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government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the proposed
project. It is also being sent to all
identified potential right-of-way
grantors. By this notice we are also
asking governmental agencies,
especially those in appendix 4, to
express their interest in becoming
cooperating agencies for the preparation
of the EA.

Additional Information

Additional information about the
proposed project is available from the
Commission’s Office of External Affairs
at (202) 208-1088 or you can call the
FERC operator at 1-800—847—8885 and
ask for External Affairs. Information is
also available on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) using the “RIMS” link
to information in this docket number.
Click on the “RIMS” link, select
“Docket #” from the RIMS Menu, and
follow the instructions. For assistance
with access to RIMS, the RIMS helpline
can be reached at (202) 208-2222.

Similarly, the “CIPS” link on the
FERC Internet website provides access
to the texts of formal documents issued
by the Commission, such as orders,
notices, and rulemakings. From the
FERC Internet website, click on the
“CIPS” link, select “Docket #” from the
CIPS menu, and follow the instructions.
For assistance with access to CIPS, the
CIPS helpline can be reached at (202)
208-2222.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—9280 Filed 4—16—-02; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
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[Docket Nos. CP02-116-000 and CP02-117—
000]

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company;
Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Assessment For the
Proposed South Texas Expansion
Project and Request for Comments on
Environmental Issues, and Notice of
Site Visit

April 11, 2002.

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) that will
discuss the environmental impacts of
the South Texas Expansion Project
involving construction and operation of
facilities by Tennessee Gas Pipeline
Company (Tennessee) in Hidalgo,

Victoria, and Nueces Counties, Texas.!
These facilities would consist of about
17 miles of various diameter pipeline
and 9,470 horsepower (hp) of
compression. This EA will be used by
the Commission in its decision-making
process to determine whether the
project is in the public convenience and
necessity.

If you are a landowner receiving this
notice, you may be contacted by a
pipeline company representative about
the acquisition of an easement to
construct, operate, and maintain the
proposed facilities. The pipeline
company would seek to negotiate a
mutually acceptable agreement.
However, if the project is approved by
the Commission, that approval conveys
with it the right of eminent domain.
Therefore, if easement negotiations fail
to produce an agreement, the pipeline
company could initiate condemnation
proceedings in accordance with state
law.

A fact sheet prepared by the FERC
entitled “An Interstate Natural Gas
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need
To Know?” was attached to the project
notice Tennessee provided to
landowners. This fact sheet addresses a
number of typically asked questions,
including the use of eminent domain
and how to participate in the
Commission’s proceedings. It is
available for viewing on the FERC
Internet website (www.ferc.gov).

Summary of the Proposed Project

Tennessee wants to expand the
capacity of its facilities in Texas to
transport 320,000 Decatherms per day of
natural gas to a delivery point located at
the International Boundary between the
United States in Hidalgo County, Texas
and Mexico in the State of Tamaulipas
(International Boundary). Tennessee
seeks Section 7’) authority to construct
and operate:

* 9.28 miles of 30-inch-diameter
lateral (Rio Bravo Lateral) in Hidalgo
County, Texas, which would commence
from milepost 9.02 on Tennessee’s
existing Pipeline No. 409A-100 (Donna
Line) to an interconnection at the
International Boundary;

+ 7.58 miles of 24-inch-diameter loop
of Tennessee’s Donna Line in Hidalgo
County, Texas;

* A new compressor station
consisting of two gas-fired reciprocating
compressors rated at 4,735 hp each and
located near the town of Edinburg in
Hidalgo County, Texas (Edinburg
Compressor Station);

1Tennessee’s application was filed with the

Commission under Section 3 and Section 7 of the
Natural Gas Act and Part 153 and Part 157 of the
Commission’s regulations.

* A new meter station near the
interconnection of the Rio Bravo Lateral
and Tennessee’s border crossing facility
at the International Boundary; and

* Modifications of Tennessee’s
existing Compressor Station 1 located in
Nueces County, Texas, and existing
Compressor Station 9 located in Victoria
County, Texas.

