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approximately $12,172 per engine. 
Based on these figures, the total cost of 
the proposed AD to U.S. operators is 
estimated to be $15,663,176. 

Regulatory Analysis 

This proposed rule does not have 
federalism implications, as defined in 
Executive Order 13132, because it 
would not have a substantial direct 
effect on the States, on the relationship 
between the national government and 
the States, or on the distribution of 
power and responsibilities among the 
various levels of government. 
Accordingly, the FAA has not consulted 
with state authorities prior to 
publication of this proposed rule. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this proposed regulation (1) 
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’ 
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not 
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if 
promulgated, will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft 
regulatory evaluation prepared for this 
action is contained in the Rules Docket. 
A copy of it may be obtained by 
contacting the Rules Docket at the 
location provided under the caption 
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment 

Accordingly, pursuant to the 
authority delegated to me by the 
Administrator, the Federal Aviation 
Administration proposes to amend part 
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended] 
2. Section 39.13 is amended by 

adding the following new airworthiness 
directive:
Pratt & Whitney Canada: Docket No. 2001–

NE–34–AD. 

Applicability 

This airworthiness directive (AD) is 
applicable to Pratt & Whitney Canada models 
PW118, PW118A, PW118B, PW119B, 
PW119C, PW120, PW120A, PW121, 
PW121A, PW123, PW123B, PW123C, 
PW123D, PW123E, PW123AF, PW124B, 

PW125B, PW126, PW126A, PW127, PW127B, 
PW127E, PW127F, PW127G, PW127H, and 
PW127J turboprop engines. These engines are 
installed on, but not limited to the following 
airplanes: Aerospatiale ATR–42 and –72; 
Bombardier DHC–8 series 100, 200, and 300, 
CL–215T and –415; Construcciones 
Aeronautics, S.A. (CASA) C–295; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S. A (EMBRAER) 
EMB–120; Fairchild Dornier 328, Fokker 50 
and 60; Ilyushin IL–114–100; BAE Systems 
(Operations) Ltd. ATP; and XIAN MA–60.

Note 1: This airworthiness directive (AD) 
applies to each engine identified in the 
preceding applicability provision, regardless 
of whether it has been modified, altered, or 
repaired in the area subject to the 
requirements of this AD. For engines that 
have been modified, altered, or repaired so 
that the performance of the requirements of 
this AD is affected, the owner/operator must 
request approval for an alternative method of 
compliance in accordance with paragraph (c) 
of this AD. The request should include an 
assessment of the effect of the modification, 
alteration, or repair on the unsafe condition 
addressed by this AD; and, if the unsafe 
condition has not been eliminated, the 
request should include specific proposed 
actions to address it.

Compliance 

Compliance with this AD is required as 
indicated, unless already done. 

To prevent the separation of the fuel filter 
bowl from the fuel heater, which could result 
in a pressurized fuel leak and possible engine 
fire, do the following: 

(a) Replace fuel heater, part number (P/N) 
3039183, with fuel heater, P/N 3039798, at 
the next removal of the engine low pressure 
fuel filter, but not later than December 31, 
2002. 

(b) Do not install any fuel heater, P/N 
3039183, after the effective date of this AD. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(c) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Engine 
Certification Office (ECO). Operators must 
submit their request through an appropriate 
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who 
may add comments and then send it to the 
Manager, ECO.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this airworthiness directive, 
if any, may be obtained from the ECO.

Special Flight Permits 

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 
and 21.199) to operate the airplane to a 
location where the requirements of this AD 
can be done.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed 
in Transport Canada airworthiness directive 
CF–2000–34, dated November 23, 2000.

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on 
June 24, 2002. 
Francis A. Favara, 
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 02–16675 Filed 7–2–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service 

26 CFR Parts 31 and 301

[REG–116644–01] 

RIN 1545–BA18

Receipt of Multiple Notices With 
Respect to Incorrect Taxpayer 
Identification Numbers

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking 
and notice of public hearing. 

