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cooperative agreements will be
reviewed and awarded by the NOS
International Program Office under title,
Habitat Conservation, CFDA: 11.463.

X. General Information for All
Programs

The budget may include an amount
for indirect costs if the applicant has an
established indirect cost rate with the
Federal government. Indirect costs are
essentially overhead costs for basic
operational functions (e.g., lights, rent,
water, insurance) that are incurred for
common or joint objectives and,
therefore, cannot be identified
specifically within a particular project.
For this solicitation, the Federal share of
the indirect costs must not exceed the
lesser of either the indirect costs the
applicant would be entitled to if the
negotiated Federal indirect cost rate
were used or 25 percent of the Federal
direct costs proposed. For those
situations in which the use of the
applicant’s indirect cost rate would
result in indirect costs greater than 25
percent of the Federal direct costs
proposed, the difference may be
counted as part of the non-Federal
share. A copy of the current, approved
negotiated indirect cost agreement with
the Federal Government should be
included with the application. If the
applicant does not have a current
negotiated rate and plans to seek
reimbursement for indirect costs,
documentation necessary to establish a
rate must be submitted within 90 days
of receiving an award.

Applicants receiving funding will be
required to submit semiannual
performance reports and copies of all
products that are developed under the
award. The specific information,
products, or data to be submitted to
NOAA will be determined by the
program office and applicant in pre-
award negotiations.

If an application is selected for
funding, NOAA has no obligation to
provide any additional prospective
funding in connection with that award
in subsequent years. Any subsequent
proposal to continue work on an
existing project must be submitted to
the competitive process for
consideration and will not receive
preferential treatment. Renewal of an
award to increase funding or to extend
the period of performance is at the total
discretion of NOAA.

The recipients must comply with
Executive Order 12906 regarding any
and all geospatial data collected or
produced under grants or cooperative
agreements. This includes documenting
all geospatial data in accordance with
the Federal Geographic Data Committee

Content Standard for digital geospatial
data.

Classification

This is a new Program and will be
added to the Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance under the Coastal
Zone Management Act (11.419),
Financial Assistance for National
Centers for Coastal Ocean Science
(11.426), and Habitat Conservation
(11.463). The Program uses only the
existing NOAA Federal financial
assistance awards package requirements
per 15 CFR parts 14 and 24.

The Department of Commerce Pre-
Award Notification Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements
contained in the Federal Register Notice
of October 1, 2001, will be applicable to
solicitations under this Program.
However, please note that the
Department of Commerce will not
implement the requirements of
Executive Order 13202, pursuant to
guidance issued by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) in light
of a court opinion which found that the
Executive Order was not legally
authorized. See Building and
Construction Trades Department v.
Allbaugh, 172 F. Supp. 2d 138 (D.D.C.
2001). This decision is currently on
appeal. When the case is finally
resolved, the Department will provide
further information on implementation
of Executive Order 13202.

The program will determine National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance on a project by project basis.

This action has been determined to be
not significant for purposes of Executive
Order 12866.

The use of the Federal financial
assistance awards package referred to in
this notice involves collection-of-
information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of
Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B and
SF-LLL have been approved by OMB
under the respective control numbers
0348-0043, 0348-0044, 0348—0040, and
0348-0046.

This notice also contains a collection-
of-information requirement subject the
Paperwork Reduction Act and which
has been approved by OMB under
control number 0648—0448. The public
reporting burden is estimated to average
one hour per response for comments on
a proposed project from each agency
with jurisdiction over coral reef
ecosystems in the area where the project
is to be conducted. This estimate
includes the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information.

Send comments regarding this burden
estimate, or any other aspect of these
data collections, including suggestions
for reducing the burden, to the NOAA
Office of Response and Restoration, N/
ORR, National Ocean Service, 1305
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910, and to Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) at the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget,
Washington, DC 20503 Attention:
NOAA Desk Officer.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, no person is required to respond
to, nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that
collection displays a currently valid
OMB control number.

Dated: April 15, 2002.
Alan Neuschatz,

Acting Assistant Administrator for Ocean
Services and Coastal Zone Management.

[FR Doc. 02—9683 Filed 4—18-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODES 3510-JE-S and 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 040902G]

Taking and Importing of Marine
Mammals

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of affirmative finding
renewal.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries, NMFS, (Assistant
Administrator) has renewed the
affirmative finding for the Republic of
Ecuador under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA). The renewal of
Ecuador’s affirmative finding allows for
the continued importation into the
United States of yellowfin tuna and
yellowfin tuna products harvested in
the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP)
after March 3,1999, by Ecuadorian-flag
purse seine vessels with a carrying
capacity greater than 400 short tons
(362.8 metric tons) or purse seine
vessels with a carrying capacity greater
than 400 short tons operating under
Ecuadorian jurisdiction. The affirmative
finding renewal was based on review of
documentary evidence submitted by the
Republic of Ecuador and obtained from
thelnter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC) and the
Department of State. This finding is
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effective from April 1, 2002, through
March 31, 2003.

