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Form Number(s): None.
OMB Approval Number: 0648–0179.
Type of Request: Regular submission.
Burden Hours: 102.
Number of Respondents: 51.
Average Hours Per Response: 2.
Needs and Uses: The Marine Mammal 

Protection Act (MMPA) mandates the 
protection and conservation of marine 
mammals and makes the taking, killing 
or serious injury of marine mammals, 
except under permit or exemption, a 
violation of the Act. An exemption is 
provided for Alaskan natives to take 
marine mammals if the taking is for 
subsistence or for creating and selling 
authentic native articles of handicraft 
and clothing. Possession of marine 
mammals and marine mammal parts by 
other than Alaskan natives is therefore 
prohibited. As native handicrafts are 
allowed by the MMPA to enter interstate 
commerce, an exemption is also needed 
to allow non-natives to handle the skins 
or other marine mammal product, 
whether to tan the pinniped hide or to 
act as an agent for the native to sell his 
handicraft products. Persons register for 
an exemption, and registered parties 
must file annual reports. The 
information is needed by NOAA to 
manage the program and provide for 
effective law enforcement.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Frequency: On occasion; annually.
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.
OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker, 

(202) 395–3897.
Copies of the above information 

collection proposal can be obtained by 
calling or writing Diana Hynek, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance 
Officer, (202) 482–0266, Department of 
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, 
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at 
MClayton@doc.gov).

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to David Rostker, OMB Desk 
Officer, Room 10202, New Executive 
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: October 1, 2002.

Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 02–26016 Filed 10–10–02; 8:45 am]
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Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce has 
submitted to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Report of Whaling Operations.
Form Number(s): None.
OMB Approval Number: 0648–0311.
Type of Request: Regular submission.
Burden Hours: 48.
Number of Respondents: 52.
Average Hours Per Response: 30 

minutes for a Captain to report and to 
mark gear; 5 minutes for a Native 
American whaling commission to enter 
a Captain’s report into its report; and 5 
minutes for a commission to fax a report 
to NOAA.

Needs and Uses: Native Americans 
are allowed to conduct certain 
aboriginal subsistence whaling in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
International Whaling Commission 
(IWC). Captains participating in these 
operations must submit certain 
information to the relevant Native 
American whaling organization about 
strikes on and catch of whales. Anyone 
retrieving a dead whale is also required 
to report. Captains must place a 
distinctive permanent identification 
mark on any harpoon, lance, or 
explosive dart used, and must also 
provide information on the mark and 
self-identification information. The 
relevant Native American whaling 
organization receives the reports, 
compiles them, and submits the 
information to NOAA. The information 
is used to monitor the hunt and to 
ensure that quotas are not exceeded. 
The information is also provided to the 
International Whaling Commission, 
which uses it to monitor compliance 
with its requirements.

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households, not-for-profit institutions.

Frequency:
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.
OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker, 

(202) 395–3897.
Copies of the above information 

collection proposal can be obtained by 
calling or writing Diana Hynek, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance 
Officer, (202) 482–0266, Department of 
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, 

DC 20230 (or via the Internet at 
dHynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to David Rostker, OMB Desk 
Officer, Room 10202, New Executive 
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: October 3, 2002.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 02–26017 Filed 10–10–02; 8:45 am]
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Docket No. 010222048–2229–04

The Wills, Codicils, and Testamentary 
Trusts Exception to the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National 
Commerce Act

AGENCY: National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), 
U.S. Department of Commerce
ACTION: Notice, Request For Comments

SUMMARY: Section 101 of the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National 
Commerce Act, Pub. L. No. 106–229, 
codified at 15 U.S.C. §§ 7001 et seq. 
(‘‘ESIGN’’ or ‘‘the Act’’), preserves the 
legal effect, validity, and enforceability 
of signatures and contracts relating to 
electronic transactions and electronic 
signatures used in the formation of 
electronic contracts. 15 U.S.C. § 7001(a). 
Section 103 (a) and (b) of the Act, 
however, provides that the provisions of 
section 101 do not apply to contracts 
and records governed by statutes and 
regulations regarding court documents; 
probate and domestic law matters; 
certain provisions of state uniform 
commercial codes; utility service 
cancellations, real property foreclosure 
and defaults; insurance benefits 
cancellations; product recall notices; 
and documents related to hazardous 
materials and dangerous substances. 15 
U.S.C. §§ 7003(a),(b). Section 103 of the 
Act also requires the Secretary of 
Commerce, through the Assistant 
Secretary for Communications and 
Information, to review the operation of 
these exceptions to evaluate whether 
they continue to be necessary for 
consumer protection, and to make 
recommendations to Congress based on 
this evaluation. 15 U.S.C. § 7003(c)(1). 
This Notice is intended to solicit 
comments from interested parties for 
purposes of this evaluation, specifically 
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