SUMMARY: This document contains 
proposed regulations relating to backup 
withholding. The regulations clarify the 
method of determining whether the 
payor has received two notices that a 
payee’s taxpayer identification number 
(TIN) is incorrect. If a payor receives 
two or more such notices with respect 
to the same account during a three-year 
period, the payor must begin backup 
withholding unless the payee provides 
verification of its correct TIN pursuant 
to the regulations. This document also 
contains proposed regulations which 
clarify when an information return filer 
must solicit a payee’s TIN following the 
receipt of a penalty notice. In addition, 
this document provides notice of a 
public hearing on these proposed 
regulations.

DATES: Written and electronic comments 
must be received by October 1, 2002. 
Requests to speak (with outlines of 
topics to be discussed) at the public 
hearing scheduled for October 22, 2002, 
at 10 a.m., must be received by October 
1, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Send submissions to: 
CC:ITA:RU (REG–116644–01), room 
5226, Internal Revenue Service, POB 
7604, Ben Franklin Station, Washington, 
DC 20044. Submissions may be hand 
delivered Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
to: CC:ITA:RU (REG–116644–01), 
Courier’s Desk, Internal Revenue 
Service, 1111 Constitution Avenue, 
NW., Washington, DC. Alternatively, 
taxpayers may submit comments 
electronically directly to the IRS 
Internet site at www.irs.gov/regs. The 
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public hearing will be held in room 
4718, Internal Revenue Building, 1111 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Concerning the proposed regulations, 
Nancy Rose (202) 622–4910; concerning 
submissions of comments, the hearing, 
and/or to be placed on the building 
access list to attend the hearing, Treena 
Garrett at (202) 622–7180 (not toll-free 
numbers).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

This document contains proposed 
amendments to the Employment Tax 
Regulations (26 CFR part 31) under 
section 3406 of the Internal Revenue 
Code (Code), and to the Procedure and 
Administration Regulations (26 CFR 
part 301) under section 6724 of the 
Code. These proposed amendments to 
the regulations would revise existing 
§§ 31.3406(d)–5(d)(2)(ii) and (g)(4), and 
301.6724–1(f)(2), (f)(3), (f)(5) and (k). 

These proposed regulations address 
certain issues identified by the 
Commissioner’s Information Reporting 
Program Advisory Committee (IRPAC) 
and take into account comments and 
information provided by IRPAC 
members. 

Section 3406

Section 3406 imposes a requirement 
to backup withhold on any reportable 
payment where the Secretary notifies 
the payor that the TIN furnished by the 
payee is incorrect. After receiving a 
notice of incorrect TIN, the payor must 
backup withhold on reportable 
payments until the payee furnishes 
another TIN. However, if the payor 
receives two notices with respect to the 
same account within a three year 
period, the payor must backup withhold 
on reportable payments until the payor 
receives a verification of the payee’s TIN 
from the Social Security Administration 
or the IRS. 

The regulations under section 3406 
set forth detailed procedures for payors 
to follow after receipt of a notice of 
incorrect TIN from the IRS. When the 
first such notice is received by the 
payor, the payor must send a notice 
(commonly referred to as a ‘‘B’’ notice) 
to the payee stating that the payee will 
be subject to backup withholding if the 
payee does not furnish a certified TIN. 
If a second notice of incorrect TIN is 
received by a payor with respect to the 
payee’s account within a three-year 
period, the payor must send a second 
‘‘B’’ notice to the payee stating that the 
payee will be subject to backup 
withholding unless the payor receives 

verification of the payee’s TIN from the 
Social Security Administration or IRS. 

If the payor receives two or more 
notices of incorrect TIN with respect to 
a payee’s account within the same 
calendar year, the regulations provide 
that the multiple notices may be treated 
as one notice for purposes of sending 
out a first ‘‘B’’ notice, and must be 
treated as one notice for purposes of 
sending out a second B notice. However, 
in some cases, a payor may receive 
multiple notices of incorrect TIN in 
different calendar years which relate to 
the same payee’s account for the same 
year. This may occur where a payor files 
different types of information returns 
with respect to the same payee, such as 
a Form 1099–B (gross proceeds reported 
by brokers) and a Form 1099–DIV 
(payment of dividends). Typically these 
information returns all contain the same 
TIN, following information contained in 
the payor’s records. Variations in the 
processing of such returns by the IRS 
may result in the issuance of incorrect 
TIN notices at different times.

