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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cherina Hunter, (202) 205—-7344 or Mina
Bookhard (202) 205-7080.

Maurice Swinton,

Assistant Administrator, SBA Office of
Technology.

[FR Doc. 02-14895 Filed 6—12—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 0025-01-M

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Announcement of the Extension of the
SBAExpress Pilot Loan Program

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Notice of pilot extension.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) announces
extension of the SBAExpress Loan
program as a pilot until September 30,
2002. This extension will allow time for
the Agency to develop, implement and
test significant changes to the program.
These changes are the product of
discussions with SBA field offices, SBA
lenders, and the small business
community.

The SBAExpress Pilot Loan program
was established in 1995 to streamline
and expedite the SBA’s loan
application, processing and approval
procedures for smaller loans and to
substantially increase the number of
those loans approved by the Agency.
While the program has grown to
represent 29 percent of the SBA’s
current loan volume, the Agency has
identified a number of changes and
enhancements that would make the
program more attractive to its lending
partners and better meet the needs of
small businesses. The extension of
SBAExpress as a pilot until September
30, 2005, will allow the Agency to
implement those changes and test their
implications for the Agency’s portfolio.
It will also allow SBA to further consult
with regulatory and lending institutions,
lenders and the small business
community about the program.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Charles Thomas, Office of Financial
Assistance, U.S. Small Business
Administration, 409 Third Street, SW,
Suite 8300, Washington, DC 20416;
telephone (202) 205-6490.

Dated: June 7, 2002.
Jane Palsgrove Butler,

Associate Administrator for Financial
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 02—14894 Filed 6—-12—02; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 4050]

Request for Proposals

The Office of Crime Programs, Bureau
for International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs (INL/C) is seeking
proposals from qualified U.S.
Organizations and Institutions with the
requisite capability and experience to
develop a methodology for assessing the
effectiveness of anticorruption policies
and actions being taken by national
governments. The methodology should
include a process to identify
deficiencies in such policies and actions
for the purpose of providing
constructive input and targeting
technical assistance to address
deficiencies. Organizations will also be
asked to test this methodology on four
sample countries. Current plans are to
award up to a total of $200,000 to be
available to develop this International
Anticorruption Assessment Process
(IAAP). Applications are due 7/12/02 at
4 p.m. EST. Interested applicants may
obtain detailed application instructions
from the following website:
www.statebuy.gov; click on grant
opportunities.

For questions, please contact Linda
Gower, Grants Officer, at (202) 776—
8774 or gowerlg@state.gov.

Dated: June 6, 2002.
Steve Peterson,

Director, Office of Crime Programs, Bureau
for International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 02—14990 Filed 6—-12—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-17-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 3988]

Notice of Meeting; United States
International Telecommunication
Advisory Committee
Telecommunication Development
Sector

The Department of State announces a
meeting of the U.S. International
Telecommunication Advisory
Committee (ITAC-D). The purpose of
the Committee is to advise the
Department on policy, technical and
operational issues with respect to the
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU). This meeting will address
preparations for the ITU-D Study Group
and Telecommunication Development
Advisory Group meetings.

The ITAC-D will meet from 2:30 to
4:30 on June 18, 2002 at the Department
of State Room 1406. Admittance of

public members will be limited to the
seating available. In this regard,
entrance to the Department of State is
controlled. People intending to attend
the meeting should send a fax to (202)
647-7407 not later than 24 hours before
the meeting. On this fax, please include
the name of the meeting, your name,
social security number, date of birth and
organization. One of the following valid
photo identifications will be required
for admittance: U.S. driver’s license
with your picture on it, U.S. passport,
or U.S. Government identification.
Directions to the meeting location and
on which entrance to use may be
determined by calling the ITAC
Secretariat at 202 647—2592 or e-mail to
worsleydm@state.gov. Attendees may
join in the discussions, subject to the
instructions of the Chair. Admission of
participants will be limited to seating
available.

Dated: May 30, 2002.
Doreen McGirr,
Director, ITU-D Affairs, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 02-14991 Filed 6—12-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-45-P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

[Docket No. WTO/DS-260]

WTO Consultations Regarding EC
Provisional Safeguard Measures
Against Imports of Certain Steel
Products

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Office of the United
States Trade Representative (USTR) is
providing notice that on May 30, 2002,
the United States requested
consultations with the European
Communities (EC) under the Marrakesh
Agreement Establishing the World
Trade Organization (WTQO), regarding
the imposition of provisional safeguard
measures against imports of certain steel
products. These measures appear to be
inconsistent with the EC’s obligations
under the provisions of the GATT 1994
and of the WTO Agreement on
Safeguards, and, in particular, Article
XIX of the GATT 1994 and Articles 2,
3,4, 6, and 12 of the Agreement on
Safeguards. Pursuant to Article 4.3 of
the WTO Dispute Settlement
Understanding (DSU), such
consultations are to take place within a
period of 30 days from the date of the
request, or within a period otherwise
mutually agreed between the United
States and the EC. USTR invites written
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comments from the public concerning
the issues raised in this dispute.

