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meetings are available on the 
Subcommittee’s Web site now at:
http://www.epa.gov/air/caaac/
mobile_sources.html.

DATES: Wednesday, February 12, 2003 
from 9 am. to 3:30 pm. Registration 
begins at 8:30 am.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Radisson Hotel Old Town 
Alexandria, 901 N Fairfax St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314; (703) 683–6000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
technical information: Mr. Barry 
Garelick, Technical Staff Contact, 
Transportation and Regional Programs 
Division, MC: 6406J, U.S. EPA, 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC 20460, Ph: (202) 564–9028; FAX: 
(202) 565–2085, e-mail; 
garelick.barry@epa.gov.

For logistical and administrative 
information: Ms. Kim Derksen, FACA 
Management Officer, U.S. EPA, 2000 
Traverwood Drive, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Ph: 734–214–4272; FAX 734–
214–4906, e-mail: 
derksen.kimberly@epa.gov.

Background on the work of the 
Subcommittee is available at: http://
transaq.ce.gatech.edu/epatac.

For more current information: http://
epa.gov/air/caaac/mobile_sources.html.

Individuals or organizations wishing 
to provide comments to the 
Subcommittee should submit them to 
Mr. Garelick at the address above by 
January 30, 2003. The Mobile Sources 
Technical Review Subcommittee 
expects that public statements presented 
at its meetings will not be repetitive of 
previously submitted oral or written 
statements.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During 
this meeting, the Subcommittee may 
also hear progress reports from some of 
its workgroups as well as updates and 
announcements on activities of general 
interest to attendees.

Dated: December 20, 2002. 

Margo T. Oge, 
Director, Office of Transportation and Air 
Quality.
[FR Doc. 02–32775 Filed 12–26–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Office of 
Research and Development (ORD) is 
announcing a 60-day public comment 
period for the external review draft 
(ERD) entitled, ‘‘Exposure and Human 
Health Evaluation of Airborne Pollution 
from the World Trade Center Disaster 
(EPA/600/P–02/002A, October 2002).’’ 
This draft document was prepared by 
ORD’s National Center for 
Environmental Assessment (NCEA). 
ORD also is announcing the public 
availability of a final report entitled, 
‘‘Toxicological Effects of Fine Particle 
Matter Derived from the Destruction of 
the World Trade Center (EPA/600/R–02/
028, June 2002),’’ hereafter, rodent 
respiratory toxicological report. This 
final report was prepared by ORD’s 
National Health and Environmental 
Effects Research Laboratory (NHEERL).
DATES: The 60-day public comment 
period on the ERD begins December 27, 
2002, and ends February 25, 2003. 
Technical comments should be in 
writing and must be postmarked by 
February 25, 2003. The final rodent 
respiratory toxicological report is 
available today.
ADDRESSES: The primary distribution 
method for the ERD will be via ORD’s 
web site at http://www.epa.gov/ncea/
wtc.htm. This draft report, in PDF 
format, can be viewed and downloaded 
from the Internet for review and 
comment. In addition, a limited number 
of CD–ROM and paper copies of the 
ERD are available by contacting the 
Technical Information Staff, NCEA–W 
(8623D), U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Washington, DC 20460; 
telephone: 202–564–3261; facsimile: 
202–565–0050; email: 
nceadc.comment@epa.gov. Please 
provide your name, mailing address, 
and the title and EPA number of the 
requested publication. 

The rodent respiratory toxicological 
report is also available via ORD’s web 

site at http://www.epa.gov/nheerl. A 
limited number of paper copies are 
available from EPA’s National Service 
Center for Environmental Publications 
(NSCEP). To obtain copies, please 
contact NSCEP by telephone: 1–800–
490–9198 or 513–489–8190; facsimile: 
513–489–8695, by mail: P.O. Box 42419, 
Cincinnati, OH 45242–0419. Please 
provide your name and mailing address 
and the title and EPA number of the 
document requested.
COMMENT SUBMISSION: Comments on the 
ERD may be mailed to the Technical 
Information Staff, NCEA–W (8623D), 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Washington, DC 20460; telephone: 202–
564–3261; facsimile: 202–565–0050. 
Comments should be in writing. Please 
submit one unbound original with pages 
numbered consecutively, and three 
copies of the comments. For 
attachments, provide an index, number 
pages consecutively with the comments, 
and submit an unbound original and 
three copies. Electronic comments may 
be emailed to: 
nceadc.comment@epa.gov. 

Please note that all technical 
comments received in response to this 
notice will be placed in a public record. 
For that reason, commentors should not 
submit personal information (such as 
medical data or home address), 
Confidential Business Information, or 
information protected by copyright. Due 
to limited resources, acknowledgments 
will not be sent.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the public comment 
period, contact the Technical 
Information Staff of the National Center 
for Environmental Assessment-
Washington by telephone: 202–564–
3261; facsimile: 202–565–0050; email: 
nceadc.comment@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Immediately following the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attack on New York 
City’s World Trade Center, many federal 
agencies, including the EPA, were 
called upon to focus their technical and 
scientific expertise on the national 
emergency issues. EPA, other federal 
agencies, New York City, and New York 
State public health and environmental 
authorities focused on numerous air 
monitoring activities to better 
understand the ongoing human health 
impact of the disaster. Many EPA offices 
and programs quickly became involved 
with these activities, providing 
scientific, engineering, public health, 
and management expertise to help cope 
with the aftereffects of the collapse of 
the World Trade Center. 