The regulations currently do not 
provide that two or more notices of 
incorrect TIN relating to the same payee 
and the same year, but which are 
received in different calendar years, 
count as one notice. Accordingly, a 
payor must send a first ‘‘B’’ notice to the 
payee after receipt of the first notice of 
incorrect TIN, and a second ‘‘B’’ notice 
after receipt of the second notice of 
incorrect TIN, even if the second notice 
relates to an information return filed for 
the same year as the first notice. The 
payee must respond to the second 
notice by obtaining verification of its 
TIN from the IRS or Social Security 
Administration. 

To avoid this burden on both payor 
and payee, the proposed amendments to 
the regulations provide that when a 
payor receives two or more notices of 
incorrect TIN with respect to the same 
payee’s account for the same year, the 
payor is treated as receiving one notice, 
regardless of the calendar year in which 
the notices are received. 

Section 6724 

Section 6724 provides for a waiver of 
information reporting penalties under 
sections 6721 through 6723 where the 
failure giving rise to such penalties was 
due to reasonable cause and not willful 
neglect. Under § 301.6724–1(a) of the 
regulations, in order to prove reasonable 
cause for a failure, the filer must 
establish either that there are significant 
mitigating factors with respect to the 
failure or that the failure arose from 
events beyond the filer’s control. In 
addition, the filer must have acted in a 

responsible manner both before and 
after the failure. 

The regulation provides that certain 
actions of the payee or another person 
providing necessary information with 
respect to the return may be an event 
beyond the filer’s control. Thus, a 
payee’s furnishing of an incorrect TIN to 
a payor may be an event beyond the 
payor’s control. However, the payor 
must also act in a responsible manner 
with respect to the failure. Section 
301.6724–1(f) sets forth special rules for 
acting in a responsible manner with 
respect to incorrect TINs. The filer is 
required to make an initial solicitation 
for the payee’s correct TIN at the time 
the account is opened, and up to two 
annual solicitations following receipt of 
penalty notices. 

Under the current regulation, if a filer 
receives a penalty notice with respect to 
an incorrect payee TIN and a notice of 
incorrect TIN under section 
3406(a)(1)(B) during the same calendar 
year for the same payee, the filer will 
satisfy the section 6724 annual 
solicitation requirements by sending the 
required ‘‘B’’ notice. The filer does not 
have to make another solicitation 
pursuant to section 6724. However, if 
the filer receives a section 3406(a)(1)(B) 
notice with respect to a payee in one 
year, and the following year receives a 
penalty notice with respect to the same 
payee and the same year as the section 
3406(a)(1)(B) notice, the filer must make 
an annual solicitation pursuant to 
section 6724.

To avoid this burden, the proposed 
amendments to the regulations provide 
that if a filer receives a section 
3406(a)(1)(B) notice with respect to a 
payee in one year and the following year 
receives a penalty notice with respect to 
the same payee and the same year as the 
3406(a)(1)(B) notice, the filer is not 
required to make an annual solicitation 
for the payee’s TIN pursuant to section 
6724 provided the filer has sent the 
required B notice. 

Effective Date of Proposed Regulations 
The provisions of these regulations 

are proposed to be applicable the 
beginning of the first calendar year that 
begins after these regulations are 
published in the Federal Register as 
final regulations. 

Special Analyses 
It has been determined that this notice 

of proposed rulemaking is not a 
significant regulatory action as defined 
in Executive Order 12866. Therefore, a 
regulatory assessment is not required. It 
has also been determined that section 
553(b) of the Administrative Procedure 
Act (5 U.S.C. chapter 5) does not apply 
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to these regulations, and because the 
regulation does not impose a collection 
of information of small entities, the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 
chapter 6) does not apply. 

Comments and Public Hearing 

Before these proposed regulations are 
adopted as final regulations, 
consideration will be given to any 
electronic or written comments (a 
signed original and eight (8) copies) that 
are submitted timely (in the manner 
described in the ADDRESSES portion of 
this preamble) to the IRS. The IRS and 
the Treasury Department request 
comments on the clarity of the proposed 
rules and how they can be made easier 
to understand. All comments will be 
available for public inspection and 
copying. Written comments on the 
proposed regulations are due by October 
1, 2002. 

