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Indicator 3

Early childhood educators will
demonstrate increased knowledge and
understanding of effective strategies to
support school readiness based on
scientific research on cognitive and
social development in early childhood
and effective pedagogy for young
children.

Indicator 4

Early childhood educators will more
frequently apply research-based
approaches in early childhood pedagogy
and child development and learning
domains, including using a content-rich
curriculum and activities that promote
language and cognitive development.

Indicator 5

Children will demonstrate improved
readiness for school, especially in the
areas of appropriate social and
emotional behavior and early language
and literacy competencies.

Priorities
Absolute Priority

Under 35 CFR 75.105(c)(3), the
Secretary gives an absolute preference to
any eligible applicant that proposes a
project to provide professional
development services that will improve
the knowledge and skills of early
childhood educators who are working in
early childhood programs that (1) are
located in high-need communities; and
(2) serve concentrations of children
from low-income families.

The statute requires every applicant to
describe in its application the high-need
community to be served by the project.
Applicants should include relevant
demographic and socio-economic
information to support this description.
To meet this priority, all early
childhood programs served by the early
childhood educators receiving services
under this grant must be located in a
“high-need community.” For the
purpose of this priority, the Secretary
considers an early childhood program to
serve a ‘‘concentration” of children from
low-income families if the number of
children in the program from low-
income families is over 50 percent of the
number of children served by the total
program.

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(3), the
Secretary will fund under this
competition only applicants that meet
this absolute priority.

Note: The following terms used in this
absolute priority have statutory definitions
that are included in the application package:
“early childhood educator,” “high-need
community,” “low-income family,” and
“professional development.”

Competitive Preference

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(2), the
Secretary establishes one competitive
preference as follows:

The Secretary gives a competitive
preference to any applicant that
proposes to provide research-based
professional development to early
childhood educators to improve their
knowledge and skills in working
effectively with preschool-age children
who have been identified as having a
learning disability or whose pre-literacy
skills put them at high risk of later being
identified as having a learning
disability.

An application that meets this
competitive preference would receive
10 points in the competition. These
points are in addition to any points the
applicant earns under the selection
criteria.

Note: The following terms used in this
competitive preference have statutory
definitions that are included in the
application package: “‘early childhood
educator,” and ““professional development.”

Selection Criteria

The Secretary will use selection
criteria from EDGAR in 34 CFR 75.210
to evaluate applications under this
competition. Those selection criteria are
identified in the application package.

For Applications Contact

Education Publications Center (ED
Pubs), P.O. Box 1398, Jessup, MD
20794-1398. Telephone (toll free): 1—
877-433-7827 FAX: (301) 470-1244. If
you use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD), you may call (toll
free): 1-877-576—7734.

You may also contact ED Pubs at its
Web site: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/
edpubs.htm.

Or you may contact ED Pubs at its e-
mail address: edpubs@inet.ed.gov.

If you request an application from ED
Pubs, be sure to identify this
competition as follows: CFDA number
84.349A.

The public also may obtain a copy of
the application package on the
Department’s Web site at the following
address: www.ed.gov/GrantApps/
#84.349A.

For Further Information Contact:
Virginia Berg, U.S. Department of
Education, Compensatory Education
Programs, Office of Elementary and
Secondary Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20202—
6132. Telephone: (202) 260-0926, or via
Internet: Virginia.Berg@ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800—877—-8339.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain a copy of the application package
in an alternative format by contacting
that person. However, the Department is
not able to reproduce in an alternative
format the standard forms included in
the application package.

Electronic Access to This Document

You may view this document, as well
as all other Department of Education
documents published in the Federal
Register, in text or Adobe Portable
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet
at the following site: www.ed.gov/
legislation/fedregister.

To use PDF, you must have Adobe
Acrobat Reader, which is available free
at that site. If you have questions about
using PDF, call the U.S. Government
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1—
888-293-6498; or in the Washington,
DC area at (202) 512—1530.

Note: The official version of this document
is the document published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6651(e).

Dated: May 22, 2002.
Susan B. Neuman,

Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education.

[FR Doc. 02—13403 Filed 5—-28-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Career Resource Network State Grants

AGENCY: Office of Vocational and Adult
Education, Department of Education.

