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Nonetheless, all of the petitioner’s 317
current members, have satisfied the
petitioner’s own criteria for
membership: 202 have a direct ancestor
listed on the 1910 census of the
Schaghticoke reservation, and the
remaining 115 individuals descend from
Joseph D. Kilson (110) or from Julia M.
Kilson (and her husband Truman
Bradley) (5), who descend from the
Parmelia (Mauwee) Kilson, and thus by
tradition from Gideon Mauwee.

More importantly, the petitioner’s
descent from Schaghticoke Indians of
the early 1800’s, as identified by the
State records, is well documented.
While the exact “blood-line”
connections to the previous generations
in the 1700’s are less sure, there is more
than enough evidence to show the
reasonable likelihood of the connection
as well. Therefore, based on the
evidence available at this time, the
petitioner has demonstrated that it
descends from the historical
Schaghticoke tribe as identified by the
State in the early 1800’s and therefore
meets the requirements of criterion
83.7(e).

The petitioner meets the requirements
of criterion 83.7(d) because it has
submitted a governing document,
including a description of its
membership criteria, criterion 83.7(f)
because its members are not enrolled
with federally recognized tribes, and
criterion 83.7(g) because the group or its
members have not been the subject of
congressional legislation which has
expressly terminated or forbidden the
Federal relationship.

The evidence available for this
proposed finding demonstrates that the
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation does not
meet all seven criteria required for
Federal acknowledgment. In accordance
with the regulations, failure to meet any
one of the seven criteria requires a
determination that the group does not
exist as an Indian tribe within the
meaning of Federal law (83.6(c),
83.10(m)).

A copy of this proposed finding,
which summarizes the evidence,
reasoning, and analyses that are the
basis for decision is available upon
written request (83.10(h)).

During the comment period, the
Assistant Secretary shall provide
technical advice concerning the
proposed finding (83.10(j)(i)). Under the
court-approved agreement any
interested party, including any parties
or amici curiae to the litigation, who
wishes to request a formal on-the-record
technical assistance meeting under 25
CFR 83.10(j)(2), must make their request
not later than 30 days after service of the
proposed finding. A formal technical

assistance meeting will be held within
60 days of the first such request. The
proceedings of this meeting shall be on
the record. The meeting record shall be
available to any participating party and
will become part of the record
considered by the Assistant Secretary in
reaching a final determination
(83.10(j)(2)).

Parties to the litigation have six
months from the service of the proposed
finding to provide comments,
documents and arguments on the
proposed finding to the Department.
Interested and informed parties who are
not also parties to the litigation have
180 days from the date of publication of
this notice in the Federal Register to
provide comments to the Department.
Comments on the proposed finding
should be submitted in writing to the
Office of the Assistant Secretary—
Indian Affairs, 1849 C Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20240, Attention:
Branch of Acknowledgment and
Research, Mail Stop 4660-MIB. The
petitioner and all interested and
informed parties commenting on the
proposed finding must provide copies of
their comments to all parties and amici
curiae to the litigation at the same time.
The addresses of the petitioners, parties
and amici curiae are available from the
Department upon request.

The petitioner shall file any reply to
these comments with the Department
within 30 days of the close of the
comment period. After consideration of
the written arguments and evidence
submitted during the comment period
and the petitioner’s response to the
comments, the AS-IA will make a final
determination regarding the petitioner’s
status within four months of the end of
the petitioner’s reply period and publish
notice of this final determination in the
Federal Register.

Dated: December 5, 2002.

Neal A. McCaleb,

Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.

[FR Doc. 02—-31229 Filed 12-6-02; 3:18 pm]
BILLING CODE 4310-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[OR-957-00-1420-BJ: GP03-0032]

Filing of Plats of Survey: Oregon/
Washington

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The plat of survey of the
following described lands is scheduled
to be officially filed in the Oregon State

Office, Portland, Oregon, thirty (30)
calendar days from the date of this
publication.

Willamette Meridian

Oregon
T.9S.,R. 13 E., accepted November 15, 2002

A copy of the plat may be obtained
from the Oregon State Office, Bureau of
Land Management, 333 SW. 1st Avenue,
Portland, Oregon 97204, upon required
payment. A person or party who wishes
to protest against a survey must file with
the State Director, Bureau of Land
Management, Portland, Oregon, a notice
that they wish to protest.

For further information contact:
Bureau of Land Management (333 S.W.
1st Avenue), P.O. Box 2965, Portland,
Oregon 97208.

Dated: November 20, 2002.
Robert D. DeViney, Jr.,
Branch of Realty and Records Services.
[FR Doc. 02—31192 Filed 12—-10-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Minerals Management Service

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS), Alaska
OCS Region

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of the availability of the
draft environmental impact statement
(EIS) for proposed oil and gas lease sales
in Cook Inlet, Alaska.

SUMMARY: MMS announces the
availability of the draft EIS prepared by
MMS for proposed OCS Lease Sales 191
and 199 offshore Cook Inlet, Alaska.

DATES: Comments on the draft EIS are
due February 11, 2003. Public hearings
will be held in Alaska: Anchorage,
January 16, 2003; Seldovia, January 21;
Homer, January 23; Soldotna/Kenai,
January 24; telephone call-in to MMS
Anchorage, January 28.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This draft
EIS assesses two sales in the Proposed
Final 2002-2007 5-Year Oil and Gas
Leasing Program for the Cook Inlet OCS
Planning Area. Sale 191 is scheduled for
2004 and Sale 199 for 2006. Federal
Regulations (40 CFR 1502.4) suggest
analyzing similar or like proposals in a
single EIS. The proposal analyzed for
each sale is to offer 517 whole or partial
lease blocks in the Cook Inlet OCS
Planning Area, covering about 2.5
million acres (about 1 million hectares).
The proposed sale area is seaward of the
State of Alaska submerged lands
boundary, extending from 3 miles to
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