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Activity/Operator Location Date

Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas, Structure Removal Activity, SEA No.
ES/SR 01–083.

West Cameron (West Addition) Area, Block 408, Lease OCS–
G 10508, 64 miles south-southwest of Cameron Parish, Lou-
isiana, and 83 miles southeast of Sabine Pass, Texas.

10/17/01

Texaco Exploration and Production, Inc., Structure Removal Ac-
tivity, SEA Nos. ES/SR 01–084, 01–085, 01–086, 01–087 and
01–088.

South March Island (North Addition) Area, Blocks 217, 218,
238 and 239, Lease OCS 00310, between 8 to 11 miles
southwest and 6 miles south-southwest of Iberia Parish, Lou-
isiana, and 23 to 36 miles southeast of Intracoastal City,
Louisiana.

11/14/01

Texaco Exploration and Production, Inc., Structure Removal Ac-
tivity, SEA No. ES/SR 01–089.

Vermilion Area, Block 30, Lease OCS–G 04785, 7 miles south-
southeast of Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, and 21 miles south
of Intracoastal City, Louisiana.

11/27/01

Vastar Offshore, Inc., Structure Removal Activity, SEA No. ES/
SR 01–090.

South Pelto Area, Block 11, Lease OCS–G 00071, 8 miles
south of Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and 33 miles south-
southwest of Fourchon, Louisiana.

11/08/01

Denbury Resources Inc., Structure Removal Activity, SEA No.
ES/SR 01–091.

High Island (East Addition South Extension) Area, Block A–
286, Lease OCS–G 03486, 91 miles south-southeast of Gal-
veston County, Texas, and 105 miles south-southwest of
Cameron, Louisiana.

11/15/01

Maritech Resources, Inc., Structure Removal Activity, SEA Nos.
ES/SR 01–092, 01–093, 01–094, 01–095, 01–096, 01–097,
01–098, 01–099 and 01–100.

West Delta Area, Block 32, Leases OCS–G 00367 and 01332,
19 miles east-southeast of Grand Isle, Louisiana, and 10
miles south-southwest of Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.

11/28/01

Seneca Resources Corporation, Structure Removal Activity,
SEA No. ES/SR 01–101.

Vermilion Area (South Addition), Block 296, Lease OCS–G
09511, 114 miles southwest of Morgan City, Louisiana, and
78 miles south-southwest of Iberia Parish, Louisiana.

11/27/01

BP America, Inc., Structure Removal Activity, SEA No. ES/SR
01–102.

South Pelto Area, Block 11, Lease OCS–G 00071, 8 miles
south of Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and 33 miles south-
southwest of Fourchon, Louisiana.

11/16/01

Apex Oil & Gas, Inc., Structure Removal Activity, SEA No. ES/
SR 01–103.

East Cameron Area, Block 24, Lease OCS–G 04098, 5 miles
south-southwest of Cameron Parish, Louisiana, and 35 miles
east-southeast of Cameron, Louisiana.

12/10/01

Persons interested in reviewing
environmental documents for the
proposals listed above or obtaining
information about EAs and FONSIs
prepared for activities on the Gulf of
Mexico OCS are encouraged to contact
MMS at the address or telephone listed
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION section.

Dated: December 18, 2001.
Chris C. Oynes,
Regional Director, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region.
[FR Doc. 02–976 Filed 1–4–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–MR–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation

Review of Existing Coordinate Long
Range Operating Criteria for Colorado
River Reservoirs

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Operating Criteria for
Colorado River Reservoirs (Operating
Criteria), promulgated pursuant to
Public Law 90–537, were published in
the Federal Register on June 10, 1970.
The Operating Criteria state that the
Secretary will sponsor a formal review
of the Operation Criteria at least every
5 years. As part of that 5-year review
process, the Bureau of Reclamation

invites written comments regarding
whether the Operating Criteria should
be modified, and if so, how they should
be modified. The existing Operating
Criteria are included at the end of this
notice.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before March 18, 2002.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
mailed to: Regional Director, Attn:
BCOO–4600, Lower Colorado Region,
Bureau of Reclamation, P.O. Box 61470,
Boulder City, NV 89006–1470.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jayne Harkins at (702) 293–8190 or in
writing at Bureau of Reclamation, Lower
Colorado Region, P.O. Box 61470,
Boulder City, NV 89006–1470 or by
faxogram at (702) 293–8042 or Tom
Ryan at (801) 524–3732 or in writing at
Bureau of Reclamation, Upper Colorado
Region, 125 South State Street, Salt Lake
City, Utah 84138–1102. E-mail can be
sent to LROC_Review@lc.usbr.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Operating Criteria provided for the
coordinated long-range operation of the
reservoirs constructed and operated
under the authority of the Colorado
River Storage Project Act, the Boulder
Canyon Project Act, and the Boulder
Canyon Project Adjustment Act for the
purposes of complying with and
carrying out the provisions of the
Colorado River Compact, the Upper

Colorado River Basin Compact, and the
Mexican Water Treaty.