ACTION: Notice of proposed extension of
project period and waiver, and
reopening of competition for American
Samoa.

SUMMARY: We propose to waive the
requirement in 34 CFR 75.261(c)(2) as it
applies to projects funded under the
Career Resource Network State
GrantsProgram (CRN) in fiscal year (FY)
2000. We propose this waiver in order
to be able to extend the project periods
for 58 current grants awarded under the
FY 2000 CRN competition.

We also are proposing to reopen the
FY 2000 competition for the limited
purpose of allowing American Samoa to
submit an application for funding under
the CRN.

We are requesting public comments
on the proposed extension, waiver, and
the limited reopening of the FY 2000
competition.
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DATES: We must receive your comments
on or before June 28, 2002.

ADDRESSES: Address all comments about
this proposed extension and waiver to
Sharon A. Jones, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
room 4515, Mary E. Switzer Building,
Washington, DC 20202-7242. If you
prefer to send your comments through
the Internet, use the following address:
sharon.jones@ed.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sharon A. Jones. Telephone (202) 205—
9870.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800—877—8339.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain this proposed extension and
waiver in an alternative format (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, or
computer diskette) on request to the
contact person listed under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Invitation To Comment

We invite you to submit comments
regarding this proposed extension and
waiver. We are particularly interested in
receiving comments on the potential
impact the extension and waiver may
have on the CRN.

Additionally, we invite you to assist
us in complying with the specific
requirements of Executive Order 12866
and its overall requirement of reducing
regulatory burden that might result from
this proposed extension and waiver.
Please let us know of any further
opportunities we should take to reduce
potential costs or increase potential
benefits while preserving the effective
and efficient administration of the CRN.

During and after the comment period,
you may inspect all public comments
about this proposed extension and
waiver in room 4515, Mary E. Switzer
Building, 330 C Street SW., Washington,
DC, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4
p.m., Eastern time, Monday through
Friday of each week except Federal
holidays.

Assistance to Individuals With
Disabilities in Reviewing the
Rulemaking Record

On request, we will supply an
appropriate aid, such as a reader or
print magnifier, to an individual with a
disability who needs assistance to
review the comments or other
documents in the public rulemaking
record for this proposed extension and
waiver. If you want to schedule an
appointment for this type of aid, please
contact the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

Background

On May 12, 2000 (65 FR 30798), we
issued a notice inviting applications for
new awards under the CRN for FY 2000.
Among other things, the notice (a)
explained that CRN grants are intended
to provide support for the
implementation of Statewide, systemic
strategies for providing young people
and adults with the critical career
information resources and the skills
they need to make effective educational
and career decisions throughout their
lives, (b) created a two-year project
period, (c) established the deadline for
the receipt of applications, and (d)
clearly identified the eligible applicants,
which include any of the 50 States, the
Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia,
Guam, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianna Islands, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.

In the May 12th notice we indicated
that the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau
are not eligible for funding under the
CRN after FY 2001 and, therefore,
would not be eligible to receive funding
under the CRN beyond FY 2001.
However, following publication of the
notice, Congress enacted H.R. 2436, the
Guam Omnibus Opportunities Act, in
which it extended the eligibility of these
three entities beyond 2001, and until
such time as they have fully completed
the negotiations of their compacts of
free association. Accordingly, since
these three entities have not yet
completed the negotiations process,
they would continue to be eligible for
funding under the CRN program in FY
2002, and perhaps beyond.

As indicated in the May 12th notice,
we expected to receive applications
from each of the 59 eligible applicants.
With the exception of American Samoa,
every eligible State and outlying area
applied for and received funding under
the FY 2000 competition. American
Samoa missed the deadline, but has
indicated that it is interested in
submitting an application and receiving
funding in FY 2002. Based on the
statute as written and the important
services to be provided under the
authority of section 118 of the Perkins
Act, we believe that Congress intended
for us to provide assistance under the
CRN program to all eligible entities. We
are, therefore, reopening the FY 2000
competition in order that American
Samoa may apply for funding under the
CRN.

