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determined that this notice will not 
have a significant effect on a substantial 
number of small entities nor on the 
operations of a substantial number of 
small rural hospitals. Therefore, we are 
not preparing analyses for either the 
RFA or section 1102(b) of the Act. 

Section 202 of the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 also 
requires that agencies assess anticipated 
costs and benefits before issuing any 
rule that may result in expenditure in an 
1 year by State, local, or tribal 
governments, in the aggregate, or by the 
private sector, of $110 million. This 
notice has no consequential effect on 
State, local, or tribal governments. We 
believe the private sector costs of this 
notice fall below this threshold as well. 

Executive Order 13132 establishes 
certain requirements that an agency 
must meet when it promulgates a 
proposed rule (and subsequent final 
rule) that imposes substantial direct 
compliance costs on State and local 
governments, preempts State law, or 
otherwise has Federalism implications. 
We have determined that this notice 
does not significantly affect the rights, 
roles, and responsibilities of States. 

This notice announces that the 
monthly actuarial rates applicable for 
2003 are $118.70 for enrollees age 65 
and over, and $141.00 for disabled 
enrollees under age 65. It also 
announces that the monthly SMI 
premium rate for calendar year 2003 is 
$58.70. The SMI premium rate of $58.70 
is 8.7 percent higher than the $54.00 
premium rate for 2002. We estimate that 
the cost of this increase from the current 
premium to the approximately 38 
million SMI enrollees will be about 
$2.161 billion for 2003. Therefore, this 
notice is a major rule as defined in Title 
5, United States Code, section 804(2) 
and is an economically significant rule 
under Executive Order 12866. 

In accordance with the provisions of 
Executive Order 12866, this notice was 
reviewed by the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

V. Waiver of Proposed Notice 
The Medicare statute requires the 

publication of the monthly actuarial 
rates and the Part B premium amounts 
in September. We ordinarily use general 
notices, rather than notice and comment 
rulemaking procedures, to make such 
announcements. In doing so, we note 
that under the Administrative Procedure 
Act interpretive rules; general 
statements of policy; and rules of agency 
organization, procedure, or practice are 
excepted from the requirements of 
notice and comment rulemaking. 

We considered publishing a proposed 
notice to provide a period for public 

comment. However, we may waive that 
procedure if we find, for good cause, 
that prior notice and comment are 
impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary 
to the public interest. We find that the 
procedure for notice and comment is 
unnecessary because the formula used 
to calculate the SMI premium is 
statutorily directed, and we can exercise 
no discretion in applying that formula. 
Moreover, the statute establishes the 
time period for which the premium 
rates will apply, and delaying 
publication of the SMI premium rate 
such that it would not be published 
before that time would be contrary to 
the public interest. Therefore, we find 
good cause to waive publication of a 
proposed notice and solicitation of 
public comments.
(Section 1839 of the Social Security Act; 42 
U.S.C. 1395r)
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program No. 93.774, Medicare—
Supplementary Medical Insurance)

Dated: September 4, 2002. 
Thomas A. Scully, 
Administrator, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. 

Dated: September 23, 2002. 
Tommy G. Thompson, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 02–26675 Filed 10–18–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
Hospital Insurance premium for 
calendar year 2003 under Medicare’s 
Hospital Insurance program (Part A) for 
the uninsured, not otherwise eligible 
aged (hereafter known as the 
‘‘uninsured aged’’) and for certain 
disabled individuals who have 
exhausted other entitlement. The 
monthly Medicare Part A premium for 
the 12 months beginning January 1, 
2003 for these individuals is $316. The 
reduced premium for certain other 
individuals as described in this notice is 
$174. Section 1818(d) of the Social 

Security Act specifies the method to be 
used to determine these amounts.
EFFECTIVE DATE: This notice is effective 
January 1, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Clare McFarland, (410) 786–6390.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 

Section 1818 of the Social Security 
Act (the Act) provides for voluntary 
enrollment in the Medicare Hospital 
Insurance program (Medicare Part A), 
subject to payment of a monthly 
premium, of certain persons aged 65 
and older who are uninsured under the 
Old-Age, Survivors and Disability 
Insurance Program (OASDI) or the 
Railroad Retirement Act and do not 
otherwise meet the requirements for 
entitlement to Medicare Part A. (Persons 
insured under the OASDI program or 
the Railroad Retirement Act and certain 
others do not have to pay premiums for 
hospital insurance.) 

