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Another proposal that was recently
approved is to provide CMAQ support
to a new rail service between Los
Angeles and Las Vegas. The State of
Nevada proposed to provide a relatively
small portion of the total cost of this
service using CMAQ funds. The
eligibility determination was based on
the particulate emission reductions to
be obtained within the Las Vegas
particulate matter nonattainment area.

Within Nevada, the project will begin
in the Las Vegas nonattainment area and
proceed southwesterly toward the
California State line, about 30 miles
away. Approximately half of that
distance is within the designated
nonattainment area; the remainder of
the distance within Nevada is not
designated. Within California, the entire
remaining distance is designated
nonattainment for particulate matter.
The western part of the route, closer to
Los Angeles is classified as a serious
nonattainment area. Thus, only about 15
miles of the approximately 275 mile
long project is outside of designated
areas. And, the emission benefits related
to moving people by train rather than by
automobile can only be obtained by a
continuous project, including the area
not designated.

Policy Decision

The FHWA and the FTA believe that
the current policy can serve the needs
of those high speed rail projects that are
eligible within the statutory authority of
23 U.S.C. 149. Under the current policy,
rail projects can be funded if they (1) are
located within, or in close proximity to,
nonattainment or maintenance areas, (2)
can demonstrate the projects’ emission
reductions are realized primarily within
the designated areas, and (3) meet other
criteria for CMAQ funding. There is no
compelling need to modify the policy at
this time. The determination that
proposals for CMAQ funding meet these
criteria should be made in close
collaboration with State and local
officials at transportation and air quality
agencies, including the MPO, and the
EPA, but the final determination of
CMAQ eligibility rests with the FHWA
and the FTA, as always.

Authority: 23 U.S.C. 149, 315; 49 CFR 1.48
and 1.51.

Issued on: January 9, 2002.
Mary E. Peters,
Administrator, Federal Highway
Administration.
Jennifer L. Dorn,
Federal Transit Administrator.
[FR Doc. 02–1164 Filed 1–15–02; 8:45 am]
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Stillwater Central Railroad, Inc.—
Acquisition Exemption—The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company

Stillwater Central Railroad, Inc.
(SCRR), a Class III rail carrier, has filed
a verified notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1150.41 to acquire from The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company and operate
approximately 119.73 miles of rail line
between milepost 549, at Wheatland,
OK, and milepost 668.73, at Long, OK.

The transaction was scheduled to be
consummated on or shortly after
December 28, 2001.

If the notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke does not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 34149, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on Karl Morell,
Esq., BALL JANIK LLP, 1455 F Street,
NW., Suite 225, Washington, DC 20005.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: January 4, 2002.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 02–766 Filed 1–15–02; 8:45 am]
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Craggy Mountain Line, Inc.—
Acquisition and Operation
Exemption—Norfolk Southern Railway
Co.

Craggy Mountain Line, Inc. (CMLX), a
noncarrier, has filed a verified notice of
exemption under 49 CFR part 1150.31 to
acquire and operate approximately 3.45
miles of rail line currently owned by
Norfolk Southern Railway Company
(NS). The line, known as the Asheville

to Craggy Branch, is a portion of the
former Southern Railroad located in
Woodfin Township, Buncombe County,
NC, and extends between the beginning
Survey Station ACM, 17+63=0100 in
Woodfin Township and the ending
Survey Station 123+00 ‘‘Asheville to
Southern’’ 17+97 in Woodfin Township.
CMLX certifies that its projected annual
revenues as a result of this transaction
will not result in the creation of a Class
I or Class II rail carrier, and further
certifies that its projected annual
revenues will not exceed $5 million.

The transaction was scheduled to be
consummated on or after December 31,
2001.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to reopen the
proceeding to revoke the exemption
under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) may be filed
at any time. The filing of a petition to
revoke will not automatically stay the
transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 34121, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on David R.
Payne, P.A., 218 East Chestnut St.,
Asheville, NC 28801.

Boards decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at
‘‘www.stb.dot.gov.’’

Decided: January 9, 2002.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 02–968 Filed 1–15–02; 8:45 am]
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Agency Information Collection;
Activity Under OMB Review; Report of
Financial and Operating Statistics for
Small Aircraft Operators

AGENCY: Bureau of Transportation
Statistics (BTS), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13, the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics invites the
general public, industry and other
governmental parties to comment on the
continuing need for and usefulness of
BTS collecting financial, traffic and
operating statistics from small
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