The Operating Criteria provide for a
review at least every 5 years with
participation by Colorado River Basin
state representatives as each Governor
may designate and other parties and
agencies as the Secretary of the Interior
may deem appropriate. As provided in
Public Law 102–575 (The Grand Canyon
Protection Act of 1992), the Secretary
also consults in this review process with
the general public including
representatives of academic and
scientific communities, environmental
organizations, the recreation industry,
and contractors for the purchase of
Federal power produced at Glen Canyon
Dam. This will be the sixth 5-year
review of the Operating Criteria since
their initial promulgation in 1970. The
Commissioner of the Bureau of
Reclamation shall be the authorized
agent of the Secretary of the Interior for
the purposes of conducting and
coordinating this review.

The Record of Decision, Colorado
River Interim Surplus Guidelines Final
Environmental Impact Statement
(Interim Surplus Guidelines) states that
5-year reviews of the Interim Surplus
Guidelines may be conducted and if so,
such reviews would be coordinated
with the Operating Criteria review. The
Interim Surplus Guidelines were signed
by former Secretary Bruce Babbit on
January 16, 2001, became effective in
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February 2001, and are to be applied in
2002. Accordingly, at this time, there is
no need for a review of the Interim
Surplus Guidelines.

Our practice is to make comments,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public
review. Individual respondents may
request that we withhold their home
address from public disclosure, which
we will honor to the extent allowable by
law. There also may be circumstances in
which we would withhold a
respondent’s identity from public
disclosure, as allowable by law. If you
wish us to withhold your name and/or
address, you must state this
prominently at the beginning of your
comment. We will make all submissions
from organizations or businesses, and
from individuals identifying themselves
as representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public disclosure in their entirety.

In addition to written comments,
open public meetings will be conducted
during calendar year 2002. Notification
of dates, times, and locations for public
meetings will be made through the
Federal Register, media outlets, and to
all respondents to this notice.

Dated: December 20, 2001.
John W. Keys, III,
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation.

Criteria for Coordinated Long-Range
Operation of Colorado River Reservoirs
Pursuant to the Colorado River Basin
Project Act of September 30, 1968 (Pub.
L. 90–537)

These Operating Criteria are
promulgated in compliance with
Section 602 of Public Law 90–537. They
are to control the coordinated long-
range operation of the storage reservoirs
in the Colorado River Basin constructed
under the authority of the Colorado
River Storage Act (hereinafter ‘‘Upper
Basin Storage Reservoirs’’) and the
Boulder Canyon Project Act (Lake
Mead). The Operating Criteria will be
administered consistent with applicable
Federal laws, the Mexican Water Treaty,
interstate compacts, and decrees relating
to the use of the waters of the Colorado
River.

The Secretary of the Interior
(hereinafter the ‘‘Secretary’’) may
modify the Operating Criteria from time
to time in accordance with Section
602(b) of Pub. L. 90–537. The Secretary
will sponsor a formal review of the
Operating Criteria at least every 5 years,
with participation by State
representatives as each Governor may
designate and such other parties and
agencies as the Secretary may deem
appropriate.

I. Annual Report

(1) On January 1, 1972, and on
January 1 of each year thereafter, the
Secretary shall transmit to the Congress
and to the Governors of the Colorado
River Basin States a report describing
the actual operation under the adopted
criteria for the preceding compact water
year and the projected plan of operation
for the current year.

(2) The plan of operation shall
include such detailed rules and
quantities as may be necessary and
consistent with the criteria contained
herein, and shall reflect appropriate
consideration of the uses of the
reservoirs for purposes, including flood
control, river regulation, beneficial
consumptive uses, power production,
water quality control, recreation,
enhancement of fish and wildlife, and
other environmental factors. The
projected plan of operation may be
revised to reflect the current hydrologic
conditions, and the Congress and the
Governors of the Colorado River Basin
States be advised of any changes by June
of each year.

