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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
FHWA, in cooperation with the Texas
Turnpike Authority Division (TTA) of
the Texas Department of Transportation,
will prepare an EIS for proposed State
Highway 45, between Interstate
Highway 35, south of Austin, Texas, and
proposed State Highway 130/existing
US Highway 183, southeast of Austin in
Travis County, Texas. As currently
envisioned, proposed SH 45 would
ultimately be a six-lane controlled
access roadway with directions of travel
being separated by a barrier or median.
Interchanges or grade separations would
be constructed at major thoroughfares
and direct connector ramps would be
provided at IH 35 and State Highway
130/US Highway 183. The proposed
right-of-way width would be 400’ (usual
minimum) and the project length would
be approximately 7 miles. Alternatives
to be addressed in the EIS include (1)
upgrading existing roadways, (2) new
location alternatives and (3) the no-
build alternative. The proposed project
is considered necessary in order to
provide for existing and projected traffic
demand in the project area.

The proposed project is considered a
candidate for development as a toll
road. Accordingly, in conjunction with
preparation of the EIS, TTA will
conduct a study to determine the
feasibility of constructing the proposed
facility as a toll road and financing it,
in whole or in part, through the
issuance of revenue bonds. Impacts
owing to the possible toll designation
will be addressed in the EIS.

Letters describing the proposed action
and soliciting comments will be sent to
appropriate Federal, State, and local
agencies; and to private organizations,
citizens and residents who have
previously expressed or are known to
have an interest in this proposal.

It is anticipated that the project would
be constructed in phases, with the
initial (interim) phase(s) being of
smaller scale (fewer lanes) than the
ultimate facility.

To ensure that the full range of issues
related to this proposed action are
addressed, and all significant issues
identified, comments and suggestions
are invited from all interested parties.
On Thursday, August 22, 2002, the TTA
will conduct a public scoping meeting
on the proposed SH 45 project. The
meeting will be held at Popham
Elementary School, 7014 Elroy Road,
Del Valle, Texas. The purpose of the
public meeting will be to receive
comments and identify issues to be
considered during development of route
alternative and preparation of the EIS.
Verbal and written comments may be
submitted at the meeting or written

comments may be submitted via regular
postal mail to the FHWA or TTA at the
addresses provided above. To be
included in the official record of the
public meeting, comments must be
received by Tuesday, September 3,
2002. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.
with a one-hour “open house”. During
the open house displays showing the
project area and other project
information will be available for review
and staff from the TTA will be available
to answer questions. At 7 p.m. there will
be a presentation followed by a public
comment period. All interested citizens
are encouraged to attend this meeting.
Persons who have special
communication or accommodation
needs, and who plan to attend the
public meeting are asked to contact
Stacey Benningfield (512/225-1351) at
least two business days prior to the
meeting so that accommodations may be
made.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning
and Construction. The regulations
implementing Executive Order 12372
regarding intergovernmental consultation on
Federal programs and activities apply to this
program.)

Issued on: July 11, 2002.
Antonio Palacios,
Urban Engineer.
[FR Doc. 02-18329 Filed 7-19-02; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Amendment to Order of
Particular Applicability requiring
Advanced Civil Speed Enforcement
System (ACSES) between New Haven,
Connecticut and Boston,
Massachusetts—New CSX
Transportation (CSXT) temporary
operating protocols allowing nighttime
operations.

SUMMARY: In 1998, FRA issued an Order
of Particular Applicability requiring all
trains operating on the Northeast
Corridor (NEC) between New Haven,
Connecticut and Boston, Massachusetts
(NEC—North End) to be equipped to

respond to the new Advanced Givil
Speed Enforcement System (ACSES).
On June 26, 2002, CSXT wrote to
request additional relief. After
reviewing this request, and discussing it
with CSXT personnel, FRA has decided
to amend the Order to allow CSXT to
run nighttime operations under
temporary operating protocols until
further notice.

