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In section 403 of the Plant Protection
Act (7 U.S.C. 7701-7772), plant pest is
defined as any living stage of any of the
following that can directly or indirectly
injure, cause damage to, or cause
disease in any plant or plant product: A
protozoan, a nonhuman animal, a
parasitic plant, a bacterium, a fungus, a
virus or viroid, an infectious agent or
other pathogen, or any article similar to
or allied with any of the foregoing.
APHIS views this definition very
broadly. The definition covers direct or
indirect injury, disease, or damage not
just to agricultural crops, but also to
plants in general, for example, native
species, as well as to organisms that
may be beneficial to plants, for example,
honeybees, rhizobia, etc.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is responsible for the
regulation of pesticides under the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), as amended (7
U.S.C. 136 et seq.). FIFRA requires that
all pesticides, including herbicides, be
registered prior to distribution or sale,
unless exempt by EPA regulation. In
cases in which genetically modified
plants allow for a new use of a pesticide
or involve a different use pattern for the
pesticide, EPA must approve the new or
different use. Accordingly, Monsanto
has submitted a request to EPA for
registration of Cry2Ab as a plant-
incorporated protectant.

When the use of the pesticide on the
genetically modified plant would result
in an increase in the residues in a food
or feed crop for which the pesticide is
currently registered, or in new residues
in a crop for which the pesticide is not
currently registered, establishment of a
new tolerance or a revision of the
existing tolerance would be required.
Residue tolerances for pesticides are
established by EPA under the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA),
as amended (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), and
the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) enforces tolerances set by EPA
under the FFDCA. In response to the
filing of Monsanto’s pesticide petition,
EPA has established a regulation for an
exemption from the requirement of a
tolerance for residues of Btk Cry2Ab and
the genetic material necessary for its
production in or on all raw agricultural
commodities.

FDA published a statement of policy
on foods derived from new plant
varieties in the Federal Register on May
29,1992 (57 FR 22984-23005). The FDA
statement of policy includes a
discussion of FDA’s authority for
ensuring food safety under the FFDCA,
and provides guidance to industry on
the scientific considerations associated
with the development of foods derived

from new plant varieties, including
those plants developed through the
techniques of genetic engineering. The
petitioner has begun consultation with
FDA on the subject cotton event.

To provide the public with
documentation of APHIS’ review and
analysis of the environmental impacts
and plant pest risk associated with a
proposed determination of nonregulated
status for Monsanto’s cotton event
15985, an environmental assessment has
been prepared. The EA was prepared in
accordance with (1) The National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.), (2) regulations of the Council on
Environmental Quality for
implementing the procedural provisions
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), (3)
USDA regulations implementing NEPA
(7 CFR part 1b), and (4) APHIS’ NEPA
Implementing Procedures (7 CFR part
372).

In accordance with § 340.6(d) of the
regulations, we are publishing this
notice to inform the public that APHIS
will accept written comments regarding
the petition for determination of
nonregulated status from interested
persons for a period of 60 days from the
date of this notice.

We are also soliciting written
comments from interested persons on
the environmental assessment prepared
to examine any environmental impacts
of the proposed determination for the
subject cotton event 15985. The petition
and the environmental assessment and
any comments received are available for
public review, and copies of the petition
and the environmental assessment may
be ordered (see the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
notice).

After the comment period closes,
APHIS will review the data submitted
by the petitioner, all written comments
received during the comment period,
and any other relevant information.
After reviewing and evaluating the
comments on the petition and the
environmental assessment and other
data and information, APHIS will
furnish a response to the petitioner,
either approving the petition in whole
or in part, or denying the petition.
APHIS will then publish a notice in the
Federal Register announcing the
regulatory status of Monsanto’s insect-
resistant cotton event 15985 and the
availability of APHIS’ written decision.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 166, 1622n, 7756, and
7761-7772; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80,
and 371.3.

Done in Washington, DG, this 12th day of
March 2002.

W. Ron DeHaven,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 02—6458 Filed 3—15—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Brown Darby Fuel Reduction Project
EIS—Stanislaus National Forest
AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service will
prepare an environmental impact
statement (EIS) for a proposal to manage
forest resources within and adjacent to
the Darby Fire affected area, which
burned 14,000 acres in September of
2001 (approximately 10,000 acres
burned on lands administrated by the
Forest Service). The project area is on
the Calaveras Ranger District, Stanislaus
National Forest, within Calaveras and
Tuolumne Counties, California. The
project area is located in the lower
watersheds of the North and Middle
Forks of the Stanislaus River, east of
State Highway 4. It is bounded by
private property on the east, west and
north, the Middle Fork of the Stanislaus
River on the south and the Calaveras Big
Trees State park on the northeast.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope
of the analysis should be received in
writing on or before 10 days after
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register. While public participation in
this analysis is welcome at any time,
comments received within 10 days of
the publication of this notice will be
especially useful in the preparation of
the Draft EIS. The scoping process will
include identifying: potential issues,
significant issues to be analyzed in
depth, alternatives to the proposed
action, and potential environmental
effects of the proposal and alternatives.
The draft EIS is expected to be filed
with the Environmental Protection
Agency and made available for public
review in April 2002.

