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well, located approximately 2.8 miles
from the facility. The well would draw
water from the deep basalt aquifer,
which is isolated from the shallow well
aquifer in the area. Process water from
the facility would be discharged either
for land application through nearby
irrigation district systems, land applied
on site for irrigation, or discharged to
the Lost River during periods allowed
by the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality.

The COB Energy Facility would
deliver electric power to the regional
power grid through an interconnection
to existing electric transmission lines
that cross the facility site. The facility
would tie into two or three of the
existing electric transmission lines,
owned by BPA, PacifiCorp, and
Portland General Electric. A
transmission planning study conducted
by the three utilities will determine the
optimal interconnection among the
transmission lines. The study also will
identify any upgrades to the existing
lines or the Malin Substation that may
be needed.

B. Process to Date

BPA is the lead Federal agency for the
project EIS. The State of Oregon Energy
Facility Siting Council is currently
evaluating the Notice of Intent to Apply
for a Site Certificate for the COB Energy
Facility. Oregon’s site evaluation
process, like NEPA, provides
opportunity for public participation,
and a public meeting will be held by
representatives from the Oregon Office
of Energy at the January 15 meeting in
Bonanza.

C. Alternatives Proposed for
Consideration

Alternatives thus far identified for
evaluation in the EIS are: (1) The
proposed action and (2) no action. Other
alternatives may be identified through
the scoping process.

D. Public Participation and
Identification of Environmental Issues

BPA intends to prepare an EIS
addressing both the COB Energy Facility
and the associated electric power
interconnection facilities. BPA has
established a 45-day scoping period
during which affected landowners,
concerned citizens, special interest
groups, local governments, and any
other interested parties are invited to
comment on the scope of the proposed
EIS. Scoping will help BPA ensure that
a full range of issues related to this
proposal is addressed in the EIS and
also will identify significant or
potentially significant impacts that may
result from the proposed project. When

completed, the Draft EIS will be
circulated for review and comment, and
BPA will hold a public comment
meeting on the Draft EIS. BPA will
consider and respond in the Final EIS
to comments received on the Draft EIS.

BPA decided to prepare the EIS for
the following reasons: (1) The COB
Energy Facility would depend on an
interconnect to existing electric
transmission lines that may include a
BPA line, (2) the interconnect could
require upgrades to the existing BPA
line, (3) the interconnection may
include a new substation on the site, (4)
the interconnection may require
upgrades to the BPA Malin Substation,
(5) the interconnect may result in other
system impacts identified in the
transmission study, and (6) no other
Federal or State agency is currently
preparing an EIS on the proposed
project. Because no other EIS is being
prepared, the scope of BPA’s EIS will
cover both the interconnection elements
and the COB Energy Facility itself.

The principal issues identified thus
far for consideration in the Draft EIS
with respect to the COB Energy Facility
are as follows: (1) Air and water quality
impacts, (2) noise impacts from plant
operation, (3) aesthetic impacts, (4)
socioeconomic impacts created by an
influx of construction workers into a
sparsely populated area, (5) impacts on
wildlife habitat, and (6) cultural
resource impacts. The principal issues
identified thus far for consideration in
the Draft EIS with respect to the electric
power transmission facilities are
impacts of electrical interconnection on
the grid system.

These issues, together with any
additional significant issues identified
through the scoping process, will be
addressed in the EIS.

Issued in Portland, Oregon, on December
21, 2001.

Stephen J. Wright,

Acting Administrator and Chief Executive
Officer.

[FR Doc. 02-210 Filed 1-3-02; 8:45 am|
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 271-062—Arkansas]

Entergy Arkansas, Inc.; Notice of
Availability of Environmental
Assessment

December 28, 2001.
In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and

the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380 (Order No.
486, 52 FR 47897), the Office of Energy
Projects has reviewed the application
for new license for the Carpenter-
Remmel Hydro Project, located on the
Ouachita River in Garland and Hot
Springs Counties, Arkansas, and has
prepared an Environmental Assessment
(EA). In the EA, the Commission staff
has analyzed the potential
environmental effects of the project and
has concluded that approval of the
project, with appropriate environmental
measures, would not constitute a major
Federal action significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment.

Copies of the EA are available for
review in the Public Reference Branch,
Room 2—A, of the Commission’s offices
at 888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC
20426. The EA may also be viewed on
the web at http://www.ferc.fed.gov using
the “RIMS” link, select “Docket#’ and
follow the instructions. Please call (202)
208-2222 for assistance.

Any comments should be filed within
45 days from the date of this notice and
should be addressed to Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street, NE., Room 1-A,
Washington, DC 20426. Please affix
“Carpenter-Remmel Hydroelectric
Project No. 271-062" to all comments.
For further information, contact Ed Lee
at (202) 219-2809. Comments may be
filed electronically via the Internet in
lieu of paper. See 18 CFR
385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions
on the Commission’s Web site under the
“e-Filing” link.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,
Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—-175 Filed 1-3—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. EL02-44-000]

Indeck Maine Energy, L.L.C.,
Complainant, v. ISO New England, Inc.,
Respondent; Notice of Complaint

December 28, 2001.

Take notice that on December 27,
2001, Indeck Maine Energy, L.L.C.
(Indeck Maine) filed a Complaint and
Request for Appointment of Settlement
Judgement against the ISO New
England, Inc. (ISO NE) requesting that
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (Commission) find (i) ISO-
NE’s actions in soliciting and
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