II. Operation of Upper Basin Reservoirs

(1) The annual plan of operation shall
include a determination by the
Secretary of the quantity of water
considered necessary as of September
30 of each year to be in storage as
required by Section 602(a) of Pub. L.
90–537 (hereinafter ‘‘602(a) Storage’’).
The quantity of 602(a) Storage shall be
determined by the Secretary after
consideration of all applicable laws and
relevant factors, including, but not
limited to, the following:

(a) Historic streamflows;
(b) The most critical period of record;
(c) Probabilities of water supply;
(d) Estimated future depletions of the

upper basin, including the effects of
recurrence of critical periods of water
supply;

(e) The ‘‘Report of the Committee on
Probabilities and Test Studies to the
Task Force on Operating Criteria for the
Colorado River,’’ dated October 30,
1969, and such additional studies as the
Secretary deems necessary;

(f) The necessity to assure that upper
basing consumptive uses not be
impaired because of failure to store
sufficient water to assure deliveries
under Section 602(a)(1) and (2) of Pub.
L. 90.537.

(2) If, in the plan of operation, either:
(a) The Upper Basin Storage

Reservoirs active storage forecast for
September 30 of the current year is less
than the quantity of 602(a) Storage
determined by the Secretary under
Article II(1) hereof, for that date; or

(b) The Lake Powell active storage
forecast for that date is less than the
Lake Mead active storage forecast for
that date:

the objective shall be to maintain a
minimum release of water from
Lake Powell of 8.23 million acre-
feet for that year. However, for the
years ending September 30, 1971
and 1972, the release may be greater
than 8.23 million acre-feet if
necessary to deliver 75,000,000
acre-feet at Lee Ferry for the 10-year
period ending September 30, 1972.

(3) If, the plan of operation, the Upper
Basin Storage Reservoirs active storage
forecast for September 30 of the current
water year is greater than the quantity
of 602(a) Storage determination for that
date, water shall be released annually
from Lake Powell at a rate greater than
8.23 million acre-feet per year to the
extent necessary to accomplish any or
all of the following objectives:

(a) to the extent it can be reasonably
applied in the States of the Lower
Division to the uses specified in Article
III(e) of the Colorado River Compact, but
no such releases shall be made when the
active storage in Lake Powell is less
than the active storage in Lake Mead,

(b) to maintain, as nearly as
practicable, active storage in Lake Mead
equal to the active storage in Lake
Powell, and

(c) to avoid anticipated spills from
Lake Powell.

(4) In the application of Article II(3)(b)
herein, the annual release will be made
to the extent that it can be passed
through Glen Canyon Powerplant when
operated at the available capability of
the powerplant. Any water thus retained
in Lake Powell to avoid bypass of water
at the Glen Canyon Powerplant will be
released through the Glen Canyon
Powerplant as soon as practicable to
equalize the active storage in Lake
Powell and Lake Mead.

(5) Releases from Lake Powell
pursuant to these criteria shall not
prejudice the position of either the
upper or lower basin interests with
respect to required deliveries at Lee
Ferry pursuant to the Colorado River
Compact.

III. Operation of Lake Mead
(1) Water released from Lake Powell,

plus the tributary inflows between Lake
Powell and Lake Mead, shall be
regulated in Lake Mead and either
pumped from Lake Mead or released to
the Colorado River to meet requirements
as follows:

(a) Mexican Treaty obligations;
(b) Reasonable consumptive use

requirements of mainstream users in the
Lower Basin;
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(c) Net river losses;
(d) Net reservoir losses;
(e) Regulatory wastes.
(2) Until such time as mainstream

water is delivered by means of the
Central Arizona Project, the
consumptive use requirements of
Article III(1)(b) of these Operating
Criteria will be met.

(3) After commencement of delivery
of mainstream water by means of the
Central Arizona Project, the
consumptive use requirements of
Article III(1)(b) of these Operating
Criteria will be met to the following
extent:

(a) Normal: The annual pumping and
release from Lake Mead will be
sufficient to satisfy 7,500 acre-feet of
annual consumptive use in accordance
with the decree in Arizona v. California,
376 U.S. 340 (1964).

Surplus: The Secretary shall
determine from time to time when water
in quantities greater than ‘‘Normal’’ is
available for either pumping or release
from Lake Mead pursuant to Article
II(b)(2) of the decree in Arizona v.
California after consideration of all
relevant factors, including, but not
limited to, the following:

(i) the requirements stated in Article
III(1) of these Operating Criteria;

(ii) requests for water by holders of
water delivery contracts with the United
States, and of other rights recognized in
the decree in Arizona v. California;

(iii) actual and forecast quantities of
active storage in Lake Mead and the
Upper Basin Storage Reservoirs; and

(iv) estimated net inflow to Lake
Mead.

