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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Vegetation Management for
Reforestation

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a
supplemental environmental impact
statement.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific
Southwest Region (Region) will prepare
a supplemental environmental impact
statement (SEIS) to the Region’s 1988
EIS ‘‘Vegetation Management for
Reforestation’’ as directed by the Court
in a recent United States District Court
Decision in Californians for Alternatives
to Toxics, Et Al. v. Michael Dombeck, Et
Al., CIV. S–00–2016 LKK/JFM. This
SEIS will analyze environmental effects
at the programmatic level on animal
endrocrine disruption, immunotoxicity,
and neurotoxicity, associated with the
use of the herbicides glyphosate and
triclopyr during reforestation projects in
the Region.
DATES: The public is not asked to
provide any additional information at
this time. A draft SEIS will be circulated
for public review in March, 2002. The
comment period for the draft SEIS will
extend 45 days from the date its
availability is published in the Federal
Register and the Sacramento Bee, the
Newspaper of Record. A final SEIS is
expected to be released in May, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Fiske, Team Leader, USDA Forest
Service, 1323 Club Drive, Vallejo, CA
94592. Phone number (707) 562–8687.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
The Region prepared a final

programmatic EIS ‘‘Vegetation
Management for Reforestation’’ in
December, 1988, and issued a Record of
Decision (ROD) in February, 1989. The

EIS analyzed and disclosed
environmental effects of eight
alternatives, six of which involved
application of up to thirteen different
herbicides, including glyphosate and
triclopyr. The selected alternative in the
ROD established broad Regional policy
as to methods that may be used to
control competing vegetation during
reforestation projects. This policy
permits consideration of all methods at
the project-specific planning level, but
requires that herbicides be used only
where essential to achieve the project-
specific resource management
objectives. This policy reflected
National USDA policy at that time. The
ROD also established specific
restrictions on uses of certain
herbicides.

A recent Court decision, based on a
lawsuit filed by the Californians for
Alternatives to Toxics and two other
organizations opposing implementation
of the Cottonwood Fire Vegetation
Management Project (Sierraville Ranger
District, Tahoe National Forest), ordered
the Forest Service to supplement this
programmatic EIS to disclose specific
environmental effects. These effects are
endrocrine disruption, immunotoxicity,
and neurotoxicity in humans and other
animals, associated with the use of
glyphosate and triclopyr during
reforestation projects in the Region.

Proposed Action

The Forest Service proposes to
Supplement the EIS, as directed by the
Court.

Scoping Process

This Notice of Intent will not initiate
an additional scoping process. The
Judge’s Order in Californians for
Alternatives to Toxics, Et Al. v. Michael
Dombeck, Et Al., CIV. S–00–2016 LKK/
JFM identified the scope of the draft
SEIS. No additional public comment is
invited on this proposal to prepare the
draft SEIS.

Decision To Be Made and Responsible
Official

The Regional Forester, Pacific
Southwest Region, will decide whether,
and if so how, to revise the ROD for the
EIS.

The responsible official is the
Regional Forester, 1323 Club Drive,
Vallejo, California 94592.

Coordination With Other Agencies
The Forest Service is the lead agency

with the responsibility to prepare this
draft SEIS. Other agencies and local
governments will be invited to
participate, as appropriate.

Commenting
A draft SEIS is expected to be

available for public review and
comment in March, 2002. The comment
period for the draft SEIS will extend 45
days from the date its availability is
published in the Federal Register and in
the Sacramento Bee, the Newspaper of
Record.

Comments received on the draft SEIS,
including names and addresses of those
who comment, will be considered part
of the public record for this proposed
action, and will be available for public
inspection. Additionally, pursuant to 7
CFR 1.27(d), any persons may request
the agency to withhold a submission
from the public record by showing how
the Freedom of Information (FOIA)
permits such confidentiality. Persons
requesting such confidentiality should
be aware that, under the FOIA,
confidentiality may be granted in only
very limited circumstances, such as to
protect trade secrets. The Forest Service
will inform the requester of the
Agency’s decision regarding the request
for confidentiality, and where the
request is denied, the Agency will
return the submission and notify the
requester that the comments may be
resubmitted with or without name and
address.

The Forest Service believes that it is
important to give reviewers notice of
several court rulings related to public
participation in the environmental
review process. First, reviews of draft
environmental impact statements must
structure their participation in the
environmental review of the proposal so
that it is meaningful and alerts the
agency to the reviewer’s position and
contentions. Vermont Yankee Nuclear
Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 533
(1978). Also, environmental objections
that could be raised at the draft
environmental impact statement stage,
but that are not raised until after
completion of the final environmental
impact statement, may be waived or
dismissed by the courts. City of Angoon
v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir.
1986) and Wisconsin Heritage, Inc. v.
Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334 (E.D. Wis.
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1980). Because of these court rulings, it
is very important that those interested
in this proposed action participate by
the close of the 45-day comment period
so that substantive comments and
objections are made available to the
Forest Service at a time when the
Agency can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
supplemental environmental impact
statement.