The comment period on the draft
environmental impact statement will be
45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register. No date has yet
been determined for filing the final EIS.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
Rob Griffith, district Ranger, P.O. Box
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500, Hathaway Pines, CA 95233 or call
(209) 795-1381.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathy Aldrich, Planning Team Leader,
(209) 795-1381; e-mail:
kaldrich@fs.fed.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Forest
Service proposes to treat vegetative fuels
on 3,620 acres within or adjacent to the
Darby fire area. Treatments proposed
include the removal of fire-damaged
trees while they are merchantable and
before they fall to the ground and
accumulate to the point where the fuel
loading is at an unacceptable level;
thinning stands of live trees
immediately adjacent to private
property to remove undesirable fuels
conditions such as fuel ladders; removal
of brush that poses a fire hazard in areas
adjacent to private property; removal of
fire-killed trees and thinning of the
remaining trees in 20 year old pine
plantations; and prescribed burning to
reduce fuel loading in areas with
unacceptable fuel levels on the ground.

The purpose and need for the actions
are to: (1) Reduce unacceptable
vegetative fuel loading in the project
area that current exists and remove
sufficient vegetative material killed by
the Darby Fire to prevent an
unacceptable fuel buildup from fallen
material; (2) provide for the rapid
restoration of forest communities in
areas that experienced a stand-replacing
event by removing the fire-killed
standing dead vegetation before it falls
to the ground. Removal of this material
while merchantable would allow for
restoration activities to proceed quickly,
meeting the goal of the Forest Plan to
accelerate development of old forest
characteristics; (3) contribute to a
sustainable flow of products form these
National Forest Lands; and (4) provide
resource management in an
economically efficient manner, i.e.,
minimize restoration costs in areas that
experienced a stand-replacing event by
minimizing the amount of fire-killed
material that has deteriorated to the
point that a service contract is necessary
to have it removed to meet fuels
objectives.

Preliminary issues and concerns
include effects of treatments on water
quality, wildlife habitat, soil quality,
riparian areas, threatened/endangered
species such as the red-legged frog,
valley elderberry long-horn beetle and
bald eagle, and Forest Service Sensitive
species such as the California spotted
owl and goshawk.

The EIS will tier to the Stanislaus
National Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan and EIS of 1991, as

amended by the Sierra Nevada Forest
Plan Amendment of 2001, which
provide overall guidance for land
management activities on the Stanislaus
National Forest.

The Reviewers Obligation To Comment

The Forest Service believes it is
important to give reviewers notice at
this early stage of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions
(Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp.
v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental impact
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental impact statement may be
waived or dismissed by the courts
(Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980).
Because of these court rulings, it is very
important that those interested in this
proposed action participate by the close
of the 45-day comment period so that
substantive comments and objections
are made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
the final environmental impact
statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It is also helpful if
comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft statement.
Comments may also address the
adequacy of the draft environmental
impact statement or the merits of the
alternatives formulated and discussed in
the statement (Reviewers may wish to
refer to the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for implementing
the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points).

Responsible Official

The Responsible Official is the Forest
Supervisor of the Stanislaus National
Forest, 19777 Greenley Road, Sonora,
CA 95370. The Forest Supervisor will
make a decision regarding this proposal
considering the comments and
response, environmental consequences
discussed in the final EIS, and
applicable laws, regulations, and
policies. The decision and rationale for

the decision will be documented in a
Record of Decision. That decision will
be subject to appeal under applicable
Forest Service regulations.

Dated: March 12, 2002.
Daniel A. Young,

Acting Forest Supervisor—Stanislaus
National Forest.

[FR Doc. 02—-6379 Filed 3—15—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Tuolumne County Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Tuolumne County
Resource Advisory Committee will meet
on April 15, 2002, at the City of Sonora
Fire Department, in Sonora, California.
The purpose of the meeting is to agree
on evaluation criteria, review project
proposals, and select first projects.

DATES: The meeting will be held April
15, 2002, from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the City of Sonora Fire Department
located at 201 South Shepherd Street, in
Sonora, California (CA 95370).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Pat
Kaunert, Committee Coordinator,
USDA, Stanislaus National Forest,
19777 Greenley Road, Sonora, CA 95370
(209) 532—-3671; e-mail
pkaunert@fs.fed.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda
items to be covered include: (1) Old
business: meeting norms and roles;
Committee administrative costs; (2) new
business: subcommittee report out on
format for project proposals and
proposed evaluation criteria; review
project proposals; vote on and select
some projects; determine future
subcommittee needs; (3) public
comment; and (4) next meeting purpose.
The meeting is open to the public.
Those in attendance will be provided
the opportunity to address the
Committee.

Dated: March 11, 2002.
Ben Del Villar,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 02—-6380 Filed 3—15—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-ED-M
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