In addition, Tennessee requests
Section 3 authorization and a
Presidential Permit to site, construct,
and operate a border crossing facility at
the terminus of the Rio Bravo Lateral for
the importation and exportation of
natural gas at the International
Boundary. Tennessee’s border crossing
facility would consist of a 1,800-foot-
long segment of 30-inch-diameter
pipeline which would interconnect with
a proposed pipeline in Mexico to be
constructed by Gasoducto del Rio, a
wholly owned Mexican subsidiary of
EDF International. Tennessee’s
proposed project and the Gasoducto del
Rio pipeline would provide natural gas
service to a developing power
generation complex (Rio Bravo Market)
comprised of four new electric power
plants located in Northern Mexico.

The general location of the South
Texas Expansion Project facilities is
shown in appendix 1. 2

Land Requirements for Construction

Construction of the proposed facilities
would require about 276.5 acres of land.
Following construction, about 118.9
acres would be maintained as
permanent right-of-way, including 9.5
acres for new aboveground facility sites.
The remaining 157.6 acres of temporary
workspace would be restored and
allowed to revert to its former use.

The EA Process

The National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) requires the Commission to
take into account the environmental
impacts that could result from an action
whenever it considers the issuance of a
Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity. NEPA also requires us?® to
discover and address concerns the
public may have about proposals. We
call this “scoping”. The main goal of the
scoping process is to focus the analysis

2The appendices referenced in this notice are not
being printed in the Federal Register. Copies are
available on the Commission’s website at the
“RIMS” link or from the Commission’s Public
Reference and Files Maintenance Branch, 888 First
Street, NE., Washington, DC 20426, or call (202)
208-1371. For instructions on connecting to RIMS
refer to the last page of this notice. Copies of the
appendices were sent to all those receiving this
notice in the mail.

3“We”, “us”’, and “our” refer to the
environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects
(OEP).
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in the EA on the important
environmental issues. By this Notice of
Intent, the Commission requests public
comments on the scope of the issues it
will address in the EA. All comments
received are considered during the
preparation of the EA. State and local
government representatives are
encouraged to notify their constituents
of this proposed action and encourage
them to comment on their areas of

concern.

The EA will discuss impacts that
could occur as a result of the
construction and operation of the
proposed project under these general
headings:

* Geology and soils

* Water resources, fisheries, and

wetlands

¢ Vegetation and wildlife

» Endangered and threatened species

e Land use
Cultural resources
Air quality and noise
Public safety

We will also evaluate possible
alternatives to the proposed project or
portions of the project, and make
recommendations on how to lessen or
avoid impacts on the various resource
areas.

Our independent analysis of the
issues will be in the EA. Depending on
the comments received during the
scoping process, the EA may be
published and mailed to Federal, state,
and local agencies, public interest
groups, interested individuals, affected
landowners, newspapers, libraries, and
the Commission’s official service list for
this proceeding. A comment period will
be allotted for review if the EA is
published. We will consider all
comments on the EA before we make
our recommendations to the
Commission.

To ensure your comments are
considered, please carefully follow the
instructions in the public participation
section beginning on page 5.

Currently Identified Environmental
Issues

We have already identified several
issues that we think deserve attention
based on a preliminary review of the
proposed facilities and the
environmental information provided by
Tennessee. This preliminary list of
issues may be changed based on your

comments and our analysis.

* Six single-family residences are
within 50 feet of the proposed pipeline
construction corridors.

» A directionally drilled crossing of
the Rio Grande River.

* The Edinburg Compressor Station
would effect the local air quality and
noise environment.

Also, we have made a preliminary
decision to not address the impacts of

the nonjurisdictional facilities. We will
briefly describe their location and status
in the EA.

Public Participation

You can make a difference by
providing us with your specific
comments or concerns about the project.
By becoming a commentor, your
concerns will be addressed in the EA
and considered by the Commission. You
should focus on the potential
environmental effects of the proposal,
alternatives to the proposal (including
alternative locations/routes), and
measures to avoid or lessen
environmental impact. The more
specific your comments, the more useful
they will be. Please carefully follow
these instructions to ensure that your
comments are received in time and
properly recorded:

* Send an original and two copies of
your letter to: Magalie R. Salas,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 888 First St., NE., Room
1A, Washington, DC 20426.

 Label one copy of the comments for
the attention of Gas 1, PJ-11.1.

+ Reference Docket Nos. CP02-116—
000 and CP02-117-000.

* Mail your comments so that they
will be received in Washington, DC on
or before May 13, 2002.

