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Department of Transportation
responsible for railroad safety.

Safety Integration Plan (“SIP”’) means
a comprehensive written plan, prepared
in accordance with FRA guidelines or
regulations, explaining the process by
which Applicants intend to integrate the
operation of the properties involved in
a manner that would maintain safety at
every step of the integration process, in
the event the Board approves the
transaction that requires a SIP.

Section of Environmental Analysis
(“SEA”’) means the Section that
prepares the Board’s environmental
documents and analyses.

Transaction means an application by
a Class I railroad that proposes to
consolidate with, merge with, or acquire
control under 49 U.S.C. 11323(a) of
another Class I railroad, or with a Class
II railroad where there is a proposed
amalgamation of operations, as defined
by FRA’s regulations at 49 CFR 244.9.
“Transaction” also includes a
proceeding other than those specified
above if the Board concludes that a SIP
is necessary in its proper consideration
of the application or other request for
authority.

§1106.3 Actions for which Safety
Integration Plan is required.

A SIP shall be filed by any applicant
requesting authority to undertake a
transaction as defined under § 1106.2 of
this part.

§1106.4 The Safety Integration Plan
process.

(a) Each applicant in a transaction
subject to this part shall file a proposed
SIP in accordance with the
informational requirements prescribed
at 49 CFR part 244, or other FRA
guidelines or requirements regarding the
contents of a SIP, with SEA and FRA no
later than 60 days from the date the
application is filed with the Board.

(b) The proposed SIP shall be made
part of the environmental record in the
Board proceeding and dealt with in the
ongoing environmental review process
under 49 CFR part 1105. The procedures
governing the process shall be as
follows:

(1) In accordance with 49 CFR 244.17,
FRA will provide its findings and
conclusions on the adequacy of the
proposed SIP (i.e., assess whether the
proposed SIP establishes a process that
provides a reasonable assurance of
safety in executing the proposed
transaction) to SEA at a date sufficiently
in advance of the Board’s issuance of its
draft environmental documentation in
the case to permit incorporation in the
draft environmental document.

(2) The draft environmental
documentation shall incorporate the

proposed SIP, any revisions or
modifications to it based on further
consultations with FRA, and FRA’s
written comments regarding the SIP.
The public may review and comment on
the draft environmental documentation
within the time limits prescribed by
SEA.

(3) SEA will independently review
each proposed SIP. In its final
environmental documentation, SEA will
address written comments on the
proposed SIP received during the time
established for submitting comments on
the draft environmental documentation.
The Board then will consider the full
environmental record, including the
information concerning the SIP, in
arriving at its decision in the case.

(4) If the Board approves the
transaction and adopts the SIP, it will
require compliance with the SIP as a
condition to its approval. Each
applicant involved in the transaction
then shall coordinate with FRA in
implementing the approved SIP,
including any amendments thereto. FRA
has provided in its rules at 49 CFR
244.17(g) for submitting information to
the Board during implementation of an
approved transaction that will assist the
Board in exercising its continuing
jurisdiction over the transaction. FRA
also has agreed to advise the Board
when, in its view, the integration of the
applicants’ operations has been safely
completed.

(c) If a SIP is required in transactions
that would not be subject to
environmental review under the Board’s
environmental rules at 49 CFR part
1105, the Board will develop
appropriate case-specific SIP procedures
based on the facts and circumstances
presented.

§1106.5 Waiver.

The SIP requirements established by
this part may be waived or modified by
the Board where a railroad shows that
relief is warranted or appropriate.

§1106.6 Reservation of Jurisdiction.

The Board reserves the right to require
a SIP in cases other than those
enumerated in this part, or to adopt
modified SIP requirements in individual
cases, if it concludes that doing so is
necessary in its proper consideration of
the application or other request for
authority.

Decided: March 6, 2002.

By the Board, Chairman Morgan and Vice
Chairman Burkes.

Vernon A. Williams,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—6046 Filed 3—-14—02; 8:45 am]
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 011218304-1304-01; I.D.
031202A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical
Area 610 of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
610 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This
action is necessary to prevent exceeding
the B season allowance of the pollock
total allowable catch (TAC) for
Statistical Area 610 of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), March 12, 2002, until 1200
hrs, A.Lt., August 25, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.
Within any fishing year, underage or
overage of a seasonal allowance may be
added to or subtracted from subsequent
seasonal allowances in a manner to be
determined by the Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS (Regional
Administrator), provided that the sum
of the revised seasonal allowances does
not exceed 30 percent of the annual
TAC apportionment for the Central and
Western Regulatory Areas in the GOA
(§ 679.20 (a)(5)(ii)(C)). For 2002, 30
percent of the annual TAC for the
Central and Western Regulatory Areas is
15,187 mt. For 2002, the Regional
Administrator has determined that
within each area for which a seasonal
allowance is established, any overage or
underage of harvest at the beginning of
the next season(s) shall be subtracted
from or added to the following season
provided that the resulting sum of
seasonal allowances in the Central and
Western Regulatory Areas does not
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exceed 15,187 mt in any single season.
The B season allowance of the pollock
TAC in Statistical Area 610 of the GOA
is 2,916 metric tons (mt) as established
by an emergency rule implementing
2002 harvest specifications and
associated management measures for the
groundfish fisheries off Alaska (67 FR
956, January 8, 2002). The Regional
Administrator hereby reduces the B
season pollock TAC by 141 mt. This
amount is the A season pollock over
harvest in Statistical Area 610 and
provides for an aggregate B season
allowance in the Central and Western
Regulatory Areas that does not exceed
15,187 mt. In accordance with § 679.20
(a)(5)(i1)(C), the B season allowance of
pollock TAC in Statistical Area 610 is
2,775 mt.

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Regional Administrator has
determined that the B season allowance
of the pollock TAC in Statistical Area
610 will soon be reached. Therefore, the
Regional Administrator is establishing a

directed fishing allowance of 2,725 mt,
and is setting aside the remaining 50 mt
as bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20 (d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock in Statistical
Area 610 of the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at §
679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to prevent
exceeding the amount of the 2002 B
season pollock TAC specified for
Statistical Area 610 of the GOA
constitutes good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and

opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553 (b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR 679.20
(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures would
be unnecessary and contrary to the
public interest. Similarly, the need to
implement these measures in a timely
fashion to prevent exceeding the 2002 B
season pollock TAC specified for
Statistical Area 610 of the GOA
constitutes good cause to find that the
effective date of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: March 12, 2002.

Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02-6275 Filed 3—12—02; 3:00 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S
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