If we held a new competition for FY
2002 and every current grantee, as well
as American Samoa, applied for and
received funding, all eligible applicants
would be receiving support under the
CRN in FY 2002. We believe, therefore,
that in FY 2002 it is now preferable and
in the best interest of the CRN for us to
extend currently funded projects, allow
American Samoa to apply for a grant,
and review requests for continuation
awards from the 58 current FY 2000
grantees, rather than hold a new
competition in FY 2002. We believe that
holding a new competition would create
an unnecessary burden for current
grantees since the 58 current grantees
would have to undertake the effort and
cost of submitting new applications for
funding in FY 2002. A new competition
is likely merely to cause existing
grantees to expend valuable time and
resources applying for program funding
under the existing authority, while
requesting continuation awards would
be a more appropriate and effective
means for current CRNs already under
way to continue their projects under
this program. In addition, pursuing a
continuation grant process would also
result in a more efficient use of Federal
funds.

Moreover, the Perkins Act, which
includes authorization for the CRN,
expires at the end of FY 2003. With the
uncertainties presented by the absence
of authorizing legislation for the CRN
beyond 2003, it does not appear to be
advisable to hold a competition in FY
2003 for projects that would operate in
FY 2004. We are generally reluctant to
announce a competition whereby
eligible entities would be expected to
proceed through the application
preparation and submission process
while lacking critical information about
the future of the program, and do not
think that it would be in the public
interest to do so in this case.

Since we propose a limited purpose
reopening of the FY 2000 competition
so as to allow American Samoa to apply
for CRN funding, the proposal of
continuation grants in lieu of a FY 2002
competition will not prevent the
support of this last, and as yet
unfunded, eligible entity under the
CRN.

EDGAR Requirement

In order to provide for continuation
awards, we must waive the requirement
in 34 CFR 75.261(c)(2), which
establishes the conditions for extending
a project period, including prohibiting
the extension of a program’s project
period if it involves the obligation of
additional Federal funds.
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This proposed extension and waiver
would allow us to make continuation
grants at least in FY 2002 and FY 2003
and perhaps beyond FY 2003 if
Congress continues to appropriate funds
for the CRN program under the current
statutory authority. However, in
accordance with 34 CFR 75.250, we do
not hereby propose to make
continuation grants beyond FY 2005.

A waiver as proposed would mean
that: (1) Current CRN grants may be
continued at least through FY 2004
(depending on the availability of
appropriations for CRN in subsequent
years under the current statutory
authority), instead of ending in FY 2002,
and (2) we would not announce a new
competition or make new awards in FY
2002, as previously planned.

Continuation of the Current Grantees

With this proposed extension and
waiver of § 75.261(c)(2) of EDGAR, we
propose to extend the project periods of
the 58 States and outlying areas that
received grants under the FY 2000
competition for two years and for
additional years for which Congress
appropriates funds under the current
statutory authority.

Decisions regarding annual
continuation awards will be based on
the program narratives, budgets and
budget narratives, and Grant
Performance Reports submitted by
grantees, and on the regulations at 34
CFR 75.253. Consistent with 34 CFR
75.253, we would award continuation
grants if we determined, among other
things, and based on information
provided by each grantee, that each
grantee was making substantial progress
performing grant activities. Under this
proposed extension and waiver, (1) the
project period for grantees could be
extended to July 19, 2004, and (2)
additional continuation awards could be
made for additional year or years for
which Congress appropriates funds
under existing statutory authority.

We do not interpret the waiver as
exempting current grantees from the
account closing provisions of Pub. L.
101-510, or as extending the availability
of FY 2001 funds awarded to the
grantees. As a result of Pub. L. 101-510,
appropriations available for a limited
period may be used for payments of
valid obligations for only five years after
the expiration of their period of
availability for Federal obligation. After
that time, the unexpended balance of
those funds is canceled and returned to
the Treasury Department and is
unavailable for restoration for any
purpose.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

The Secretary certifies that the
proposed extension and waiver and the
activities required to support additional
years of funding would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

Because this proposed extension and
waiver would affect only States and
State agencies, the notice would not
have an impact on small entities. States
and State agencies are not defined as
“small entities” in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Instructions for Requesting a
Continuation Award

Each grantee wishing to receive an
annual continuation grant shall submit
a program narrative that describes the
activities it intends to carry out during
each of the two years (FYs 2002 and
2003), and during any additional years
for which Congress appropriates funds
under the current statutory authority, of
a continuation award. The activities
must be consistent with, or be a logical
extension of, the scope, goals, and
objectives of the grantee’s approved
application. A grantee shall also submit
a budget and budget narrative for each
year it requests a continuation award.
(34 CFR 75.253(c)(2)). States and
outlying areas should request
continuation awards at least three weeks
before their current grants expire.

