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Germany. Intended Use: See notice at 67 
FR 48881, July 26, 2002. 

Comments: None received. Decision: 
Approved. No instrument of equivalent 
scientific value to the foreign 
instrument, for such purposes as it is 
intended to be used, is being 
manufactured in the United States. 
Reasons: The foreign instrument 
provides: (1) A spectral linewidth of 1.0 
kHz/100 ms and (2) a relative intensity 
noise level of <¥150 dB/Hz. A domestic 
manufacturer of similar equipment 
advised September 18, 2002 that (1) 
these capabilities are pertinent to the 
applicant’s intended purpose and (2) it 
knows of no domestic instrument or 
apparatus of equivalent scientific value 
to the foreign instrument for the 
applicant’s intended use. 

We know of no other instrument or 
apparatus of equivalent scientific value 
to the foreign instrument which is being 
manufactured in the United States.

Gerald A. Zerdy, 
Program Manager, Statutory Import Programs 
Staff.
[FR Doc. 02–24780 Filed 9–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration 

West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania; Notice of Decision on 
Application for Duty-Free Entry of 
Electron Microscope 

This is a decision pursuant to section 
6(c) of the Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Materials Importation Act of 
1966 (Pub. L. 89–651, 80 Stat. 897; 15 
CFR part 301). Related records can be 
viewed between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. in 
Suite 4100W, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Franklin Court Building, 
1099 14th Street, NW., Washington, DC. 

Docket Number: 02–035. Applicant: 
West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania, West Chester, PA 19383. 
Instrument: Electron Microscope, Model 
Tecnai 12 TWIN. Manufacturer: FEI 
Company, The Netherlands. Intended 
Use: See notice at 67 FR 52944, August 
14, 2002. Order Date: May 1, 2002. 

Comments: None received. Decision: 
Approved. No instrument of equivalent 
scientific value to the foreign 
instrument, for such purposes as the 
instrument is intended to be used, was 
being manufactured in the United States 
at the time the instrument was ordered. 
Reasons: The foreign instrument is a 
conventional transmission electron 
microscope (CTEM) and is intended for 
research or scientific educational uses 
requiring a CTEM. We know of no 

CTEM, or any other instrument suited to 
these purposes, which was being 
manufactured in the United States at the 
time of order of the instrument.

Gerald A. Zerdy, 
Program Manager, Statutory Import Programs 
Staff.
[FR Doc. 02–24782 Filed 9–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Evaluation of National Estuarine 
Research Reserve

AGENCY: Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management, National Ocean 
Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
DOC.
ACTION: Notice of intent to evaluate.

SUMMARY: The NOAA Office of Ocean 
and Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM) announces its intent to evaluate 
the performance of the Chesapeake Bay-
Maryland National Estuarine Research 
Reserve. 

The National Estuarine Research 
Reserve evaluation will be conducted 
pursuant to section 315 of the CZMA, as 
amended and regulations at 15 CFR part 
921, subpart E and part 923 subpart L. 

The CZMA requires continuing 
review of the performance of states with 
respect to National Estuarine Research 
Reserve program implementation. 
Evaluation of National Estuarine 
Research Reserves requires findings 
concerning the extent to which a state 
has met the national objectives, adhered 
to its Reserve final management plan, 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce, 
and adhered to the terms of financial 
assistance awards funded under the 
CZMA. 

The evaluation will include a site 
visit, consideration of public comments, 
and consultations with interested 
Federal, State, and local agencies and 
members of the public. Public meetings 
will be held as part of the site visit. 

Notice is hereby given of the dates of 
the site visit for the listed evaluation, 
and the date, local time, and location of 
the public meeting during the site visit. 

The Chesapeake Bay-Maryland 
National Estuarine Research Reserve site 
visit will be from November 12–14, 
2002. One public meeting will be held 
during the week. The public meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, November 
13, 2002, at 7 p.m., at the Jug Bay 
Wetlands Sanctuary on Wrighton Road 
in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 

Copies of the state’s most recent 
performance reports, as well as OCRM’s 
notification and supplemental request 
letters to the state, are available upon 
request from OCRM. Written comments 
from interested parties regarding the 
program are encouraged and will be 
accepted until 15 days after the public 
meeting. Please direct written comments 
to Douglas Brown, Deputy Director, 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management, NOS/NOAA, 1305 East-
West Highway, 10th Floor, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20910. When the 
evaluation is completed, OCRM will 
place a notice in the Federal Register 
announcing the availability of the Final 
Evaluation Findings.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Douglas Brown, Deputy Director, Office 
of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management, NOS/NOAA, 1305 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910, (301) 713–3155, Extension 215.

Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
11.419, Coastal Zone Management Program 
Administration.

Dated: September 25, 2002. 
Jamison S. Hawkins, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Ocean 
Services and Coastal Zone Management.
[FR Doc. 02–24804 Filed 9–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Availability of Seats for the Channel 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council

AGENCY: National Marine Sanctuary 
Program (NMSP), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Department of Commerce (DOC).
ACTION: Notice and request for 
applications. 

