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DATES: Comments or requests for a
public hearing on any of the new
applications or modification requests
must be received at the appropriate
address or fax number no later than 5
p.m. eastern standard time on April 15,
2002.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
new application should be sent to the
appropriate office as indicated below.
Comments may also be sent via fax to
the number indicated for the
application. Comments will not be
accepted if submitted via e-mail or the
Internet. The application and related
documents are available for review in
the indicated office, by appointment:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, F/PR1, 1315 East West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910
(phone:301-713-2289, fax: 301-713—
0376).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lillian Becker, Silver Spring, MD
(phone: 301-713-2319, fax: 301-713—
0376, e-mail: Lillian.Becker@noaa.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority

Issuance of permits and permit
modifications, as required by the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531-1543) (ESA), is based on a

finding that such permits/modifications:

(1) are applied for in good faith; (2)
would not operate to the disadvantage
of the listed species which are the
subject of the permits; and (3) are
consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA. Scientific research and/or
enhancement permits are issued under
section 10 (a)(1)(A) of the ESA.
Authority to take listed species is
subject to conditions set forth in the
permits. Permits and modifications are
issued in accordance with and are
subject to the ESA and NMFS
regulations governing listed fish and

wildlife permits (50 CFR parts 222—226).

Those individuals requesting a
hearing on an application listed in this
notice should set out the specific
reasons why a hearing on that
application would be appropriate (see
ADDRESSES). The holding of such
hearing is at the discretion of the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA. All statements and opinions
contained in the permit action
summaries are those of the applicant
and do not necessarily reflect the views
of NMFS.

Species Covered in This Notice

The following species are covered in
this notice:

Mollusks

Endangered White Abalone (Haliotis
sorenseni)

Application 1368

The applicant proposes to breed and
reintroduce white abalone in southern
California. The applicant wants to
collect up to 50 white abalone per year
for five years in order to breed, grow out
and reintroduce the progeny to the wild.
Wild abalone will be collected using
ROVs and divers. The animals will be
transported to the laboratory and
induced to spawn using H202 or the
thermal shock method. The progeny
will be grown to 15-100mm before
introduction. Precautions will be taken
to avoid disease and inbreeding.

Dated: March 11, 2002.
Ann Terbush,

Chief, Permits, Conservation, and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02—6311 Filed 3—14-02; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Ocean Alliance/Whale Conservation
Institute, 191 Weston Road, Lincoln,
Massachusetts 01773 [Dr. Celine
Godard, Principal Investigator] has been
issued a permit to take 13 species of
odontocete whale and eight species of
baleen whale for purposes of scientific
research.

ADDRESSES: See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Ruth Johnson, (301)
713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ]une 8,
2001, notice was published in the
Federal Register (66 FR 30885) that a
request for a scientific research permit

to take 13 species of odontocete whale
and eight species of baleen whale for
purposes of scientific research had been
submitted by the above-named
organization. The requested permit has
been issued under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226).

Issuance of this permit, as required by
the ESA, was based on a finding that
such permit (1) was applied for in good
faith, (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of the endangered species
which is the subject of this permit, and
(3) is consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA.

Documents may be reviewed in the
following locations:

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301) 713-0376;

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone (206)
526—6150; fax (206) 526—6426;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802—1668; phone
(907) 586—7221; fax (907) 586—7249;

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802—4213; phone (562) 980—-4001;
fax (562) 980-4018;

Protected Species Coordinator, Pacific
Area Office, NMFS, 1601 Kapiolani
Blvd., Rm, 1110, Honolulu, HI 96814—
4700; phone (808) 973—-2935; fax (808)
973-2941;

Northeast Region, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978) 281-9200; fax
(978) 281-9371; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702—2432; phone (727)
570-5301; fax (727) 570-5320.

Dated: March 11, 2002.
Ann D. Terbush,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02—6310 Filed 3-14-02; 8:45 am]
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