Amount of New Awards Under
Continuation Grant

The actual amount of each
continuation award depends on factors
such as (1) the grantee’s written
statement describing how the funds
made available under the continuation
award will be used, (2) a cost analysis
of the grantee’s budget by the
Department, and (3) whether any
unobligated funds remaining from
previous grant awards are needed to
complete activities that are planned for
completion in the prior budget period.
(34 CFR 75.232 and 75.253(c)(2)(ii) and
(3)).

The CRN has received an increase in
its appropriation from FY 2001, which
could result in States and outlying areas
receiving a percentage increase in their
awards. As a result of the increase in the
appropriation, it is expected that States
and outlying areas will receive a 4.39
percent increase in the amount of their
current grants.

Although grantees must submit
program narratives and budgets
describing the activities they plan to
carry out during each period of
continuation, which could include some
increase in funding, we strongly

encourage all grantees to consider the
4.39 percent increase when deciding the
amount of funds to request to support
their continuation of projects.

American Samoa

American Samoa missed the deadline
for the FY 2000 competition, but is
interested in receiving funding in FY
2002. In order to provide an opportunity
for American Samoa to submit an
application under the CRN, we propose
to (1) reopen the competition and
application notice published on May 12,
2000 (65 FR 30798) for this limited
purpose, and (2) establish a new
deadline date by which American
Samoa would be required to submit its
application. To be considered for
funding, American Samoa must submit
an application that meets the
requirements established by the statute
and the May 12, 2000 notice and is
determined by the Department to have
merit based on the criteria described in
the May 12th notice. However,
American Samoa is not required to
follow the May 12th notice with regard
to the DEADLINE FOR TRANSMITTAL
OF APPLICATIONS, DEADLINE FOR
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW,
ESTIMATED AVERAGE SIZE OF
AWARDS, and PROJECT PERIOD.
Instead, American Samoa should note
the following:

Deadline for Transmittal of
Application: July 31, 2002.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: September 30, 2002.

Estimated Range of Award: As with
other awards under the FY 2000
competition, the size of American
Samoa’s award will depend on factors
such as the scope and quality of the
application and will be determined
during pre-award clarification
discussions with us. However, we
strongly encourage American Samoa to
consider the $85,732 estimated grant
amount determined for American
Samoa and published in the May 12th
notice and the 4.39 percent increase in
this notice, in determining the amount
it requests for FY 2002.

Project Period: American Samoa’s
project period would be for FYs 2003
and 2004, and possibly for additional
years for which Congress appropriates
funds under the current statutory
authority. Decisions regarding any
continuation awards for American
Samoa would be made in the same
manner as decisions would be made for
other CRN grantees under this notice.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice.

If You Have Questions About The
Percentage Increase Your State Or
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Outlying Area May Receive Or About
The Information You Must Submit In
Order To Request A Continuation
Award, Or New Award In The Case Of
American Samoa, Contact: Burt Carlson,
U.S. Department of Education, 400
Maryland Avenue, SW., room 4331,
Mary E. Switzer Building, Washington,
DC 20202-7241. Telephone (202) 401-
6225.

Electronic Access to This Document

You may view this document, as well
as all other Department of Education
documents published in the Federal
Register, in text or Adobe Portable
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet
at the following site: www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister.

To use PDF you must have Adobe
Acrobat Reader, which is available free
at this site. If you have questions about
using PDF, call the U.S. Government
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1—
888—293-6498; or in the Washington,
DC, area at (202) 512—1530.

Note: The official version of this document
is the document published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 84.346 Career Resource Network
State Grants)

Dated: May 22, 2002.
Carol D’Amico,

Assistant Secretary, Office of Vocational and
Adult Education.

