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DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 11,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Michael Travis, Department
of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center
Drive North, St, Petersburg, FL 33702—
2439, (727)570-5335.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

NMFS proposes to collect information
on fishing vessel expenses and earnings
on a voluntary and continuous basis in
the Gulf of Mexico offshore shrimp
fishery in order to conduct
socioeconomic analyses that will:
improve fishery management making in
that fishery; satisfy NMFS’ legal
mandates under Executive Order 12866,
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(U.S.C. 1801 et. seq.), the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, the Endangered Species
Act, and the National Environmental
Policy Act; and quantify achievement of
the performances measures in the NMFS
Strategic Operating Plans. Used in
conjunction with catch and effort data
already being collected in this fishery as
part of its dealer reporting program, as
well as Coast Guard and fishing permit
data on vessel characteristics, this data
will be used to assess how fishermen
will be impacted by and respond to any
regulation likely to be considered by
fishery managers. In addition, this data
will be used to determine how fishing
communities will be impacted by
proposed fishing regulations. In the
program’s first year, the program will
only cover vessels that primarily port in
the state of Texas, with vessels from the
other Gulf States being included in the
second year.

II. Method of Collection

Data will be collected using personal
interviews and a formal survey
instrument. Compared to phone
interviews and mail surveys, personal
interviews have been shown to
generally produce higher response rates
and higher quality data. Interviews will
be conducted once each year in regards
to the previous year’s activities. Vessel
owners will be asked questions

pertaining to the variable costs of their
fishing operations, such as price and
amount of fuel used, price and amount
of ice used, groceries, processing/selling
fees, and labor costs. Vessel owners will
also be asked questions regarding their
vessel’s annual or fixed costs, such as
expenditures for vessel repair and
maintenance, gear repair and
maintenance, fishing licenses and
permits, insurance, dock fees,
repayment on boat and business loans,
office expenses and so forth. Vessel
owners will also be asked questions
pertaining to the capital investment in
their vessels, such as purchase price,
cost of subsequent investments in the
vessel and its fishing technology, and
current market or replacement value.
Finally, vessel owners will be asked
questions regarding their socio-
demographic status, such as household
size, income, dependence on fishing,
alternative employment opportunities,
level of fishing experience, age,
education level, ethnicity/race, marital
status, and so forth. In instances where
vessels are not operated by the owner,
socio-demographic data will be solicited
from both the owner and captain.
Though unknown at this time, it is
assumed that nearly 50 percent of these
vessels are operated by hired captains.

II1. Data

OMB Number: None.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations (vessel owners and
captains).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
185.

Estimated Time Per Response: 20
minutes for variable cost and price
questions; 30 minutes for annual/fixed
cost and capital investment questions;
and 10 minutes for socio-demographic
questions.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 135.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the

use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 6, 2002.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 02—31448 Filed 12—12-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 120902D]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Pacific Billfish
Angler Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 11,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to David Holts, Southwest
Fishery Science Center, 8604 La Jolla
Shores Drive, P.O. Box 271, La Jolla, CA
92038-0271 (phone 858—546—7186).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administrations’s
Southwest Fishery Science Center
operates a billfish resource and
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assessment program. As part of this
program, billfish anglers in the Pacific
and Indian Oceans are asked to respond
to a voluntary annual post card survey
to list the number of days spent fishing
for billfish, where they fished, and what
they caught. This information is used to
help determine changes in areas of local
abundance of Pacific billfish and is
useful in the management of billfish
resources.

II. Method of Collection

A paper form the size of a postcard is
used.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0020.
Form Number: NOAA Form 88-10.
Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
750.

Estimated Time Per Response: 5
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 63.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 6, 2002.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 02—31449 Filed 12—12-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 120902E]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Hurricane Forecast
Economic Valuation Study

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 11,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed Dr. Rodney Weiher, U.S. Dept.
of Commerce/NOAA/PSP, Room 6117,
14th and Constitution Ave NW,
Washington DC, 20234. (or via Internet
at Rodney.F.Weiher@noaa.gov).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

The purpose of this data collection is
to provide information on the value of
current and improved hurricane
forecasts to specific segments of the U.S.
population. The study will measure
total economic values for current
hurricane forecasts and improved
hurricane forecasts. This effort is
designed to provide information on the
uses and values of hurricane forecasts in
order to improve product design and
delivery systems as well as information
for managers on the value of
undertaking programs to improve
hurricane forecasting capabilities.

This effort will involve development
of extensive knowledge about how
hurricane forecasts are perceived,
understanding the implications of
alternative forecast improvement
actions, designing original survey

instruments, interviewing of a large
number of respondents (1200-1500),
and conducting formal statistical
analysis of the data. A regionally-
oriented survey will be conducted using
stated-preferences methods. Cognitive
interviews will be used in survey
development to examine individuals’
understanding of hurricane forecasts
and the words and meanings they may
use to discuss hurricanes. The
interviews will be used to examine the
relative importance of hurricane forecast
attributes, to assess the presentation of
information on hurricane forecasts, and
developing approaches for eliciting
economic values for improvements in
hurricane forecasting.

II. Method of Collection

Up to 96 one-on-one cognitive
interviews will be conducted. In
addition, one pretest of the full survey
instrument will be tested for a response
of up to 100 usable observations. The
final survey instrument will be
administered to a sample of up to 1500
people.

II1. Data

OMB Number: None.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,696.

Estimated Time Per Response: 2 hours
for an interview; 45 minutes for a
pretest; and 45 minutes for a final
survey.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,392.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
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