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Programs at the October 15, 2001
deadline.

Laura S. Nelson,

Advisory Committee Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 01-31874 Filed 12—27-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7536-01-M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC).

ACTION: Notice of pending NRC action to
submit an information collection
request to OMB and solicitation of
public comment.

SUMMARY: The NRC is preparing a
submittal to OMB for review of
continued approval of information
collections under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Information pertaining to the
requirement to be submitted:

1. The title of the information
collection: NRC Form 64, “Travel
Voucher (Part 1)” NRC Form 64A,
“Travel Voucher (Part 2)”” NRC Form
64B, “Optional Travel Voucher (Part
2)".
2. Current OMB approval number:
3150-0192.

3. How often the collection is
required: On occasion.

4. Who is required or asked to report:
Contractors, consultants and invited
NRC travelers who travel in the course
of conducting business for the NRC.

5. The number of annual respondents:
100.

6. The number of hours needed
annually to complete the requirement or
request: 100.

7. Abstract: As a part of completing
the travel process, the traveler must file
travel reimbursement vouchers and trip
reports. The respondent universe for the
above forms includes consultants and
contractors and those who are invited
by the NRC to travel, e.g., prospective
employees. Travel expenses that are
reimbursed are confined to those
expenses essential to the transaction of
official business for an approved trip.

Submit, by February 28, 2002,
comments that address the following
questions:

1. Is the proposed collection of
information necessary for the NRC to
properly perform its functions? Does the
information have practical utility?

2. Is the burden estimate accurate?

3. Is there a way to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected?

4. How can the burden of the
information collection be minimized,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology?

A copy of the draft supporting
statement may be viewed free of charge
at the NRC Public Document Room, One
White Flint North, 11555 Rockville
Pike, Room O-1 F23, Rockville, MD
20852. OMB clearance requests are
available at the NRC worldwide Web
site (http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/PUBLIC/
OMB/index.html). The document will
be available on the NRC home page site
for 60 days after the signature date of
this notice.

Comments and questions about the
information collection requirements
may be directed to the NRC Clearance
Officer, Brenda Jo. Shelton, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, T-6 E 6,
Washington, DC, 20555-0001, by
telephone at 301-415-7233, or by
Internet electronic mail at
BJS1@NRC.GOV.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 20th day
of December 2001.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Brenda Jo. Shelton,

NRC Clearance Officer, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 01-31924 Filed 12—27-01; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 50-219]

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
(Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating
Station); Exemption

I

AmerGen Energy Company (AmerGen
or the licensee) is the holder of Facility
Operating License No. DPR-16, which
authorizes operation of the Oyster Creek
Nuclear Generating Station at power
levels not to exceed 1930 megawatts
thermal. The facility consists of one
boiling-water reactor located at the
licensee’s site in Ocean County, New
Jersey. The license provides, among
other things, that the licensee is subject
to all rules, regulations, and orders of
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC or Commission) now
or hereafter in effect.

II

Section IV.F.2.b of Appendix E to
Title 10 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (10 CFR) part 50 requires

each licensee at each site to conduct an
exercise of its onsite emergency plan
every 2 years and indicates the exercise
may be included in the biennial exercise
required by paragraph 2.c. Paragraph 2.c
requires offsite plans for each site to be
exercised biennially with participation
by each offsite authority having a role
under the plan.

During such biennial exercises, the
NRC evaluates onsite emergency
preparedness activities and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) evaluates offsite emergency
preparedness activities. The licensee
successfully conducted a full-
participation exercise for Oyster Creek
on October 5, 1999. By letter dated
October 8, 2001, the licensee requested
an exemption from Section IV.F.2.c of
Appendix E regarding the conduct of a
full-participation exercise originally
scheduled for October 16, 2001.
Specifically, the licensee proposed
rescheduling the exercise originally
scheduled for October 16, 2001, to
sometime before the end of 2002.
However, the next exercise will
continue to be scheduled biennially
from 2001.

AmerGen is among several licensees
requesting exercise exemptions in the
wake of the National Emergency of
September 11, 2001. It is recognized that
it was not appropriate to conduct an
exercise during the period of disruption
and heightened security directly after
the National Emergency. The State of
New Jersey was initially involved with
the recovery response to the National
Emergency and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) Region II
is deeply involved with recovery efforts
in New York City. Further, New Jersey
has been deeply involved with the
response to mail-based terrorism in the
weeks that followed the National
Emergency. Considering the
extraordinary circumstances, a
schedular exemption was expected and
is acceptable. However, in this period of
heightened security concerns regarding
nuclear plant vulnerability, it is prudent
to conduct the full-participation
exercise as soon as practical to
demonstrate (and maintain) readiness.

The licensee is faced with a difficult
task to coordinate and schedule an
exercise that involves multiple
governmental agencies at the Federal,
State, and local level. Many local
response organizations depend on
volunteers. In order to accommodate
this difficult task, the NRC has allowed
licensees to schedule full-participation
exercises at any time during the
calendar biennium. This gives the
licensee the flexibility to schedule the
exercise within a 12- to 36-month
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window and still meet the biennial
requirement specified in the regulations.