Comments on the draft SEIS should
be as specific as possible. It is also
helpful if comments refer to specific
pages or chapters of the draft
supplemental statement. Comments may
also address the adequacy of the draft
SEIS. Reviewers may wish to refer to the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR
1503.3 in addressing these points.

Dated: January 24, 2002.
Jack A. Blackwell,
Regional Forester, Pacific Southwest Region.
[FR Doc. 02–2310 Filed 1–30–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Olympic Provincial Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Olympic Province
Advisory Committee (OPAC) will meet
on February 22, 2002. The meeting will
be held at the Jamestown S’Klallam
Tribal Center in Blyn, Washington. The
meeting will begin at 9 a.m. and end at
approximately 3 p.m. Agenda topics are:
(1) Current status of key Forest issues;
(2) Status update on the Resource
Advisory Committees for Rural Schools
and Community Self-Determination Act
of 2000; (3) Vacant committee positions;
(4) Open forum; and (5) Public
comments.

All Olympic Province Advisory
Committee Meetings are open to the
public. Interested citizens are encourage
to attend.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Direct questions regarding this meeting
to Ken Eldredge, Province Liaison,
USDA, Olympic National Forest
Headquarters, 1835 Black Lake Blvd.
Olympia, WA 98512–5623, (360) 956–
2323 or Dale Hom, Forest Supervisor, at
(360) 956–2301.

Dated: January 22, 2002.
Dale Hom,
Forest Supervisor, Olympic National Forest.
[FR Doc. 02–2305 Filed 1–30–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Fresno County Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of Resource Advisory
meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in
the Federal Advisory Committee Act of
1972 (Pub. L. 92–463) and under the
secure Rural Schools and Community
Self-Determination Act of 2000 (Public
Law 106–393) the Sierra and Sequoia
National Forests’ Resource Advisory
Committee (RAC) for Fresno County
will meet on February 19, 2002, 6:30–
9:30 p.m. The Fresno County Resource
Advisory Committee will meet at the
Forest Supervisor’s office Clovis, CA.
The purpose of the meeting is for the
Resource Advisory Committee to receive
project proposals for recommendations
to the Forest Supervisor for expenditure
of Fresno County Title II funds.
DATES: The Fresno RAC meeting will be
held on February 19, 2002. The meeting
will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The Fresno County RAC
meeting will be held at the Sierra
National Forest Supervisor’s office, 1600
Tollhouse Road, CA.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sue
Exline, USDA, Sierra National Forest,
1600 Tollhouse Road, Clovis, CA 93611,
(559) 297–0706 ext. 4804; E-MAIL
skexline@fs.fed.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda
items to be covered include: (1) Review
and approve the Jan. 12, 2002 meeting
notes; (2) Review the purpose of the
RAC; (3) Consideration of Title II Project
proposals from the public, the RAC
members, the Pineridge/Kings River
Districts Ranger; and the Hume Lake
District Ranger; (4) Determine the date
and location of the next meeting; (5)
Public comment. The meeting is open to
the public. Public input opportunity
will be provided and individuals will
have the opportunity to address the
Committee at that time.

Dated: January 23, 2002.
Ray Porter,
District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 02–2285 Filed 1–30–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

North Gifford Pinchot National Forest
Resource Advisory Committee Meeting
Notice

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The North Gifford Pinchot
National Forest Resource Advisory
Committee will meet on Tuesday,
February 12, 2002, at the Lewis County
Law and Justice Center (old county
annex building), 345 West Main Street,
Chehalis, Washington. The meeting will
begin at 10 a.m. and continue until 5
p.m. The purpose of the meeting is to:

(1) Consider staffing needs,
(2) Discuss the project approval

process, and
(3) Provide for a Public Open Forum.
All North Gifford Pinchot National

Forest Resource Advisory Committee
meetings are open to the public.
Interested citizens are encouraged to
attend. The ‘‘open forum’’ provides
opportunity for the public to bring
issues, concerns, and discussion topics
to the Advisory Committee. The ‘‘open
forum’’ is scheduled as part of agenda
item (3) for this meeting. Interested
speakers will need to register prior to
the open forum period. The committee
welcomes the public’s written
comments on committee business at any
time.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Direct questions regarding this meeting
to Tom Knappenberger, Public Officer,
at (360) 891–5005, or written Forest
Headquarters Office, Gifford Pinchot
National Forest, 10600 NE. 51st Circle,
Vancouver, WA 98682.

Dated: January 25, 2002.
Claire Lavendel,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 02–2311 Filed 1–30–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

South Gifford Pinchot National Forest
Resource Advisory Committee Meeting
Notice

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The South Gifford Pinchot
National Forest Resource Advisory
Committee will meet on Thursday,
February 14, 2002, at the Skamania
County Public Works Department
basement located in the Courthouse
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