[FR Doc. 02-13311 Filed 5-28-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-U

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Educational Research Policy
and Priorities Board; Quarterly Meeting

AGENCY: National Educational Research
Policy and Priorities Board; Education.
ACTION: Notice of quarterly meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda of a
forthcoming quarterly meeting of the
National Educational Research Policy
and Priorities Board. Notice of this
meeting is required under section
10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act. This document is
intended to notify the general public of
their opportunity to attend the meeting.
Individuals who will need
accommodations for a disability in order
to attend the meeting (i.e., interpreting
services, assistive listening devices,
materials in alternative format) should
notify Mary Grace Lucier at (202) 219—

2253 by June 14. We will attempt to
meet requests after this date, but cannot
guarantee availability of the requested
accommodation. The meeting site is
accessible to individuals with
disabilities.

DATES: June 28, 2002.

Time: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Location: Room 200, Graduate School
of Education, the University of
Pennsylvania, 3700 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia, PA, 19104-6216.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Grace Lucier, (Acting) Designated
Federal Official, National Educational
Research Policy and Priorities Board,
Washington, DC 20208-7564. Tel.: (202)
219-2353; fax; (202) 219-1528; e-mail:
Mary.Grace.Lucier@ed.gov, or
nerppb@ed.gov The main telephone
number for the Board is (202) 208—-0692.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Educational Research Policy
and Priorities Board is authorized by
Section 921 of the Educational
Research, Development, Dissemination,
and Improvement Act of 1994. The
Board works collaboratively with the
Assistant Secretary for the Office of
Educational Research and Improvement
(OERI) to forge a national consensus
with respect to a long-term agenda for
educational research, development, and
dissemination, and to provide advice
and assistance to the Assistant Secretary
in administering the duties of the Office.
The Board will conduct outstanding
business in and hear reports from the
Assistant Secretary for OERI. It will
receive a briefing on the work of the
Consortium for Policy Research in
Education (CPRE) and on state and local
initiatives in education reform. A final
agenda will be available from the Board
office on June 14, and will be posted on
the Board’s Web site, http:-www.ed.gov/
offices/OERI/NERPPB/. Records are kept
of all Board proceedings and are
available for public inspection at the
office of the National Educational
Research Policy and Priorities Board,
Suite 100, 80 F St., NW, Washington,
DC 20208-7564.

Dated: May 22, 2002.
Rafael Valdivieso,
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 02-13377 Filed 5—-28-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Office of Management,
Department of Education.

ACTION: Notice of a new system of
records.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974 (Privacy Act), 5
United States Code (U.S.C.) 552a, the
Department of Education (Department)
publishes this notice of a new system of
records entitled “Student Loan
Repayment Benefits Case Files.” The
Department is implementing the Federal
Government authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 5379 to establish a program
providing for repayment of federally
made or insured student loans when
necessary to attract or retain highly
qualified individuals for employment.
Subject to the requirements of law and
regulation, the Department can make
payments to Federal student loan
holders (lenders) on behalf of an
employee, thus reducing an employee’s
Federal student loan debt.

DATES: The Department seeks comments
on this new system of records described
in this notice, in accordance with the
requirements of the Privacy Act. We
must receive your comments on the
proposed routine uses for this system of
records included in this notice on or
before June 28, 2002.

The Department filed a report
describing the new system of records
covered by this notice with the Chair of
the Senate Committee on Governmental
Affairs, the Chair of the House
Committee on Government Reform, and
the Administrator of the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) on May 23, 2002. This new
system of records will become effective
at the later date of: (1) The expiration of
the 40-day period for OMB review on
July 2, 2002 or (2) June 28, 2002, unless
the system of records needs to be
changed as a result of public comment
or OMB review.

ADDRESSES: Address all comments on
the proposed routine uses of this
system, and requests for information
about this system, to Jeffrey Frank,
Human Resources Group, Office of
Management, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
Federal Office Building 6, room 2E338,
Washington, DC 20202—-4573. If you
prefer to send your comments through
the Internet, use the following address:
Comments@ed.gov.

You must include the term “Student
Loan Repayment” in the subject line of
the electronic message.

During and after the comment period,
you may inspect all comments about
this notice in room 2E300, Federal
Office Building 6, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC, between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
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