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control numbers 0348–0043, 0348–0044, 
0348–0040, 0348–0046, and 0605–0001. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no person is required to respond to, 
nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a 
collection of information subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless than 
collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB control number.

Louisa Koch, 
Acting Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 02–29120 Filed 11–14–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–KD–M
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration
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Marine Mammals; File No. 774–1649–01

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Permit No. 774–1649–00 issued to the 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 8604 
La Jolla Shores Drive, La Jolla, 
California 92038 (Principle Investigator: 
Rennie Holt, Ph.D.) has been amended.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits and Documentation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West 
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, 
CA 90802–4213; phone (562)980–4001; 
fax (562)980–4018;
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ruth Johnson or Amy Sloan (301)713–
2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
October 2, 2002, notice was published 
in the Federal Register (67 FR 61850) 
that an amendment of Permit No. 774–
1649, issued November 14, 2001 (66 FR 
58445), had been requested by the 
above-named organization. The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the Regulations 
Governing the Taking and Importing of 
Marine Mammals (50 CFR part 216).

The Amended Permit authorizes the 
Holder to capture, weigh, measure, tag 
and release southern elephant seal pups.

Dated: Novemver 7, 2002.
Eugene T. Nitta,
Acting Chief, Permits and Documentation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–29085 Filed 11–14–02; 8:45 am]
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The Housing Foreclosure, 
Repossession, and Default Notices 
Exception to the Electronic Signatures 
in Global and National Commerce Act

AGENCY: National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), 
U.S. Department of Commerce
ACTION: Notice, Request For Comments

SUMMARY: Section 101 of the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National 
Commerce Act, Pub. L. 106–229, 
codified at 15 U.S.C. 7001 et seq. 
(‘‘ESIGN’’ or ‘‘the Act’’), preserves the 
legal effect, validity, and enforceability 
of signatures and contracts relating to 
electronic transactions and electronic 
signatures used in the formation of 
electronic contracts. 15 U.S.C. 7001(a). 
Section 103 (a) and (b) of the Act, 
however, provides that the provisions of 
section 101 do not apply to contracts 
and records governed by statutes and 
regulations regarding probate and 
domestic law matters; state commercial 
law; consumer law covering utility 
services, residential property 
foreclosures and defaults, and insurance 
benefits; product recall notices; and 
hazardous materials papers. 15 U.S.C. 
7003(a),(b). Section 103 of the Act also 
requires the Secretary of Commerce, 
through the Assistant Secretary for 
Communications and Information, to 
review the operation of these exceptions 
to evaluate whether they continue to be 
necessary for consumer protection, and 
to make recommendations to Congress 
based on this evaluation. 15 U.S.C. 
7003(c)(1). This Notice is intended to 
solicit comments from interested parties 
to provide information for this 
evaluation, specifically on the ESIGN 
exception for notices that communicate 
information regarding the primary 
residence of an individual concerning 
default, acceleration, repossession, 
foreclosure, eviction, and the right to 
cure (hereinafter referred to as 
‘‘residential default, foreclosure, and 

eviction notices’’). See 15 U.S.C. 
7003(b)(2)(B).

DATES: Written comments and papers 
are requested to be submitted on or 
before [sixty (60) days after publication 
in the Federal Register].
ADDRESSES: Written comments should 
be submitted to Josephine Scarlett, 
Senior Attorney, National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, 14th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20230. Paper submissions should 
include a 3 and one-half inch computer 
diskette in HTML, ASCII, Word, or 
WordPerfect format (please specify 
version). Diskettes should be labeled 
with the name and organizational 
affiliation of the filer, and the name of 
the word processing program used to 
create the document. In the alternative, 
comments may be submitted 
electronically to the following electronic 
mail address: 
esignstudyldefault@ntia.doc.gov. 
Comments submitted via electronic mail 
also should be submitted in one or more 
of the formats specified above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
questions about this request for 
comment, contact: Josephine Scarlett, 
Attorney, Office of the Chief Counsel, 
NTIA, 14th Street and Constitution 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230, 
telephone (202) 482–1816 or electronic 
mail: jscarlett@ntia.doc.gov. Media 
inquiries should be directed to the 
Office of Public Affairs, National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, at (202) 482–7002.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: Electronic Signatures in 
Global and National Commerce Act

Congress enacted the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National 
Commerce Act, Pub. L. 106–229, 114 
Stat. 464 (2000), to facilitate the use of 
electronic records and signatures in 
interstate and foreign commerce and to 
remove uncertainty about the validity of 
contracts entered into electronically. 
Section 101 requires, among other 
things, that electronic signatures, 
contracts, and records be given legal 
effect, validity, and enforceability. 
Sections 103(a) and (b) of the Act 
provides that the requirements of 
section 101 shall not apply to contracts 
and records governed by statutes and 
regulations regarding: probate and 
domestic law matters; state commercial 
law; consumer law covering utility 
services, residential property default, 
foreclosure, and eviction notices, and 
insurance benefits; product recall 
notices; and hazardous materials papers.
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