As part of these activities, a human 
health evaluation of exposure to air 

VerDate Dec<13>2002 06:21 Dec 27, 2002 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00060 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\27DEN1.SGM 27DEN1



79090 Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 249 / Friday, December 27, 2002 / Notices 

pollutants resulting from the World 
Trade Center disaster was initiated. The 
primary purpose and scope of this draft 
report were to evaluate the 
environmental levels of various air 
pollutants to which the public could 
potentially be exposed as a result of the 
collapse of the towers. The draft report 
evaluates the measured outdoor levels 
of various air pollutants to which the 
public potentially had been exposed. 
These data were evaluated in terms of 
available health benchmark 
concentrations and typical background 
concentrations for New York City or 
other urban areas. The draft evaluation 
concludes that, with the exception of 
those exposed immediately following 
the collapse and perhaps during the 
next few days, people in the 
surrounding community are not likely 
to suffer from serious long- or short-term 
health effects. 

While the primary focus of EPA’s 
draft evaluation is on outdoor levels of 
various air pollutants to which the 
public could potentially be exposed as 
a result of the collapse of the towers, 
some information on indoor and 
occupational exposures is summarized 
in EPA’s draft report. The incursion of 
dust and other contaminants into 
residences and buildings is being 
addressed via a number of other studies 
initiated in conjunction with the plans 
by EPA and its federal, state, and city 
partners to clean up residences 
impacted by the collapse of the World 
Trade Center. 

The draft report also includes a 
discussion of rodent respiratory 
toxicology studies, conducted by EPA 
scientists, that exposed mice to fallen 
dust samples collected at or near 
Ground Zero on September 12 and 13, 
2001. The purpose of these studies was 
to evaluate the toxicity of fine 
particulate matter dust on the 
respiratory tract of mice and to compare 
well-studied particulate matter 
reference samples, ranging from 
essentially inert to quite toxic, to those 
collected at the World Trade Center site. 
These studies found that fine particles 
were dominated by calcium containing 
compounds derived from World Trade 
Center building materials, and that a 
high exposure to World Trade Center 
fine particulate matter could cause mild 
lung inflammation and airflow 
obstruction in mice. These findings 
suggest that a similarly high exposure in 
people could cause short-term 
respiratory effects such as inflammation 
and cough. 

Further, it is important to note that 
while this ERD is undergoing public 
review and comment, a process of 
external independent expert scientific 

peer review also is underway. These 
review processes are the usual steps that 
EPA takes to ensure full and open 
participation by interested parties. 
These steps also help EPA identify areas 
where a draft document could be 
improved to strengthen both clarity and 
completeness of the draft. Comments 
from the public and from the expert 
peer reviewers will be used to improve 
the draft report before it is finalized. 

Finally, EPA scientists, in 
collaboration with other federal and 
state environmental health 
professionals, as well as colleagues in 
academia and medical institutions, will 
continue to analyze available data on 
human exposures to environmental 
contaminants resulting from the World 
Trade Center disaster. This continuing 
work will help us to better understand 
the potential human health impacts.

Dated: December 20, 2002. 
Paul Gilman, 
Assistant Administrator, Office of Research 
and Development.
[FR Doc. 02–32600 Filed 12–26–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Section 304(a)(1) of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) requires the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to develop, and publish and, from time 
to time, revise criteria for water that 
accurately reflect the latest scientific 
knowledge. These criteria represent 
EPA’s current recommendations to 
States, Territories, and authorized 
Tribes to use as technical information in 
establishing their water quality 
standards as state or tribal law or 
regulation. Such standards may form the 
basis for establishing water qualty-based 
controls. These water quality criteria are 
not regulations and do not impose 
legally-binding requirements on EPA, 
States, Territories, Tribes or the public. 
Today, EPA is announcing the 
availability of draft water quality criteria 
for tributyltin (TBT) for scientific and 
technical input. 

EPA is notifying the public about the 
request for scientific and technical input 
on the draft criteria for TBT in 
accordance with the Agency’s process 
for developing or revising criteria (63 FR 
68354, December 10, 1998). As 
indicated in the December 10, 1998 FR 
notice, the Agency believes it is 
important to provide the public with 
opportunities to submit scientific 
information on criteria. Today, EPA is 
asking for input from the public on 
issues of science related to the 
information used in deriving the draft 
TBT criteria. These criteria constitute 
the Agency’s current recommended 
section 304(a)(1) criteria for TBT. Based 
on its assessment of information 
received in response to this 
announcement and other available 
information, EPA will publish a notice 
containing the final criteria and 
informing the public how the final 
document can be obtained.
DATES: EPA will accept significant 
scientific information submitted to the 
Agency on or before March 27, 2003. 
You should adequately document any 
scientific information and provide 
enough supporting information to 
indicate that acceptable and 
scientifically defensible procedures 
were used and that the results are 
reliable.

ADDRESSES: Send an original and three 
copies of any written significant 
scientific information to W–02–03 
Comment Clerk, Water Docket 
(MC4101T), USEPA, 1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20460. 
Information may be hand-delivered to 
the Water Docket, USEPA, Room B102, 
1301 Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20460. Information 
may also be submitted electronically to 
OW–Docket@epa.gov. Information 
should be submitted as a WP5.1, 6.1 
and/or 8.0 or an ASCII file with no form 
of encryption. 

Copies of the criteria document 
entitled, Ambient Aquatic Life Water 
Quality Criteria for Tributyltin (TBT)—
Draft (EPA–822–B–02–001) may be 
obtained from EPA’s Water Resource 
Center by phone at (202) 566–1729, or 
by e-mail to center.water-
resource@epa.gov or by conventional 
mail to EPA Water Resource Center, RC–
4100T, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20460. The document 
is also available electronically at: http:/
/www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/
tributyltin.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Frank Gostomski, Health and Ecological 
Criteria Division (4304T), U.S. EPA, 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW., 
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