DATES: Although the USTR will accept
any comments received during the
course of the dispute settlement
proceedings, comments should be
submitted on or before June 21, 2002, to
be assured of timely consideration by
USTR.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments to Sandy
McKinzy, Monitoring and Enforcement
Unit, Office of the General Counsel,
Room 122, Office of the United States
Trade Representative, 600 17th Street,
NW., Washington, DC, 20508, Attn:
Dispute on EC Safeguard Measures on
Steel, Telephone: (202) 395-3581.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: L.
Daniel Mullaney, Associate General
Counsel, Office of the United States
Trade Representative, 600 17th Street,
NW., Washington, DC, (202) 395-3581.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
127(b) of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C.
3537(b)(1)) requires that notice and
opportunity for comment be provided
after the United States submits or
receives a request for the establishment
of a WTO dispute settlement panel.
Consistent with this obligation, but in
an effort to provide additional
opportunity for comment, USTR is
providing notice that consultations have
been requested pursuant to the WTO
Dispute Settlement Understanding. If
such consultations should fail to resolve
the matter and a dispute settlement
panel is established pursuant to the
DSU, such panel, which would hold its
meetings in Geneva, Switzerland, would
be expected to issue a report on its
findings and recommendations within
six to nine months after it is established.

Major Issues Raised by the United
States

On March 28, 2002, the EC published
Commission Regulation No. 560/2002 of
27 March 2002, imposing provisional
safeguard measures on certain steel
products, effective March 29, 2002.
These products are non alloy hot rolled
coils, non alloy hot rolled sheets and
plates, non alloy hot rolled narrow strip,
alloy hot rolled flat products, cold
rolled sheets, electrical sheets (other
than GOES), tin mill products, quarto
plates, wide flats, non alloy merchant
bars and light sections, alloy merchant
bars and light sections, rebars, stainless
steel wire, fittings (<609,6mm) and
flanges (other than of stainless steel).
These measures appear to be
inconsistent with at least the following
provisions of the GATT 1994 and the
WTO #Agreement on Safeguards:

« Article 6 of the Agreement on
Safeguards, in conjunction with Articles
2.1, 4.1 and 4.2 of the Agreement on
Safeguards and Article XIX of the GATT
1994, which permits the taking of a
provisional safeguard measure only
pursuant to a preliminary determination
that there is clear evidence that
increased imports have caused or are
threatening to cause serious injury to
the domestic industry that produces like
or directly competitive products.

 Article 6 of the Agreement on
Safeguards and Article XIX of the GATT
1994, which provide that Members may
take provisional safeguard measures
only in critical circumstances, where
delay would cause damage which it
would be difficult to repair.

 Articles 3 and 6 of the Agreement
on Safeguards, which, inter alia, (1)
require that any provisional safeguard
measure be taken only pursuant to a
preliminary determination based on
clear evidence; (2) require that any
safeguard measure be taken only
following an investigation by the
competent authorities of the Member
pursuant to procedures previously
established and made public in
consonance with Article X of the GATT
1994; (3) require notice and opportunity
for all interested parties to be heard; and
(4) require the publication of a report
setting forth findings and reasoned
conclusions reached on all pertinent
issues of fact and law.

 Article 12.1 of the Agreement on
Safeguards, which requires Members
immediately to notify the Committee on
Safeguards upon (a) initiating an
investigation relating to serious injury
or threat thereof and the reasons for it,
(b) upon making a finding of serious
injury or threat thereof caused by
increased imports, and (c) taking a
decision to apply or extend a safeguard
measure.

 Article 2.2 of the Agreement on
Safeguards, and Article I of the GATT
1994, by applying its safeguard
measures to the goods of some WTO
Members, while excluding the goods of
other countries whose territories are not
part of a free trade area or a customs
union and who are not developing
country WTO Members.

e Article XIX:1(a) of the GATT 1994,
which allows a WTO Member to impose
a safeguard measure only if, as a result
of unforeseen developments, a product
is being imported in such increased
quantities and under such conditions as
to cause or threaten serious injury to
domestic producers of the like or
directly competitive products.

Public Comment: Requirements for
Submissions

Interested persons are invited to
submit written comments concerning
the issues raised in the dispute.
Comments must be in English and
provided in fifteen copies. A person
requesting that information contained in
a comment submitted by that person be
treated as confidential business
information must certify that such
information is business confidential and
would not customarily be released to
the public by the commenter.
Confidential business information must
be clearly marked “BUSINESS
CONFIDENTIAL” in a contrasting color
ink at the top of each page of each copy.

Information or advice contained in a
comment submitted, other than business
confidential information, may be
determined by USTR to be confidential
in accordance with section 135(g)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2155(g)(2)). If the submitter believes that
information or advice may qualify as
such, the submitter—

(1) Must so designate the information
or advice;

(2) Must clearly mark the material as
“SUBMITTED IN CONFIDENCE” in a
contrasting color ink at the top of each
page of each copy; and

(3) Is encouraged to provide a non-
confidential summary of the
information or advice.

Pursuant to section 127(e) of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3537(e)), USTR will
maintain a file on this dispute
settlement proceeding, accessible to the
public, in the USTR Reading Room,
which is located at 1724 F Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20508. The public file
will include non-confidential comments
received by USTR from the public with
respect to the dispute; if a dispute
settlement panel is convened, the U.S.
submissions to that panel, the
submissions, or non-confidential
summaries of submissions, to the panel
received from other participants in the
dispute, as well as the report of the
panel; and, if applicable, the report of
the Appellate Body. An appointment to
review the public file (Docket WTO/DS—
260, Dispute on EC Safeguard Measures
on Steel) may be made by calling
Brenda Webb, (202) 395-6186. The
USTR Reading Room is open to the
public from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon and 1
p.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Bruce R. Hirsh,

Acting Assistant United States Trade
Representative for Monitoring and
Enforcement.

[FR Doc. 02—14896 Filed 6-12—02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-01-P
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