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March 2002, it will inform the public of
the rate. This will be well before the
variable-rate premium for premium
payment years beginning in March 2002
is due.

Multiemployer Plan Valuations
Following Mass Withdrawal

The PBGC’s regulation on Duties of
Plan Sponsor Following Mass
Withdrawal (29 CFR part 4281)
prescribes the use of interest
assumptions under the PBGC’s
regulation on Allocation of Assets in
Single-Employer Plans (29 CFR part
4044). The interest assumptions
applicable to valuation dates in April
2002 under part 4044 are contained in
an amendment to part 4044 published
elsewhere in today’s Federal Register.
Tables showing the assumptions
applicable to prior periods are codified
in appendix B to 29 CFR part 4044.

Issued in Washington, DC, on this 12th day
of March 2002.
Steven A. Kandarian,
Executive Director, Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.
[FR Doc. 02–6428 Filed 3–14–02; 8:45 am]
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Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request for Reinstatement
of a Revised Information Collection:
Nonforeign Area Cost-of-Living
Allowance; Price and Background
Surveys

AGENCY: Office of Personnel
Management.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
has submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) a
request for reinstatement of two
previously-approved information
collections for which approval has
expired. OPM uses the two information
collections—a price survey and a
background survey—to gather data to be
used in determining cost-of-living
allowances (COLAs) for certain Federal
employees in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam and
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. The price surveys
will be conducted in each COLA area on
a rotating basis once every 3 years and
annually in the Washington, DC, area.
The background surveys will be
conducted in these same areas and

according to the same schedule, but on
a more limited basis.

The price survey is necessary for
collecting living-cost data used to
determine cost-of-living allowances
(COLAs) paid to General Schedule, U.S.
Postal Service, and certain other Federal
employees in the allowance areas.
COLAs are based on differences in
living costs in the allowance areas
compared with living costs in the
Washington, DC, area. The background
survey is used to improve the COLA
methodology and to plan the price
surveys and determine such things as
the appropriateness of items, services,
and businesses selected for survey.

OPM will survey selected retail,
service, realty, and other businesses and
local governments in the allowance
areas and in the Washington, DC, area.
Approximately 2,200 establishments
will be contacted in the price survey,
and approximately 30 establishments
will be contacted in the background
survey. Participation in the surveys is
voluntary.

OPM estimates that the average price
survey interview will take
approximately 7 minutes, for a total
burden of 257 hours. The average
background survey interview will take
approximately 10 minutes, for a total
burden of 5 hours.

For copies of this proposal, please
contact Mary Beth Smith-Toomey at
(202) 606–8358; fax: (202) 418–3251; or
e-mail: mbtoomey@opm.gov. Please
include a mailing address with your
request.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
April 15, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Send or deliver comments
to:
Donald J. Winstead, Assistant Director

for Compensation Administration,
Workforce Compensation and
Performance Service, Office of
Personnel Management, Room 7H31,
1900 E Street NW., Washington, DC
20415–8200, fax: (202) 606–4264, or
e-mail: cola@opm.gov.

and
Joseph Lackey, OPM Desk Officer,

Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, New Executive Office
Building NW., Room 10235,
Washington, DC 20503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kurt
M. Springmann, (202) 606–2838.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: OPM
published notice of its intention to
request a reinstatement of the price and
background surveys in the Federal
Register on October 17, 2001 (66 FR
52813). OPM received one comment in

response to the notice. The commenter
noted that a sentence in the Summary
section of the notice could be
interpreted to mean that OPM will
conduct surveys annually in selected
COLA areas. We agree that the sentence
could be misinterpreted, and wish to
clarify that OPM will not conduct price
surveys annually in any COLA area. As
stated in the Supplementary
Information section of the notice, OPM
will conduct the price surveys in each
COLA area on a rotating basis once
every 3 years and annually in the
Washington, DC, area.
U.S. Office of Personnel Management.
Kay Coles James,
Director.
[FR Doc. 02–6200 Filed 3–14–02; 8:45 am]
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Insurance Program Early Enrollment

AGENCY: Office of Personnel
Management.
ACTION: Notice of Federal Long Term
Care Insurance Early Enrollment.

SUMMARY: The Office of Personnel
Management, in conjunction with LTC
Partners, is announcing an early
enrollment for eligible persons to
submit applications for enrollment in
the Federal Long Term Care Insurance
Program. LTC Partners is an
organization formed by the John
Hancock and Metropolitan Life
Insurance Companies to provide long
term care insurance to eligible persons
under this Program.
DATES: Early enrollment will run from
March 25 through May 15, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: You
may call 1–800–LTC–FEDS (1–800–
582–3337) or visit www.ltcfeds.com for
information on applying during early
enrollment.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Long Term Care Insurance
Program early enrollment is an
opportunity for eligible persons to
submit applications for enrollment
before the open season begins on July 1,
2002. Early enrollment is designed for
persons who are already knowledgeable
about long term care insurance and do
not need the extensive educational
campaign that LTC Partners will
undertake before and during the open
season.

In our contacts with potential
applicants ever since the Program was
announced, we realized that there were
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