DATES: Effective April 1, 2002, through
March 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Regional Administrator, Southwest
Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean
Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach,
California, 90802—4213; Phone 562—
980—4000; Fax 562—980—-4018.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
MMPA, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq., as
amended by the International Dolphin
Conservation Program Act (IDCPA)
(Pub. L. 105—42), allows the entry into
the United States of yellowfin tuna
harvested by purse seine vessels in the
ETP under certain conditions. If
requested by the harvesting nation, the
Assistant Administrator will determine
whether to make an affirmative finding
based upon documentary evidence
provided by the government of the
harvesting nation, the IATTC, or the
Department of State. A finding will
remain valid for 1 year (April 1 through
March 31) or for such other period as
the Assistant Administrator may
determine. An affirmative finding
applies to tuna and tuna products that
were harvested in the ETP by purse
seine vessels of the nation, and applies
to any tuna harvested in the ETP purse
seine fishery after March 3, 1999, the
effective date of the IDCPA.

The affirmative finding process
requires that the harvesting nation meet
several conditions related to compliance
with the International Dolphin
Conservation Program (IDCP). A nation
may opt to provide information
regarding compliance with the IDCP
directly to NMFS on an annual basis or
to authorize the IATTC to release the
information to NMFS in years when
NMFS will review and consider
whether to issue an affirmative finding
determination without an application
from the harvesting nation.

An affirmative finding will be
terminated, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, if the Assistant
Administrator determines that the
requirements of 50 CFR 216.24(f)(9) are
no longer being met or that a nation is
consistently failing to take enforcement
actions on violations that diminish the
effectiveness of the IDCP. Every 5 years,
the government of the harvesting nation
must request an affirmative finding and
submit the required documentary
evidence directly to the Assistant
Administrator.

As a part of the annual review process
set forth in 50 CFR 216.24 ()(9), the
Assistant Administrator considered
documentary evidence submitted by the
Republic of Ecuador and obtained from

the IATTC and the Department of State
and determined that the requirements
under the MMPA to receive an
affirmative finding have been met for
the purposes of renewing an affirmative
finding.

Effective April 1, 2002, after
consultation with the Department of
State, NMFS renewed the Republic of
Ecuador’s affirmative finding allowing
the continued importation into the
United States of yellowfin tuna and
products derived from yellowfin tuna
harvested in the ETP by Ecuadorian-flag
purse seine vessels with a carrying
capacity greater than 400 short tons
(362.8 metric tons) or purse seine
vessels with a carrying capacity greater
than 400 short tons operating under
Ecuadorian jurisdiction after March 3,
1999. This renewal will remain in effect
for 1 year (April 1, 2002 through March
31, 2003).

In subsequent years 2003 through
2004, the Assistant Administrator will
determine on an annual basis whether
the Republic of Ecuador is meeting the
requirements under section 101(a)(2)(B)
and (C) of the MMPA. If necessary,
documentary evidence may also be
requested from the Republic of Ecuador
to determine whether the affirmative
finding criteria are being met. If the
affirmative finding for the Republic of
Ecuador is renewed after NMFS’s
annual review in the years 2003 and
2004, the Republic of Ecuador must
submit a new application in early 2005
for an affirmative finding to be effective
for the period April 1, 2005, through
March 31, 2006, and subsequent years.

Dated: April 15, 2002.
Rebecca Lent,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02-9686 Filed 4—18—-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 041202C]

Endangered Species; Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of an application for a
research permit (1377).

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
following actions regarding permits for
takes of endangered and threatened
species for the purposes of scientific

research and/or enhancement under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA): NMFS
has received an application for a
scientific research permit from Ms.
Tracey Mueller, of Mote Marine
Laboratory.

DATES: Written comments or requests for
a public hearing on this new application
must be received at the appropriate
address or fax number no later than 5
p.m. eastern standard time on May 20,
2002.
ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
new application request should be sent
to the appropriate office as indicated
below. Comments may also be sent via
fax to the number indicated for the
application. Comments will not be
accepted if submitted via e-mail or the
Internet. The application and related
documents are available for review in
the indicated office, by appointment:
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, F/PR1, 1315 East West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910
(phone: 301-713-2289, fax: 301-713—
0376).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lillian Becker, Silver Spring, MD
(phone: 301-713-2319, fax: 301-713—
0376, e-mail: Lillian.Becker@noaa.gov).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority

Issuance of permits and permit
modifications, as required by the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531-1543) (ESA), is based on a
finding that such permits/modifications:
(1) are applied for in good faith; (2)
would not operate to the disadvantage
of the listed species which are the
subject of the permits; and (3) are
consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA. Scientific research and/or
enhancement permits are issued under
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA.
Authority to take listed species is
subject to conditions set forth in the
permits. Permits and modifications are
issued in accordance with and are
subject to the ESA and NMFS
regulations governing listed fish and
wildlife permits (50 CFR parts 222-226).

Those individuals requesting a
hearing on an application listed in this
notice should set out the specific
reasons why a hearing on that
application would be appropriate (see
ADDRESSES). The holding of such
hearing is at the discretion of the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA. All statements and opinions
contained in the permit action
summaries are those of the applicant
and do not necessarily reflect the views
of NMFS.
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