DATES: The amendment to the Order is
effective July 22, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: W.E.
Goodman, Staff Director, Signal and
Train Control Division, Office of Safety,
Mail Stop 25, FRA, 1120 Vermont
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20590
((202) 493-6325); Paul Weber, Railroad
Safety Specialist, Signal and Train
Control Division, Office of Safety, Mail
Stop 25, FRA, 1120 Vermont Avenue,
NW., Washington, DC 20590 ((202) 493—
6258); or Patricia V. Sun, Office of Chief
Counsel, Mail Stop 10, 1120 Vermont
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20590
((202) 493-6038).

For instructions on how to use this
system, visit the Docket Management
System Web site (www.dms.dot.gov) and
click on the “Help”” menu. This docket
is also available for inspection or
copying at room PL—401 on the plaza
level of the Nassif Building at the U.S.
Department of Transportation, 400 7th
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590—
0001, during regular business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Order
of Particular Applicability (Order), as
published on July 22, 1998, set
performance standards for cab signal/
automatic train control and ACSES
systems, increased certain maximum
authorized train speeds, and contained
safety requirements supporting
improved rail service on the NEC. 63 FR
39343. Among other requirements, the
Order required all trains operating on
track controlled by the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation
(Amtrak) on the NEC—North End to be
controlled by locomotives equipped to
respond to ACSES by October 1, 1999.
In seven subsequent notices, FRA
amended the Order to reset the
implementation schedule, make
technical changes, and allow the use of
temporary operating protocols. 64 FR
54410, October 6, 1999; 65 FR 62795,
October 19, 2000; 66 FR 1718, January
9, 2001; 66 FR 34512, June 28, 2001; 66
FR 57771, November 16, 2001; 67 FR
6753, February 12, 2002, and 67 FR
14769, March 27, 2002.

On June 28, 2001, in Notice No. 11,
FRA granted CSXT a relief period from
the implementation schedule specified
in the Order to allow CSXT additional
time to complete its field testing of new
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Amtrak operational software. FRA
subsequently extended the relief period
several times as Amtrak continued to
make adjustments. The temporary
operating protocols specified in
paragraph 12 of this Order are no longer
in effect, since the last of these
extensions expired on July 1, 2002. For
this reason, the temporary operating
protocols specified in this amendment
will be added to this Order in new
paragraph 13.

The modifications contained in this
amendment to the Order will run until
development and testing of the
operational software is complete and
FRA has issued a subsequent notice.
FRA is making this amendment effective
upon publication instead of 30 days
after the publication date in order to
realize the significant safety and
transportation benefits afforded by the
ACSES system at the earliest possible
time. All affected parties have been
notified.

FRA is not reopening the comment
period since the amendment to this
Order is necessary to avoid disruption
of rail service. Under these
circumstances, delaying the effective
date of the amendment to allow for
notice and comment would be
impracticable, unnecessary, and
contrary to the public interest.

As mentioned above, the relief
granted in the last amendment has
expired. To prevent such recurrences,
and to ensure that FRA has adequate
time to consider all requests, any future
requests for relief must be submitted no
later than 10 working days before the
requestor wishes the desired relief to
take effect. FRA expects the parties to
this Order to resolve any remaining
issues quickly, since this is the seventh
time that FRA has amended the Order
to provide temporary relief from its
requirements.

New CSXT Temporary Operating
Protocols

The CSXT letter identified numerous
“problem areas” in both the wayside
and onboard portions of ACSES, with
CSXT’s recommended solutions. Many
of the software and mechanical issues
identified by CSXT have either been
resolved through agreement with
Amtrak or cannot be addressed by
revisions to the order. One major issue,
however, is CSXT’s request to be
allowed to continue trains operations
with ACSES cut out in the event of a
road failure, or a single nuisance
penalty brake application. FRA will not
allow this request. CSXT is in effect
asking for permission to cut out ACSES
en route, regardless of whether the
system is on board and working as

intended. FRA believes that the
protection ACSES provides to high
speed trains and other trains on the
NEC—North End is more important than
its occasional impact on freight service.
However, FRA is amending the Order to
reduce the impact on CSXT operations
by excepting nighttime operations as
CSXT requested. In this amendment,
FRA also addresses CSXT’s request to
remove the positive stop protections at
two interlockings.

