Comments may also be sent
electronically to OGE’s Internet E-mail
address at usoge@oge.gov. For E-mail
messages, the subject line should
include the following reference—
‘‘Paperwork comment on the SF 278.’’
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Donovan at the Office of Government
Ethics; telephone: 202–208–8000, ext.
1185; FAX: 202–208–8038. A copy of a
blank SF 278 may be obtained, without
charge, by contacting Ms. Donovan.
Also, a copy of a blank SF 278 is
available through the Forms,
Publications & Other Ethics Documents
section of OGE’s Web site at http://
www.usoge.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office
of Government Ethics is planning to
submit, after this notice and comment
period, the unmodified Standard Form
278 Executive Branch Personnel Public
Financial Disclosure Report (OMB
control number 3209–0001) for
extension of approval for (up to) three
years by OMB under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35). The current paperwork
approval for the SF 278 is scheduled to
expire at the end of March 2003. Since,
for now, no modification to this
standard form is being proposed, OGE
will not seek any General Services
Administration (GSA) standard forms
clearance for this extension.
The Office of Government Ethics, as
the supervising ethics office for the
executive branch of the Federal
Government under the Ethics in
Government Act (the Ethics Act), is the
sponsoring agency for the Standard
Form 278. In accordance with section
102 of the Ethics Act, 5 U.S.C. app.
section 102, and OGE’s implementing
financial disclosure regulations at 5 CFR
part 2634, the SF 278 collects pertinent
financial information from certain
officers and high-level employees in the
executive branch for conflicts of interest
review and public disclosure. The
financial information collected under
the statute and regulations relate to:
assets and income; transactions; gifts,
reimbursements and travel expenses;
liabilities; agreements or arrangements;
outside positions; and compensation
over $5,000 paid by a source—all
subject to various reporting thresholds
and exclusions.
The Office of Government Ethics
notes two changes (discussed below)
affecting the content of SF 278s. The
first change concerns the recent
adjustments in the gifts/reimbursements
reporting thresholds. The second change
involves the routine use language
contained in the Privacy Act Statement
of the form that will be revised in 2003.
For now, OGE is proposing no revisions
to the SF 278, but rather asks that
executive branch departments and
agencies inform SF 278 filers, through
cover memorandum or otherwise, of
these two changes when the existing
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March 2000 edition of SF 278 report
forms are provided for completion. In
addition, information regarding these
changes is being posted on OGE’s Web
site.
Effective January 1, 2002, GSA raised
‘‘minimal value’’ under the Foreign
Gifts and Decorations Act, 5 U.S.C.
7342, to $285 or less for the three-year
period 2002–2004. See 67 FR 56495–
56496 (September 4, 2002). As a result,
OGE has advised agencies and revised
its financial disclosure regulations to
reflect the increase in the thresholds for
SF 278 reporting of gifts and travel
reimbursements received from any one
source to ‘‘more than $285’’ for the
aggregation level for reporting and to
‘‘$114 or less’’ for the de minimis
aggregation exception threshold. These
Ethics Act reporting thresholds are tied
to any adjustment in foreign gifts
minimal value over $250 (see 5 U.S.C.
app. section 102(a)(2)(A) & (B)). See
OGE’s September 27, 2002
memorandum to designated agency
ethics officials (DO–02–021) and 67 FR
61761–61762 (October 2, 2002). Both
the GSA and OGE rulemakings and
OGE’s memorandum are posted on the
OGE Web site.
In addition, OGE is in the process of
updating the OGE/GOVT–1 system of
records notice (covering SF 278 Public
Financial Disclosure Reports and other
name-retrieved ethics program records).
As a result, the Privacy Act Statement,
which includes paraphrases of the
routine uses on page 11 of the
instructions on the SF 278, will be
affected. A summary of the anticipated
changes relevant to that SF 278
statement has been prepared for
inclusion with the paperwork clearance
submission to OMB. Once the new
language in OGE’s forthcoming Privacy
Act notice is finalized (anticipated
completion date is spring 2003), OGE
will advise departments and agencies of
the Privacy Act Statement changes (with
notice to OMB at that time) without
further paperwork clearance.
During the last session of Congress, a
bill (S. 1811) was introduced to amend
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 (5
U.S.C. app.) to streamline the financial
disclosure process for executive branch
employees. The bill was not enacted,
but may be introduced again in the
current session of Congress. If the bill is
enacted, the public financial disclosure
requirements will change, and the SF
278 will have to be revised accordingly.
At that time, OGE would seek
paperwork renewal from OMB and
standard form clearance from GSA for
the revised SF 278.
For now, OGE will continue to make
the unmodified SF 278 available to