Please note that we are continuing to
experience delays in mail deliveries
from the U.S. Postal Service. As a result,
we will include all comments that we
receive within a reasonable time frame
in our environmental analysis of this
project. However, the Commission
encourages electronic filing of any
comments or interventions or protests to
this proceeding. See 18 CFR
385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions
on the Commission’s web site at
http://www.ferc.gov under the “e-
Filing” link and the link to the User’s
Guide. Before you can file comments
you will need to create a free account
which can be created by clicking on
“Login to File” and then ‘“New User
Account.”

We may mail the EA for comment. If
you are interested in receiving it, please
return the Information Request
(appendix 4). If you do not return the
Information Request, you will be taken
off the mailing list.

Site Visit

On April 22, 2002, the staff of the OEP
will conduct a site inspection of the
proposed South Texas Expansion
Project facilities in Hidalgo County,
Texas. Anyone interested in attending
the site inspection should contact the
Commission’s Office of External Affairs
at (202) 208-1088 for more details and
must provide their own transportation.

Becoming an Intervenor

In addition to involvement in the EA
scoping process, you may want to
become an official party to the
proceeding known as an ““intervenor”.
Intervenors play a more formal role in
the process. Among other things,
intervenors have the right to receive
copies of case-related Commission
documents and filings by other
intervenors. Likewise, each intervenor
must provide 14 copies of its filings to
the Secretary of the Commission and
must send a copy of its filings to all
other parties on the Commission’s
service list for this proceeding. If you
want to become an intervenor you must
file a motion to intervene according to
Rule 214 of the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure (18 CFR
385.214) (see appendix 2).4 Only
intervenors have the right to seek
rehearing of the Commission’s decision.

Affected landowners and parties with
environmental concerns may be granted
intervenor status upon showing good
cause by stating that they have a clear
and direct interest in this proceeding
which would not be adequately
represented by any other parties. You do
not need intervenor status to have your
environmental comments considered.

Environmental Mailing List

This notice is being sent to
individuals, organizations, and
government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the proposed
project. It is also being sent to all
identified potential right-of-way
grantors. By this notice we are also
asking governmental agencies,
especially those in appendix 3, to
express their interest in becoming
cooperating agencies for the preparation
of the EA.

Additional Information

Additional information about the
proposed project is available from the
Commission’s Office of External Affairs
at (202) 208-1088 (direct line) or you
can call the FERC operator at 1-800—
847-8885 and ask for External Affairs.
Information is also available on the
FERC website (www.ferc.gov) using the
“RIMS” link to information in this
docket number. Click on the “RIMS”
link, select “Docket #” from the RIMS
Menu, and follow the instructions. For
assistance with access to RIMS, the
RIMS helpline can be reached at (202)
208-2222.

4Interventions may also be filed electronically via
the Internet in lieu of paper. See the previous
discussion on filing comments electronically.
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Similarly, the “CIPS” link on the
FERC Internet website provides access
to the texts of formal documents issued
by the Commission, such as orders,
notices, and rulemakings. From the
FERC Internet website, click on the
“CIPS” link, select “Docket #” from the
CIPS menu, and follow the instructions.
For assistance with access to CIPS, the
CIPS helpline can be reached at (202)
208-2222.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—-9281 Filed 4-16—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Notice of Intent To File Application for
a New License

April 11, 2002.

Take notice that the following notice
of intent has been filed with the
Commission and is available for public
inspection:

a. Type of filing: Notice of Intent to
File an Application for New License.

b. Project No: 1051.

c. Date filed: March 28, 2002.

d. Submitted By: Alaska Power &
Telephone Company.

e. Name of Project: Dewey Lake
Hydroelectric Project.

f. Location: The Dewey Lake Project is
located east of downtown Skagway,
Alaska.

g. Filed Pursuant to: Section 15 of the
Federal Power Act, 18 CFR 16.6.

h. Pursuant to section 16.19 of the
Commission’s regulations, the licensee
is required to make available the
information described in section 16.7 of
the regulations. Such information is
available from the Alaska Power &
Telephone Company at 110 Spring
Street, Skagway, Alaska.

i. FERC Contact: Alan Mitchnick,
202-219-2826,
Alan.Mitchnick@Ferc.Gov.

j. Expiration Date of Current License:
August 29, 2007.

k. Project Description: Powerhouse
structure with four installed hydro
turbines. A 2.71 acre reservoir with an
earth and rock filled dam, including an
intake structure. Total capacity is 943
kilowatts.

