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Federal commercial vessel permit for
stone crab has been issued must—

(1) Display the vessel’s official
number. (i) On the port and starboard
sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for
vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an
appropriate weather deck, so as to be
clearly visible from an enforcement
vessel or aircraft.

(ii) In block arabic numerals
permanently affixed to or painted on the
vessel in contrasting color to the
background.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in
height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in
height for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long;
and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in height
for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or less.

(2) Display the color code assigned by
the RA. (i) On the port and starboard
sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for
vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an
appropriate weather deck, so as to be
clearly visible from an enforcement
vessel or aircraft.

(ii) In the form of a circle permanently
affixed to or painted on the vessel.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in
diameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in
diameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m)
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in
diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long
or less.

(3) Keep the official number and the
color code clearly legible and in good
repair and ensure that no part of the
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear,
or any other material on board obstructs
the view of the official number or the
color code from an enforcement vessel
or aircraft.

(b) Gear identification. (1) Traps. A
stone crab trap used by or possessed on
board a vessel with a Federal
commercial vessel permit for stone crab
must have a valid annual trap tag issued
by the RA attached.

(2) Trap buoys. A buoy must be
attached to each stone crab trap or at
each end of a string of traps. Each buoy
must display the official number and
the color code assigned by the RA so as
to be easily distinguished, located, and
identified.

(3) Presumption of trap ownership. A
stone crab trap will be presumed to be
the property of the most recently
documented owner. This presumption
will not apply to traps that are lost if the
owner reports the loss within 15 days to
the RA.

(4) Unmarked traps or buoys. An
unmarked stone crab trap or a buoy
deployed in the EEZ where such trap or
buoy is required to be marked is illegal
and may be disposed of in any

appropriate manner by the Assistant
Administrator or an authorized officer.

6. In § 654.7, paragraphs (a) and (g)
are revised and paragraphs (o) and (p)
are added to read as follows:

8654.7 Prohibitions.

* * * * *

(a) Falsity or fail to display and
maintain vessel and gear identification,
as required by § 654.6.

* * * * *

(g) Use or possess in the management
area a stone crab trap that does not
comply with the trap construction

requirements as specified in § 654.22(a).
* * * * *

(o) Except for a person who is in
compliance with the FFWCC stone crab
trap limitation program, possess or use
a stone crab trap, possess more than 1
gallon (4.5 L) of stone crab claws, or sell
stone crab claws in or from the
management area without a commercial
vessel permit as specified in § 654.4(a).

(p) Falsify information on an
application for a commercial vessel
permit or submitted in support of such
application as specified in § 654.4(a)(1)
or (2).

7. Section 654.8 is revised to read as
follows:

8§654.8 Facilitation of enforcement.
See § 600.730 of this chapter.

8. Section 654.9 is revised to read as
follows:

§654.9 Penalties.
See §600.735 of this chapter.

§§ 654.20, 654.25, 654.26, 654.27
[Amended]

9. In 50 CFR part 654 remove the
words “Regional Director” and add in
their place, the words, “Regional
Administrator” in the following places:

(a) Section 654.20(b)(2)(@{);

(b) Section 654.25(b);

(c) Section 654.26; and

(d) Section 654.27.

§§654.1, 654.2, 654.7 [Amended]

10. In 50 CFR part 654 remove the
words ‘“Magnuson Act” and add in their
place, the words, “Magnuson-Stevens
Act” in the following places:

(a) Section 654.1(a);

(b) Section 654.2 introductory text;
and

(c) Section 654.7(n).

[FR Doc. 02-15995 Filed 6—24-02; 8:45 am]|
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Fisheries off the West Coast and in the
Western Pacific; Prohibition on the
Use of Set Net Fishing Gear;
Withdrawal of Proposed Rule

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; withdrawal.

SUMMARY: NMFS withdraws the May 19,
2000, proposed rule to prohibit the use
of set net (gillnet and trammel nets)
fishing gear to take groundfish species
in portions of the U.S. exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) (also known as the
fishery management area) adjacent to
State waters at four areas off California.
Groundfish fisheries in the fishery
management area are managed under
the Fishery Management Plan for
Groundfish Fisheries off the West Coast
(Groundfish FMP). The proposed rule is
being withdrawn because it is not
necessary and appropriate for the
conservation and management of
groundfish fisheries under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) and the
Groundfish FMP.

DATES: This proposed rule is withdrawn
June 25, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Svein Fougner, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Southwest Region, NMFS,
562—-980—-4040.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposed rule was published on May
19, 2000 (65 FR 31871), that would have
prohibited the use of set net (gillnet and
trammel nets) fishing gear to take
groundfish species in portions of the
EEZ (also known as the fishery
management area) adjacent to state
waters at 4 locations off California. The
history of the action and the rationale
for the proposed rule were provided in
the preamble to the proposed rule and
will not be repeated here.

Upon reviewing the history of this
action, the comments received on the
proposed rule, and the legal and
management issues involved, NMFS has
concluded that the proposed rule
should be withdrawn. Only one of the
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4 EEZ areas that would have been
closed to set net use is currently used
by set net fishers. The vessels that use
set net gear at this area (Huntington
Flats) do not target groundfish, and their
catches of groundfish are so small as to
have minimal effect on the stocks.
Fishing by these vessels thus does not
adversely affect the administration and
implementation of the Groundfish FMP.

Accordingly, it is not necessary to
control their fishing activities under the
regulations implementing the
Groundfish FMP in order to further the
objectives of the Groundfish FMP or to
achieve optimum yield and prevent
overfishing. Therefore, NMFS is hereby
withdrawing the proposed rule because
it is not necessary and appropriate

under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and
other applicable law.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: June 18, 2002.
Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02—15989 Filed 6—24-02; 8:45 am)]
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