VerDate Dec<13>2002

10:19 Jan 06, 2003

Jkt 200001

departments and agencies and their
reporting employees through the Forms,
Publications & Other Ethics Documents
section of OGE’s Web site. This allows
employees two different fillable options
for preparing their report on a computer
(in addition to a downloadable blank
form), although a printout and manual
signature of the form are still required
unless specifically approved otherwise
by OGE.
The SF 278 is completed by
candidates, nominees, new entrants,
incumbents and terminees of certain
high-level positions in the executive
branch of the Federal Government. The
Office of Government Ethics, along with
the agencies concerned, conducts the
review of the SF 278 reports of
Presidential nominees subject to Senate
confirmation. This group of nominee
reports forms, together with those of
terminees from such positions who may
file after leaving the Government, forms
the basis for OGE’s paperwork estimates
in this notice.
In light of OGE’s experience over the
past three years (1999–2001), the
estimate of the total number, on average,
of such nominees’ SF 278 forms
expected to be filed annually at OGE by
members of the public (as opposed to
current Federal employees) is 449. (The
2002 figures are not yet available.) This
estimated number is based primarily on
the forms processed at OGE by private
citizen Presidential nominees to
positions subject to Senate confirmation
(and their private representatives—
lawyers, accountants, brokers and
bankers) and those who file termination
reports from such positions after their
Government service ends, as well as
Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates who are private citizens. The
OGE estimate covers the next three
years, 2003–2005 including a significant
increase in reports anticipated with the
fall 2004 Presidential election and
following transition. The prior
paperwork burden estimate was 260
forms per year. The estimated average
amount of time to complete the report
form, including review of the
instructions and gathering of needed
information, remains the same at three
hours. Thus, the overall estimated
annual public burden for the SF 278 for
the private citizen/representative
nominee and terminee report forms
processed at the Office of Government
Ethics is being adjusted to 1,347 (from
780) hours.
Moreover, OGE estimates, based on
the agency ethics program questionnaire
responses for 1999–2001 (the 2002
figures are not available), that some
21,200 SF 278 report forms are filed
annually at departments and agencies
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throughout the executive branch. Most
of those executive branch filers are
current Federal employees at the time
they file, but certain candidates for
President and Vice President, nominees,
new entrants and terminees complete
the form either before or after their
Government service. The percentage of
private citizen filers branchwide is
estimated at no more than 5% to 10%,
or some 1,060 to 2,120 per year at most.
Public comment is invited on each
aspect of the SF 278 Public Financial
Disclosure Report as set forth in this
notice, including specifically views on
the need for and practical utility of this
collection of information, the accuracy
of OGE’s burden estimate, the potential
for enhancement of quality, utility and
clarity of the information collected, and
the minimization of burden (including
the use of information technology).
Any comments received in response
to this notice will be summarized for,
and may be included with, OGE’s
request for extension of OMB paperwork
approval for this information collection.
Comments will also become a matter of
public record.
Approved: December 30, 2002.
Amy L. Comstock,
Director, Office of Government Ethics.
[FR Doc. 03–287 Filed 1–6–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6345–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality
Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request
AGENCY: Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality, HHS.
ACTION: Notice.
SUMMARY: This notice announces the
intention of the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ) to request
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) to allow the proposed
information collection project: ‘‘Needs
Assessment of Primary Care PracticeBased Research Networks (PBRNs)’’. In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104–
13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)), AHRQ
invites the public to comment on this
proposed information collection.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by March 10, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be submitted to: Cynthia D. McMichael,
Reports Clearance Officer, AHRQ, 2101
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