1. The licensee states its unequivocal
intent to submit an application for a
new license for Project No. 1051.
Pursuant to 18 CFR 16.9(b)(1), each
application for a new license and any
competing license applications must be
filed with the Commission at least 24

months prior to the expiration of the
existing license. All applications for
license for this project must be filed by
August 29, 2005.

A copy of the notice of intent is
available for inspection and
reproduction at the Commission’s
Public Reference Room, located at 888
First Street, NE., Room 2A, Washington,
DC 20426, or by calling (202) 208-1371.
The notice may be viewed on http://
www.ferc.gov/online/rims.htm call (202)
208-2222 for assistance). A copy is also
available for inspection and
reproduction at the address in item h
above.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—9284 Filed 4-16-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Notice of Applications Ready For
Environmental Analysis, Soliciting
Comments, Recommendations, Terms
and Conditions, and Prescriptions

April 11, 2002.

Take notice that the following
hydroelectric application has been filed
with the Commission and is available
for public inspection.

a. Type of Application: Application
for new license.

b. Project No.: 2086—035.

c. Date filed: August 30, 2001.

d. Applicant: Southern California
Edison.

e. Name of Project: Vermillion Valley
Project.

f. Location: On Mono Creek in Fresno
County, near Shaver Lake, California.
The project affects federal lands in the
Sierra National Forest, covering a total
of 2,202 acres.

g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal Power
Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 791 (a)—825(x).

h. Applicant Contact: Thomas J.
McPheeters, Manager, Northern Hydro
Region, Southern California Edison
Company, 54205 Mountain Poplar Road,
P.O. Box 100, Big Creek, California
93605, (559) 893-3646.

i. FERC Contact: Jim Fargo at (202)
219-2848; e-mail
james.fargo@ferc.fed.us.

j. Cooperating agencies: We are asking
Federal, state, local, and tribal agencies
with jurisdiction and/or special
expertise with respect to environmental
issues to cooperate with us to prepare
the environmental document. Agencies
who would like to request cooperating
status should follow the instructions for

filing comments described in item k
below.

k. Deadline for filing comments,
recommendations, terms and
conditions, and prescriptions: 60 days
from the issuance date of this notice.

All documents (original and eight
copies) should be filed with: Magalie R.
Salas Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First
Street, NE., Washington, DC 20426.

The Commission’s rules of practice
require all intervenors filing documents
with the Commission to serve a copy of
that document on each person on the
official service list for the project.
Further, if an intervenor files comments
or documents with the Commission
relating to the merits of an issue that
may affect the responsibilities of a
particular resource agency, they must
also serve a copy of the document on
that resource agency.

Comments, recommendations, terms
and conditions, and prescriptions may
be filed electronically via the Internet in
lieu of paper. See 18 CFR
385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions
on the Commission’s web site (http://
www.ferc.gov) under the “e-Filing” link.

1. Status of environmental analysis:
This application has been accepted for
filing and is now ready for
environmental analysis

m. The existing Vermillion Project
consists of: (1) A 4,234-foot-long earth-
fill dam; (2) Lake Edison, with a 125,035
acre-foot storage capacity at 7,642 feet;
(3) a service spillway at the left
abutment with a single manually
operated radial gate 15 feet wide by 8
feet high, and an auxiliary spillway at
the right abutment with an ungated
chute discharging into an ungated
channel; (4) a man-made outlet channel
extending 1,300 feet to Mono Creek; and
(5) a 3-kW Pelton-wheel turbine located
in the outlet structure used to recharge
batteries in the valve house.

n. Locations of the Applications:
Copies of the applications are available
for inspection or reproduction at the
Commission’s Public Reference and
Files Maintenance Branch, located at
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC
20426, or by calling (202) 208-2326.
The applications may also be viewed on
the web at http://www.ferc.gov using the
“RIMS” link-select “Docket #” and
follow the instructions (call 202—208—
2222 for assistance). A copy is also
available for inspection and
reproduction at the address in item h
above.

0. The Commission directs, pursuant
to Section 4.34(b) of the Regulations (see
Order No. 533 issued May 8, 1991, 56
FR 23108, May 20, 1991) that all
comments, recommendations, terms and
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