Section 1818(d) of the Act requires us 
to estimate, on an average per capita 
basis, the amount to be paid from the 
Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund 
for services performed and related 
administrative costs incurred in the 
following calendar year with respect to 
individuals aged 65 and over who will 
be entitled to benefits under Medicare 
Part A. We must then determine, during 
September of each year, the monthly 
actuarial rate for the following year (the 
per capita amount estimated above 
divided by 12) and publish the dollar 
amount for the monthly premium in the 
succeeding calendar year. If the 
premium is not a multiple of $1, the 
premium is rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $1 (or, if it is a multiple of 
50 cents but not of $1, it is rounded to 
the next highest $1). The 2002 premium 
under this method was $319 and was 
effective January 1, 2002. (See 66 FR 
54264, October 26, 2001.) 

Section 1818A of the Act provides for 
voluntary enrollment in Medicare Part 
A, subject to payment of a monthly 
premium, of certain disabled 
individuals who have exhausted other 
entitlement. These are individuals who 
are not currently entitled to Part A 
coverage, but who were entitled to 
coverage due to a disabling impairment 
under section 226(b) of the Act, and 
who would still be entitled to Part A 
coverage if their earnings had not 
exceeded the statutorily defined 
substantial gainful activity amount 
(section 223(d)(4) of the Act). 

Section 1818A(d)(2) of the Act 
specifies that the provisions relating to 
premiums under section 1818(d) 
through (f) of the Act for the aged will 
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also apply to certain disabled 
individuals as described above. 

Section 13508 of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1993 (Pub. L. 103–
66) amended section 1818(d) of the Act 
to provide for a reduction in the 
premium amount for certain voluntary 
(section 1818 and 1818A) enrollees. The 
reduction applies to an individual who 
is eligible to buy into the Medicare Part 
A program and who, as of the last day 
of the previous month— 

• Had at least 30 quarters of coverage 
under title II of the Act; 

• Was married, and had been married 
for the previous 1-year period, to a 
person who had at least 30 quarters of 
coverage; 

• Had been married to a person for at 
least 1 year at the time of the person’s 
death if, at the time of death, the person 
had at least 30 quarters of coverage; or 

• Is divorced from a person and had 
been married to the person for at least 
10 years at the time of the divorce if, at 
the time of the divorce, the person had 
at least 30 quarters of coverage. 

Section 1818(d)(4)(A) of the Act 
specifies that the premium that these 
individuals will pay for calendar year 
2003 will be equal to the premium for 
uninsured aged enrollees reduced by 45-
percent.

II. Monthly Premium Amount for 2003 
• The monthly premium for the 

uninsured aged and certain disabled 
individuals who have exhausted other 
entitlement, for the 12 months 
beginning January 1, 2003, is $316. 

• The monthly premium for those 
individuals subject to the 45-percent 
reduction in the monthly premium is 
$174. 

III. Monthly Premium Rate Calculation 
As discussed in section I of this 

notice, the monthly Medicare Part A 
premium is equal to the estimated 
monthly actuarial rate for 2003 rounded 
to the nearest multiple of $1 and equals 
one-twelfth of the average per capita 
amount, which is determined by 
projecting the number of individuals 
aged 65 and over entitled to Hospital 
Insurance and the benefits and 
administrative costs that will be 
incurred on their behalf. 

The steps involved in projecting these 
future costs to the Federal Hospital 
Insurance Trust Fund are: 

• Establishing the present cost of 
services furnished to beneficiaries, by 
type of service, to serve as a projection 
base; 

• Projecting increases in payment 
amounts for each of the service types; 
and 

• Projecting increases in 
administrative costs. 

We base our projections for 2003 on 
(a) current historical data, and (b) 
projection assumptions derived from 
current law and the Mid-Session Review 
of the President’s Fiscal Year 2003 
Budget. 

We estimate that in calendar year 
2003, 34.021 million people aged 65 and 
over will be entitled to benefits (without 
premium payment) and that they will 
incur $128.931 billion of benefits and 
related administrative costs. Thus, the 
estimated monthly average per capita 
amount is $315.81 and the monthly 
premium is $316. The full monthly 
premium reduced by 45-percent is $174. 

IV. Costs to Beneficiaries 
The 2003 premium of $316 is about 1 

percent lower than the 2002 premium of 
$319. 