(1) Nighttime Operations

In its June 26 letter, CSXT stated that
Amtrak had agreed to allow CSXT to
operate freight trains on the NEC—
North End with ACSES cut out during
the low-volume hours of 12:00 a.m-5:00
a.m. There are no high-speed train
operations on the NEC—North End
during these hours, and other passenger
rail operations are very limited. This
relief will allow CSXT to operate trains
on the NEC—North End with ACSES cut
out, without the current requirement
that the Amtrak dispatcher be notified at
the time of cut out.

FRA approves this request, provided
that CSXT and Amtrak submit operating
rules for FRA’s approval before
nighttime operations begin. The
operating rules must indicate all the
aspects and controls of these operations.
This relief will continue until Amtrak
has modified its software to eliminate
the large number of unexpected penalty
applications currently required and FRA
has issued a subsequent notice
rescinding the relief extended in this
notice.

(2) Retention of Positive Stop
Requirements

Currently, ACSES enforces positive
stop requirements at the interlockings at
Attleboro, and Mansfield,
Massachusetts. In its June 26 letter,
CSXT indicated that Amtrak had agreed
to grant CSXT’s request to remove the
positive stop requirements at both
interlockings, to reduce the number of
penalty brake applications experienced
during switching operations.

Even though Amtrak has agreed to
these removals, FRA does not approve
CSXT’s request to remove the positive
stop requirements at the Attleboro and
Mansfield interlockings. The Order
required Amtrak to put ACSES on high
speed main tracks and tracks adjacent to
them where speeds exceed 15 mph. This
ACSES territory must also have
perimeter protection. At the Attleboro
interlocking, entry from the New
Bedford Secondary is onto Track 4, a 60
mile per hour (mph) track used by cab
car forward commuter trains where
safety could be adversely affected by the

removal of the positive stops at the east
and west bound home signals. Track 4
is required both to have ACSES and to
be perimeter-protected, which benefits
safety on the commuter main and the
adjacent high speed line. At the
Mansfield interlocking, entry is onto a
high-speed (150 mph) track. Here too,
FRA believes that safety would be better
served by retaining positive stop
protection.

Accordingly, for the reasons stated in
the preamble, the Final Order of
Particular Applicability published at 63
FR 39343, July 22, 1998 (Order) is
amended as follows:

1. The authority for the Order
continues to read as follows: 49 U.S.C.
20103, 20107, 20501-20505 (1994); and
49 CFR 1.49(f), (g), and (m).

2. Paragraph 13 is added to read as
follows:

13. CSX Transportation (CSXT)
Temporary Operating Protocols.

Effective upon [July 22, 2002] until
further notice:

CSXT may operate trains along the
NEC—North End between the hours of
12 a.m. to 5 a.m. with ACSES cut out,
without prior notification to the Amtrak
dispatcher. This temporary relief is
contingent upon FRA approval of
Amtrak and CSXT operating rules
concerning these operations.

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 15,
2002.

Allan Rutter,

Federal Railroad Administrator.

[FR Doc. 02—-18346 Filed 7-19-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration

Notice of Granted Buy America Waiver
AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of granted Buy America
waiver.

SUMMARY: This waiver was granted to
Webasto Thermosystems, Inc., Teleflex
Thermal Technology, and Espar
Products for the manufacture of an
auxiliary heater to be used in bus
heating systems and will allow vehicle
manufacturers to count the auxiliary
heater as domestic when calculating
domestic content. This notice shall
ensure that the public, particularly
potential manufacturers, is aware of this
waiver. FTA requests that the public
notify it of any relevant changes in the
domestic market of auxiliary heaters.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Meghan G. Ludtke, FTA Office of Chief
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