A public hearing has been scheduled 
for October 22, 2002, beginning at 10 
a.m. in Room 4718, Internal Revenue 
Building, 1111 Constitution Avenue, 
NW., Washington, DC. All visitors must 
present photo identification to enter the 
building. Because of access restrictions, 
visitors will not be admitted beyond the 
immediate entrance area more than 30 
minutes before the hearing starts. For 
information about having your name 
placed on the building access list to 
attend the hearing, see the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT portion of this 
preamble. 

The rules of 26 CFR 601.601(a)(3) 
apply to the hearing. Persons who wish 
to present oral comments must submit 
electronic or written comments and an 
outline of the topics to be discussed and 
the time to be devoted to each topic (a 
signed original and eight (8) copies) by 
October 1, 2002. A period of 10 minutes 
will be allotted to each person for 
making comments. An agenda showing 
the scheduling of the speakers will be 
prepared after the deadline for 
reviewing outlines has passed. Copies of 
the agenda will be available free of 
charge at the hearing. 

Drafting Information 

The principal author of these 
proposed regulations is Nancy L. Rose, 
Office of Associate Chief Counsel 
(Procedure and Administration). 
However, other personnel from the IRS 
and the Treasury Department 
participated in their development.

List of Subjects 

26 CFR Part 31 

Employment taxes, Income taxes, 
Penalties, Railroad retirement, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 

requirements, Social security, 
Unemployment compensation. 

26 CFR Part 301 

Employment taxes, Estate taxes, 
Excise taxes, Gift taxes, Income taxes, 
Penalties, Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements.

Proposed Amendments to the 
Regulations 

Accordingly, 26 CFR parts 31 and 301 
are proposed to be amended as follows:

PART 31—EMPLOYMENT TAXES AND 
COLLECTION OF INCOME TAX AT 
SOURCE

1. The authority citation for part 31 
continues to read in part as follows:

Authority: 26 U.S.C. 7805 * * *

2. Section 31.3406(d)–5 is amended 
by revising paragraphs (d)(2)(ii) and 
(g)(4) to read as follows:

§ 31.3406(d)–5 Backup withholding when 
the Service or a broker notifies the payor to 
withhold because the payee’s taxpayer 
identification number is incorrect.

* * * * *
(d) * * * 
(2) * * * 
(ii) Two or more notices for an 

account for the same year or received in 
the same year. A payor who receives, 
under the same payor taxpayer 
identification number, two or more 
notices under paragraph (c)(1) or (2) of 
this section with respect to the same 
payee’s account for the same year, or in 
the same calendar year, need only send 
one notice to the payee under this 
section.
* * * * *

(g) * * * 
(4) Receipt of two notices for the same 

year or in the same calendar year. A 
payor who receives, under the same 
payor taxpayer identification number, 
two or more notices under paragraph 
(c)(1) or (2) of this section with respect 
to the same payee’s account for the same 
year, or in the same calendar year, must 
treat such notices as one notice for 
purposes of this paragraph (g).
* * * * *

PART 301—PROCEDURE AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

3. The authority citation for part 301 
continues to read in part as follows:

Authority: 26 U.S.C. 7805 * * *

4. Section 301.6724–1 is amended as 
follows: 

1. Revising paragraphs (f)(2) and (f)(3). 
2. Amending paragraph (f)(5)(vi), last 

sentence, by removing the language 

‘‘paragraph (f)(2)’’ and adding 
‘‘paragraph (f)(3)’’ in its place. 

3. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
3(ii), second sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 35a.3406–1(c)(1) of this 
paragraph’’ and adding ‘‘§ 31.3406(d)–
5(d)(2)(i)’’ in its place; and by removing 
the language ‘‘(f)(2)’’ and adding ‘‘(f)(3)’’ 
in its place. 

4. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
3(ii), fifth sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 301.6721–1T’’ and adding 
‘‘§ 301.6721–1’’ in its place. 

5. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
3(iii), fifth sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 35a.3406–1(c)(1)’’ and 
adding ‘‘§ 31.3406(d)–5(d)(2)(i)’’ in its 
place.

6. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
3(iii), last sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 301.6721–1T’’ and adding 
‘‘§ 301.6721–1’’ in its place. 

7. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
5, final sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 301.6721–1T’’ and adding 
‘‘§ 301.6721–1’’ in its place. 

8. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
6(ii), sixth sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘(f)(3)’’ and adding the 
language ‘‘(f)(2)’’ in its place. 

9. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
7(ii), fourth sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘(f)(2)’’ and adding ‘‘(f)(3)’’ in 
its place; and by removing the language 
‘‘§ 35a.3406(c)(1)’’ and adding 
‘‘§ 31.3406(d)–5(g)(1)(ii)’’ in its place. 

10. Amending paragraph (k), Example 
7(ii), fifth sentence, by removing the 
language ‘‘§ 35a.3406–1(c)(1)’’ and 
adding ‘‘§ 31.3406(d)–5(g)(1)(ii)’’ in its 
place. 

The revisions read as follows:

§ 301.6724–1 Reasonable cause.

* * * * *
(f) * * * 
(2) Manner of making annual 

solicitation if notified pursuant to 
section 6721. A filer that has been 
notified of an incorrect TIN by a penalty 
notice or other notification pursuant to 
section 6721 may satisfy the solicitation 
requirement of this paragraph (f) either 
by mail, in the manner set forth in 
paragraph (e)(2)(i) of this section; by 
telephone, in the manner set forth in 
paragraph (e)(2)(ii) of this section; or by 
requesting the TIN in person. 

(3) Coordination with solicitations 
under section 3406(a)(1)(b). (i) A filer 
that has been notified of an incorrect 
TIN pursuant to section 3406(a)(1)(B) 
(except filers to which § 31.3406(d)–
5(b)(4)(i)(A) of this chapter applies) will 
satisfy the solicitation requirement of 
this paragraph (f) only if it makes a 
solicitation in the manner and within 
the time period required under 
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§ 31.3406(d)–5(d)(2)(i) or (g)(1)(ii) of this 
chapter, whichever applies. 

(ii) A filer that has been notified of an 
incorrect TIN by a notice pursuant to 
section 6721 (except filers to which 
§ 31.3406(d)–5(b)(4)(i)(A) of this chapter 
applies) is not required to make the 
annual solicitation of this paragraph (f) 
if— 

(A) The filer has received an effective 
notice pursuant to section 3406(a)(1)(B) 
with respect to the same payee, either 
during the same calendar year or for 
information returns filed for the same 
year; and 

(B) The filer makes a solicitation in 
the manner and within the time period 
required under § 31.3406(d)–5(d)(2)(i) or 
(g)(1)(ii) of this chapter, whichever 
applies, before the filer is required to 
make the annual solicitation of this 
paragraph (f). 

(iii) A filer that has been notified of 
an incorrect TIN by a notice pursuant to 
section 6721 with respect to a fiduciary 
or nominee account to which 
§ 31.3406(d)–5(b)(4)(i)(A) of this chapter 
applies is required to make the annual 
solicitation of this paragraph (f).
* * * * *

Robert E. Wenzel, 
Deputy Commissioner of Internal Revenue.
[FR Doc. 02–16525 Filed 7–2–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard 

33 CFR Part 117 

[CGD01–02–020] 

RIN 2115–AE47 

Drawbridge Operation Regulations; 
Mystic River, MA

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to 
change the drawbridge operation 
regulations for the S99 Alford Street 
Bridge, mile 1.4, across the Mystic River 
at Boston, Massachusetts. This proposed 
rule would start the advance notice for 
openings period at 3 p.m instead of 11 
p.m., November through March, when 
there have been few requests to open the 
bridge. This action is expected to relieve 
the bridge owner from the burden of 
crewing the bridge during the winter 
months at night when there have been 
few requests to open the bridge.
DATES: Comments must reach the Coast 
Guard on or before September 3, 2002.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments to 
Commander (obr), First Coast Guard 