We estimate that approximately 
406,000 enrollees will voluntarily enroll 
in Medicare Part A by paying the full 
premium. We estimate an additional 
1,000 enrollees will pay the reduced 
premium. We estimate that the aggregate 
savings to enrollees paying these 
premiums will be about $15 million in 
2003 over 2002. 

V. Waiver of Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking 

We are not using notice and comment 
rulemaking in this notification of Part A 
premiums for 2003, as that procedure is 
unnecessary because of the lack of 
discretion in the statutory formula that 
is used to calculate the premium and 
the solely ministerial function that this 
notice serves. The Administrative 
Procedure Act permits agencies to waive 
notice and comment rulemaking when 
this notice and public procedure 
thereon are unnecessary. Furthermore, 
given that we are statutorily bound to 
make these estimates and promulgate 
these rates all in the month of 
September, the Congress clearly did not 
envision the use of notice and comment 
rulemaking, as it is not feasible to 
conduct such a process in a 30-day 
period. On this basis, we waive 
publication of a proposed notice and a 
solicitation of public comments. 

Regulatory Impact Statement 
We have examined the impacts of this 

notice as required by Executive Order 
12866 (September 1993, Regulatory 
Planning and Review), the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (RFA) (September 16, 
1980, Pub. L. 96–354), section 1102(b) of 
the Social Security Act, the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 
104–4), and Executive Order 13132. 

Executive Order 12866 directs 
agencies to assess all costs and benefits 
of available regulatory alternatives and, 

if regulation is necessary, to select 
regulatory approaches that maximize 
net benefits (including potential 
economic, environmental, public health 
and safety effects, distributive impacts, 
and equity). A regulatory impact 
analysis (RIA) must be prepared for 
major rules with economically 
significant effects ($100 million or more 
in any 1 year). The estimated overall 
effect of these changes in the premium 
will be a savings to voluntary (section 
1818 and 1818A) enrollees of about $15 
million. Therefore this notice is not a 
major rule as defined in Title 5, United 
States Code, section 804(2) and is not an 
economically significant rule under 
Executive Order 12866. 

The RFA requires agencies to analyze 
options for regulatory relief of small 
entities. For purposes of the RFA, small 
entities include small businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, and 
government agencies. Most hospitals 
and most other providers and suppliers 
are small entities, either by nonprofit 
status or by having revenues of $6 
million to $29 million in any 1 year. 
Individuals and States are not 
considered to be small entities. We have 
determined that this notice will not 
have a significant economic impact on 
a substantial number of small entities. 
Therefore, we are not preparing an 
analysis for the RFA.

In addition, section 1102(b) of the Act 
requires us to prepare a regulatory 
impact analysis if a rule may have a 
significant impact on the operations of 
a substantial number of small rural 
hospitals. This analysis must conform to 
the provisions of section 604 of the 
RFA. For purposes of section 1102(b) of 
the Act, we define a small rural hospital 
as a hospital that is located outside of 
a Metropolitan Statistical Area and has 
fewer than 100 beds. We have 
determined that this notice will not 
have a significant effect on the 
operations of a substantial number of 
small rural hospitals. Therefore, we are 
not preparing an analysis for section 
1102(b) of the Act. 

Section 202 of the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 also 
requires that agencies assess anticipated 
costs and benefits before issuing any 
rule that may result in expenditures in 
any 1 year by State, local, or tribal 
governments, in the aggregate, or by the 
private sector, of $110 million. This 
notice has no consequential effect on 
State, local, or tribal governments or on 
the private sector. 

Executive Order 13132 establishes 
certain requirements that an agency 
must meet when it promulgates a rule 
that imposes substantial direct 
requirement costs on State and local 
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governments, preempts State law, or 
otherwise has Federalism implications. 
This notice will not have a substantial 
effect on State or local governments. 

In accordance with the provisions of 
Executive Order 12866, this notice was 
reviewed by the Office of Management 
and Budget.

Authority: Sections 1818(d)(2) and 
1818A(d)(2) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395i–2(d)(2) and 1395i–2a(d)(2)).
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program No. 93.773, Medicare—Hospital 
Insurance)

Dated: September 4, 2002. 
Thomas A. Scully, 
Administrator, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. 

Dated: September 23, 2002. 
Tommy G. Thompson, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 02–26676 Filed 10–18–02; 8:45 am] 
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This notice announces a forthcoming 
meeting of a public advisory committee 
of the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). The meeting will be open to the 
public.