SUMMARY: The Channel Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary (CINMS or Sanctuary) 
is seeking applicants for the following 
vacant seat on its Sanctuary Advisory 
Council (Council): Education 
Representative. Applicants are chosen 
based upon their particular expertise 
and experience in relations to the seat 
for which they are applying; community 
and professional affiliations; philosophy 
regarding the conservation and 
management of marine resources, and 
the length of residence in the area 
affected by the Sanctuary. Applicants 
who are chosen as members should 
expect to serve three-year terms, 
pursuant to the Council’s Charter.
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DATES: Applications are due by October 
11, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Applications kits may be 
obtained from Michael Murray at 115 
Harbor Way, suite 150, Santa Barbara, 
CA 96825. Completed applications 
should be sent to the same address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael Murray at (805) 884–1464, or 
michael.murray@noaa.gov, or visit the 
CINMS Web site at: 
www.cinms.nos.noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
CINMS Advisory Council was originally 
established in December 1998 and has a 
broad representation consisting of 20 
members, including ten government 
agency representatives and ten numbers 
from the general public. The Council 
functions in an advisory capacity to the 
Sanctuary Manager. The Council works 
in concert with the Sanctuary Manager 
by keeping him or her informed about 
issues of concern throughout the 
Sanctuary, offering recommendations on 
specific issues, and aiding the Manager 
in achieving the goals of the Sanctuary 
program. Specially, the Council’s 
objectives are to provide advice on: (1) 
Protecting natural and cultural 
resources, and identifying and 
evaluating emergent or critical issues 
involving Sanctuary use or resources; 
(2) Identifying and realizing the 
Sanctuary’s research objectives; (3) 
Identifying and realizing educational 
opportunities to increase the public 
knowledge and stewardship of the 
Sanctuary environment; and (4) 
Assisting to develop an informed 
constituency to increase awareness and 
understanding of the purpose and value 
of the Sanctuary and the National 
Marine Sanctuary Program.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. Section 1431 et seq.

Dated: September 23, 2002. 
Jamison S. Hawkins, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Ocean 
Services and Coastal Zone Management.
[FR Doc. 02–24719 Filed 9–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 062802C]

Small Takes of Marine Mammals 
Incidental to Specified Activities; 
Seismic Retrofit of the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, San Francisco Bay, CA

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of issuance of an 
incidental harassment authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with provisions 
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that an Incidental 
Harassment Authorization (IHA) has 
been issued to the California 
Department of Transportation 
(CALTRANS) to take small numbers of 
Pacific harbor seals and possibly 
California sea lions, by harassment, 
incidental to seismic retrofit 
construction of the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge (the Bridge), San 
Francisco Bay (SFB), CA.
DATES: This authorization is effective 
from September 23, 2002, through 
September 22, 2003.
ADDRESSES: A copy of the application 
may be obtained by writing to Donna 
Wieting, Chief, Marine Mammal 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910–
3225, or by telephoning one of the 
contacts listed here.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kenneth R. Hollingshead, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS, (301) 713–
2055, ext 128, or Christina Fahy, 
Southwest Regional Office, NMFS, (562) 
980–4023.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct 
the Secretary of Commerce to allow, 
upon request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of marine mammals 
by U.S. citizens who engage in a 
specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
issued or, if the taking is limited to 
harassment, a notice of a proposed 
authorization is provided to the public 
for review and comment.

Permission may be granted if NMFS 
finds that the taking will have a 
negligible impact on the species or 
stock(s) and will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
subsistence uses and that the 
permissible methods of taking and 
requirements pertaining to the 
monitoring and reporting of such 
takings are set forth. NMFS has defined 
‘‘negligible impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 
as ‘‘an impact resulting from the 
specified activity that cannot be 

reasonably expected to, and is not 
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the 
species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival.’’

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA 
established an expedited process by 
which citizens of the United States can 
apply for an authorization to 
incidentally take small numbers of 
marine mammals by harassment. The 
MMPA defines ‘‘harassment’’ as:

any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance 
which (i) has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild; or (ii) has the potential to disturb a 
marine mammal or marine mammal stock in 
the wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering.

Section 101(a)(5)(D) establishes a 45–
day time limit for NMFS review of an 
application followed by a 30–day public 
notice and comment period on any 
proposed authorizations for the 
incidental harassment of small numbers 
of marine mammals. Within 45 days of 
the close of the comment period, NMFS 
must either issue or deny issuance of 
the authorization.

Summary of Request
On May 28, 2002, NMFS received a 

letter from CALTRANS, requesting 
reauthorization of an IHA that was first 
issued to it on December 16, 1997 (62 
FR 6704, December 23, 1997), and was 
renewed on January 8, 2000 (65 FR 
2375, January 14, 2000) and September 
19, 2001 (66 FR 49165, September 26, 
2001). The current IHA expires on 
September 18, 2002. The renewed 
authorization would be for the 
harassment of small numbers of Pacific 
harbor seals (Phoca vitulina) and 
possibly California sea lions (Zalophus 
californianus), incidental to seismic 
retrofit construction of the Bridge.

The Bridge is being seismically 
retrofitted to withstand a future severe 
earthquake. Construction is scheduled 
to extend until the year 2005. A detailed 
description of the work planned is 
contained in the Final Natural 
Environmental Study/Biological 
Assessment for the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project 
(CALTRANS, 1996). Among other 
things, seismic retrofit work will 
include excavation around pier bases, 
hydro-jet cleaning, installation of steel 
casings around the piers with a crane, 
installation of micro-piles, and 
installation of precast concrete jackets. 
Foundation construction will require 
approximately 2 months per pier, with 
construction occurring on more than 
one pier at a time. In addition to pier 
retrofit, superstructure construction and 
tower retrofit work will also be carried 
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