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independent of referral or supervision
by a physician.

The NDAA for FY 2001 requires the
Department of Defense to conduct a
demonstration project for expanded
access to mental health counselors
under TRICARE. The Secretary of
Defense has been directed to conduct a
demonstration project under which
licensed and certified professional
mental health counselors who meet
eligibility requirements for participation
as providers under the TRICARE
program may provide services to
covered beneficiaries under chapter 55
of Title 10, United States Code, without
referral by physicians or adherence to
supervision requirements.

The legislation further requires an
assessment of the extent to which
independent reimbursement of licensed
or certified mental health counselors
impacts utilization and reimbursement
costs for such services, and affects the
confidentiality of and treatment
outcomes for covered beneficiaries
seeking mental health services. The
legislation also directs a description of
the administrative costs associated with
documenting referrals and supervision,
and an assessment of the impact of
independent reimbursement on the
willingness of providers to participate
in TRICARE.

B. Description of Demonstration Project

Location of Project: The
Demonstration will be conducted in the
TRICARE Central Region because of the
relatively high utilization of mental
health counselors in that region.
Comparison data will be gathered from
the Central Region and if necessary,
from another TRICARE region.

Project Components: The Project will
include implementation and evaluation
components.

I. Implementation

Licensed and/or certified mental
health counselors in the Colorado
Springs and Omaha catchment areas
who are members of the Central Region
TRICARE network will be invited to
participate in this two year
demonstration. Under the
demonstration, participating counselors
will be allowed to provide services to
TRICARE beneficiaries without receipt
of either a physician referral or
physician case supervision. Counselors
will be asked to sign a participant
agreement form acknowledging the
temporary nature of the demonstration.
Potential beneficiaries/clients of these
counselors will be provided with
information about the demonstration
and be asked to sign an informed
consent form to acknowledge their

understanding of the demonstration and
the potential risks of participation.
There will be no other changes to the
normal treatment processes for
beneficiaries. Claims submitted by
participating counselors will be flagged
and processed for independent
reimbursement by TRICARE (to allow
for processing without the supervision
and referral).

II. Evaluation

Rand Corporation will be responsible
for gathering data on:

A. Utilization and reimbursement
regarding non-physician mental health
professionals other than licensed or
certified professional mental health
counselors under CHAMPUS and the
TRICARE program.

B. Utilization and reimbursement
regarding physicians who make referrals
to, and supervise mental health
counselors.

C. Administrative costs incurred as a
result of the requirement for
documentation of referral to mental
health counselors and supervision
activities for such counselors.

D. A comparison of data for a one-year
period for the area in which the
demonstration is being conducted with
corresponding data for a similar area in
which the demonstration project is not
being implemented.

E. A description of the ways in which
allowing for independent
reimbursement of licensed or certified
professional mental health counselors
affects the confidentiality of mental
health and substance abuse services for
covered beneficiaries under CHAMPUS
and the TRICARE program.

F. A description of the effect, if any,
of changing reimbursement policies on
the health and treatment of covered
beneficiaries under CHAMPUS and the
TRICARE program, including a
comparison of the treatment outcomes
of covered beneficiaries who receive
mental health services from licensed or
certified professional mental health
counselors acting under physician
referral and supervision, other non-
physician mental health providers
recognized under CHAMPUS and the
TRICARE program, and physicians, with
treatment outcomes under the
demonstration project allowing
independent practice of professional
counselors on the same basis as other
non-physician mental health providers.

G. The effect of policies of the
Department on the willingness of
licensed or certified professional mental
health counselors to participate as
health care providers in CHAMPUS and
the TRICARE program.

H. Any policy requests or
recommendations regarding mental
health counselors made by health care
plans and managed care organizations
participating in CHAMPUS or the
TRICARE program.

Dated: August 4, 2002.
Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Meetings of the Pentagon Memorial
Design Competition Jury

AGENCY: Department of Defense,
Director, Administration and
Management.

ACTION: Notice of advisory committee
meetings.

SUMMARY: The Pentagon Memorial
Design Competition Jury will meet in
closed sessions on September 30,
October 1, and October 2, 2002. The
Jury was chartered on August 26, 2002,
by the Department of Defense to review
and evaluate the designs submitted in
response to the Baltimore District, Corps
of Engineers announcement of the
design competition for a Pentagon
Memorial to the victims of the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on
the Pentagon.

In accordance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, Public Law
No. 92-463, as amended (5 U.S.C. App
11 (1982), discussion of procurement
sensitive information, as covered by 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(4)(1988)), will take place
throughout the meetings, and that,
accordingly, the meetings will be closed
to the public.

DATES: Monday through Wednesday,
September 30—October 2, 8 a.m.—5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: National Building Museum,
401 F Street NW., Washington, DC
20001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jerry
Shiplett, Special Assistant to the
Director, Real Estate and Facilities,
Washington Headquarters Services, on
703-614-9203.

Dated: September 4, 2002.
L.M. Bynum,

Alternate Federal Register Liaison Officer,
Department of Defense.
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