District, Bridge Branch, at 408 Atlantic 
Avenue, Boston, MA. 02110–3350, or 
deliver them to the same address 
between 6:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 
The telephone number is (617) 223–
8364. The First Coast Guard District, 
Bridge Branch, maintains the public 
docket for this rulemaking. Comments 
and material received from the public, 
as well as documents indicated in this 
preamble as being available in the 
docket, will become part of this docket 
and will be available for inspection or 
copying at the First Coast Guard 
District, Bridge Branch, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
John McDonald, Project Officer, First 
Coast Guard District, (617) 223–8364.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Request for Comments 
We encourage you to participate in 

this rulemaking by submitting 
comments or related material. If you do 
so, please include your name and 
address, identify the docket number for 
this rulemaking (CGD01–02–020), 
indicate the specific section of this 
document to which each comment 
applies, and give the reason for each 
comment. Please submit all comments 
and related material in an unbound 
format, no larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches, 
suitable for copying. If you would like 
to know if they reached us, please 
enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
postcard or envelope. We will consider 
all comments and material received 
during the comment period. We may 
change this proposed rule in view of 
them. 

Public Meeting 
We do not now plan to hold a public 

meeting. But you may submit a request 
for a meeting by writing to the First 
Coast Guard District, Bridge Branch, at 
the address under ADDRESSES explaining 
why one would be beneficial. If we 
determine that one would aid this 
rulemaking, we will hold one at a time 
and place announced by a later notice 
in the Federal Register. 

Background and Purpose 
The S99 Alford Street Bridge has a 

vertical clearance of 7 feet at mean high 
water and 16 feet at mean low water. 

The existing regulations for the bridge 
at 33 CFR 117.609, require the bridge to 
open on signal from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.; 
except that, Monday through Saturday, 
excluding holidays, the draw need not 
open for the passage of vessel traffic 
from 7:45 a.m. to 9 a.m., 9:10 a.m. to 10 
a.m., and 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. From 11 p.m. 

to 7 a.m., at least an eight-hour advance 
notice is required for bridge openings. 

The bridge owner, the City of Boston, 
asked the Coast Guard to change the 
drawbridge operation regulations to 
require the bridge to open on signal, 
from November 1 through March 31, 
only between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. All 
opening requests between 3 p.m. and 7 
a.m. would require an eight-hour 
advance notice. 

The number of bridge openings 
November through March, from 3 p.m. 
to 7 a.m., for the last two years were 11 
requests in 2000, and 5 requests in 2001. 

The Coast Guard believes it is 
reasonable to allow the bridge owner to 
not be required to crew this bridge 
during the 3 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift in the 
winter months as a result of the low 
number of requests to open the bridge 
during that time period. We also believe 
the eight-hour advance notice is 
appropriate and will meet the 
reasonable needs of navigation. It will 
allow any vessel the opportunity to 
transit the bridge provided they give the 
required advance notice. 

Discussion of Proposal 
This proposed rule would revise the 

drawbridge operation regulations for the 
S99 Alford Street Bridge, mile 1.4, 
across the Mystic River at Boston, 
Massachusetts. This proposed rule 
would allow the bridge owner to not be 
required to crew the bridge from 
November 1 through March 31, from 3 
p.m. to 7 a.m., daily. The eight-hour 
advance notice requirement from 3 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. should assist the bridge owner 
in cost savings while still meeting the 
reasonable needs of navigation. 

The Coast Guard believes this 
proposed rule is reasonable and will 
meet the present needs of navigation. 

Regulatory Evaluation
This proposed rule is not a 

‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866 
and does not require an assessment of 
potential costs and benefits under 
6(a)(3) of that Order. The Office of 
Management and Budget has not 
reviewed it under that Order. It is not 
significant under the regulatory policies 
and procedures of the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) (44 FR 11040, 
Feb. 26, 1979). 

We expect the economic impact of 
this proposed rule to be so minimal that 
a full Regulatory Evaluation, under 
paragraph 10e of the regulatory policies 
and procedures of DOT, is unnecessary. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that 
the bridge will open at all times for the 
passage of vessel traffic provided the 
eight-hour notice is given. 
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