(c) Shortage: The Secretary shall
determine from time to time when
insufficient mainstream water is
available to satisfy annual consumptive
use requirements of 7,500,000 acre-feet
after consideration of all relevant
factors, including, but not limited to, the
following:

(i) The requirements stated in Article
III(1) of these Operating Criteria;

(ii) actual and forecast quantities of
active storage in Lake Mead;

(iii) estimated of net inflow to Lake
Mead for the current year;

(iv) historic streamflows, including
the most critical period of record;

(v) priorities set forth in Article II(A)
of the decree in Arizona v. California;
and

(vi) the purposes stated in Article I(2)
of these Operating Criteria.

The shortage provisions of Article
II(B)(3) of the decree in Arizona v.
California shall thereupon become
effective and consumptive uses from the
mainstream shall be restricted to the
extent determined by the Secretary to be

required Section 301(b) of Public Law
90–537.

IV. Definitions
(1) In addition to the definitions in

Section 606 of Pub. L. 90–537, the
following shall also apply:

(a) ‘‘Spills,’’ as used in Article II(3)(c)
herein, means water released from Lake
Powell which cannot be utilized for
project purposes, including, but not
limited to, the general of power and
energy.

(b) ‘‘Surplus,’’ as used in Article
III(3)(b) herein, is water which can be
used to meet consumptive use demands
in the three Lower Division States in
excess of 7,500,000 acre-feet annually.
The term ‘‘surplus’’ as used in these
Operating Criteria is not be construed as
applied to, being interpretive of, or in
any manner having reference to the term
‘‘surplus’’ in the Colorado River
Compact.

(c) ‘‘Net inflow to Lake Mead,’’ as
used in Article III(3) (b)(iv) and (c)(iii)
herein, represents the annual inflow to
Lake Mead in excess of losses from Lake
Mead.

(d) ‘‘Available capability,’’ used in
Article II(4) herein, means that portion
of the total capacity of the powerplant
that is physically available for
generation.

[FR Doc. 02–688 Filed 1–14–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–MN–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation

[Nevada, INT–DES 01–43]

Implementation Agreement,
Inadvertent Overrun and Payback
Policy and Related Federal Actions,
Colorado River in the Lower Basin

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability of and
public hearing for a draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS).

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, as amended, and the Council on
Environmental Quality’s Regulations for
Implementing the Procedural Provisions
of NEPA, the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) has issued a DEIS on the
proposed execution of an
Implementation Agreement (IA) that
would commit the Secretary of the
Interior (Secretary) to make Colorado
River water deliveries in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the IA
to enable certain southern California
water agencies to implement the

proposed Quantification Settlement
Agreement (QSA). (The QSA is an
agreement in principle among several
southern California water agencies. It
establishes a framework of conservation
measures and water transfers within
southern California for up to 75 years.
It provides a substantial mechanism for
California to reduce its diversions of
Colorado River water in normal years to
its 4.4 million acre-feet per year
apportionment.) The proposed Federal
action includes the following
components: Execution of an IA,
wherein the Secretary agrees to changes
in the amount and/or location of
deliveries of Colorado River water that
are necessary to implement the QSA;
adoption of an Inadvertent Overrun and
Payback Policy (IOP), which establishes
requirements for payback of inadvertent
overuse of Colorado River water by
Colorado River water users in Arizona,
California, and Nevada; and
implementation of biological
conservation measures to offset
potential impacts from the proposed
action that could occur to federally
listed fish and wildlife species.
Information on public hearings may be
found below in the DATES section.
DATES: A 60-day public review and
comment period begins with the filing
of the draft EIS with the Environmental
Protection Agency. Written comments
must be received no later than March
12, 2002 [see ADDRESSES, below].

Public hearings are scheduled to be
held to receive written or verbal
comments about the DEIS from
interested organizations and
individuals, on the adequacy with
which the EIS identifies and describes
the potential impacts associated with
approving and implementing the
proposed Federal action. The hearings
will be held at the following times and
locations:

• February 5, 2002, VFW Hall, 148 N.
First St., Blythe, California, 6:30–9:30
p.m.

• February 6, 2002, Henderson
Convention Center, 200 S. Water St.,
Henderson, Nevada, 2:00–5:00 p.m.

• February 7, 2002, Marriott Hotel
(Downtown), 333 S. Figueroa St., Los
Angeles, California, 2:00–5:00 p.m.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
Mr. Bruce Ellis, Chief, Environmental
Resources Management Division,
Bureau of Reclamation, Phoenix Area
Office (PXAO–1500), PO Box 81169,
Phoenix, AZ 85069–1169; fax number
(602) 216–4006.

A copy of the draft EIS is available
upon request from Ms. Janice Kjesbo,
Bureau of Reclamation, Phoenix Area
Office (PXAO–1500), PO Box 81169,
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