Name of Committee: Women’s Health 
Initiative Subcommittee of the Advisory 
Committee for Reproductive Health 
Drugs.

General Function of the Committee: 
To provide advice and 
recommendations to the agency on 
FDA’s regulatory issues.

Date and Time: The meeting will be 
held on November 12, 2002, from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and on November 13, 2002, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Location: Holiday Inn, Versailles 
Ballroom, 8120 Wisconsin Ave., 
Bethesda, MD.

Contact Person: Jayne E. Peterson, 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research 
(HFD–21), Food and Drug 
Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane (for 
express delivery, 5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 
1093), Rockville, MD 20857, 301–827–
7001, e-mail: 
PETERSONJ@CDER.FDA.GOV, or FDA 
Advisory Committee Information Line, 
1–800–741–8138 (301–443–0572 in the 

Washington, DC area), code 12537. 
Please call the Information Line for up-
to-date information on this meeting. 
Current information may also be 
accessed on the Internet at the FDA 
Docket Web site at http://www.fda.gov/
ohrms/dockets/ac/acmenu.htm.

Agenda: On both days, presentations 
and subcommittee discussions will 
address the following issues related to 
the study results from the estrogen plus 
progestin component of the Women’s 
Health Initiative (WHI): (1) Assessment 
of the known benefits for the approved 
indications and risk management 
considerations, (2) the extent to which 
these new data might be extrapolated to 
other combination estrogen/progestin 
products and doses, and (3) the WHI’s 
implications for future clinical trials of 
hormonal therapy.

Procedure: Interested persons may 
present data, information, or views, 
orally or in writing, on issues pending 
before the subcommittee. Written 
submissions may be made to the contact 
person by November 1, 2002. Oral 
presentations from the public will be 
scheduled between approximately 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m. on November 12, 
2002, and between approximately 1 
p.m. and 2 p.m. on November 13, 2002. 
Time allotted for each presentation may 
be limited. Those desiring to make 
formal oral presentations should notify 
the contact person before November 1, 
2002, and submit a brief statement of 
the general nature of the evidence or 
arguments they wish to present, the 
names and addresses of proposed 
participants, and an indication of the 
approximate time requested to make 
their presentation.

Persons attending FDA’s advisory 
committee meetings are advised that the 
agency is not responsible for providing 
access to electrical outlets.

FDA welcomes the attendance of the 
public at its advisory committee 
meetings and will make every effort to 
accommodate persons with physical 
disabilities or special needs. If you 
require special accommodations due to 
a disability, please contact Jayne 
Peterson (see Contact Person) at least 7 
days in advance of the meeting.

Notice of this meeting is given under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. app. 2).

Dated: October 11, 2002.

Linda Arey Skladany,
Senior Associate Commissioner for External 
Relations.
[FR Doc. 02–26728 Filed 10–18–02; 8:45 am]
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Comment Request 

In compliance with the requirement 
for opportunity for public comment on 
proposed data collection projects 
(section 3506(c)(2)(A) of Title 44, U.S.C, 
as amended by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, Pub. L. 104–13), 
the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) publishes 
periodic summaries of proposed 
projects being developed for submission 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995. To request more information on 
the proposed project or to obtain a copy 
of the data collection plans and draft 
instruments, call the HRSA Reports 
Clearance Officer on (301) 443–1129. 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the Agency, 
including whether the information shall 
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of 
the Agency’s estimate of the burden of 
the proposed collection of information; 
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility, 
and clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including the use of 
automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

Proposed Project: National Health 
Service Corps (NHSC) Travel Request 
Worksheet, Non-Federal Personnel—In 
Use Without Approval 

The National Health Service Corps 
(NHSC) of the HRSA’s Bureau of Health 
Professions (BHPr), is committed to 
improving the health of the Nation’s 
underserved by uniting communities in 
need with caring health professionals 
and by supporting communities’ efforts 
to build better systems of care. 

The Travel Request Worksheet is used 
by Scholarship Program recipients to 
receive travel support to perform pre-
employment interviews at sites on the 
Approved Practice List at the Federal 
Government’s expense. The travel 
approval process is initiated when the 
scholar notifies the NHSC’s In-Service 
Support Branch or the respective 
Bureau of Prisons, Indian Health 
Service, and Immigration and 
Naturalization Service recruitment 
office of an impending interview at one 
or more NHSC approved practice sites. 
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