The licensee requested relief from
section IV.F.2.c of Appendix E to 10
CFR part 50. Although the intent of the
request is clear, i.e., the need to
postpone the biennial exercise, the
citation of regulations to accomplish
that intent may not be complete. Section
IV.F.2.b of Appendix E to 10 CFR part
50 may also be cited for completeness.
The Commission’s analysis
encompassed the technical issues
necessary to grant a schedular
exemption from sections IV.F.2.b and c
for the conduct of the biennial exercise.

The Commission, pursuant to 10 CFR
50.12(a)(1), may grant exemptions from
the requirements of 10 CFR part 50 that
are authorized by law, will not present
an undue risk to public health and
safety, and are consistent with the
common defense and security. The
Commission, however, pursuant to 10
CFR 50.12(a)(2), will not consider
granting an exemption unless special
circumstances are present. Under 10
CFR 50.12(a)(2)(v), special
circumstances are present whenever the
exemption would provide only
temporary relief from the applicable
regulation and the licensee or applicant
has made good faith efforts to comply
with the regulation.

111

The licensee requests a one-time
change in the schedule for the next
biennial exercise for Oyster Creek.
Subsequent biennial exercises for Oyster
Creek would be scheduled at no greater
than 2-year intervals in accordance with
10 CFR part 50, Appendix E, section
IV.F.2.c. Accordingly, the exemption
would provide only temporary relief
from that regulation, in that the next
biennial exercise is scheduled to take
place in 2003.

As indicated in the licensee’s request
for an exemption of October 8, 2001, the
licensee had originally scheduled a full-
participation exercise for October 16,
2001. As further set forth in that letter,
however, AmerGen requested a
schedular exemption as a result of the
national security threat in the United
States, and the response, recovery, and
other activities associated with the
September 11, 2001, attacks on the
World Trade Center. AmerGen is among
several licensees requesting exercise
exemptions in the wake of the national
emergency of September 11, 2001. It is
recognized that it was not appropriate to
conduct an exercise during the period of
disruption and heightened security
directly after the national emergency.
However, in this period of continued
heightened security concerns regarding

nuclear plant vulnerability, it is prudent
to conduct the exercise as soon as
practical to demonstrate and maintain
readiness.

The staff completed its evaluation of
the licensee’s request for an exemption.
The State of New Jersey was initially
involved with the recovery response to
the national emergency and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Region II is deeply involved
with recovery efforts in New York City.
Further, New Jersey has been deeply
involved with the response to mail-
based terrorism in the weeks that
followed the national emergency. The
staff considered the schedule and
resource issues resulting from the
national emergency, and the fact that
AmerGen conducted the previous
Opyster Creek full participation exercise
on October 5, 1999.

Oyster Creek successfully conducted a
full-participation exercise in October 5,
1999, which was evaluated by the NRC
(Inspection Report No. 50-219/99-06)
and FEMA (Final Exercise Report Oyster
Creek December 29, 2000). The licensee
was scheduled to conduct a biennial full
participation exercise on October 16,
2001. The requested exemption is to
postpone that exercise and conduct it
during 2002. The interval between
biennial exercises could be as long as 39
months, if the exercise were conducted
in December of 2002. This is a bit
outside the normal parameters of
exercise conduct, in which a period of
36 months is acceptable, as long as the
sequential exercises are conducted
within the calender biennium. However,
given the circumstances and the fact
that other 2001 exercises in NRGC Region
I will be rescheduled for 2002, this time
frame is acceptable. To reschedule this
exercise, AmerGen will have to
coordinate with local and State
supporting agencies as well as NRC
Region I and FEMA Region II. This
effort will be complicated by the fact
that NRC and FEMA will have to
support the normally scheduled
exercises in addition to the rescheduled
exercises during 2002. The increased
flexibility requested by the licensee may
be necessary for scheduling of Federal
resources more so than local or utility
resources.

The licensee provided a description of
recently completed drills and training
evolutions, as well as the planned
training and drill schedule for the next
year. The previous Oyster Creek full-
participation exercise was conducted on
October 5, 1999. The results of this
exercise determined that the overall
performance of the emergency response
organization demonstrated that onsite
emergency plans are adequate and that

the organization is capable of
implementing these plans (reference
NRC Inspection Report No. 50-219/99—
06.) One exercise weakness involving
technical support center
communications was identified and the
licensee stated that prompt corrective
actions were implemented. The State of
New Jersey and local governments fully
participated in the October 5, 1999
exercise. The licensee stated that
corrective actions are complete for the
only area requiring corrective action,
which involved a facsimile machine
problem.

Subsequent to the October 5, 1999 full
participation exercise, Oyster Creek
conducted emergency response drills on
March 29, 2000, May 11, 2000, May 17,
2000, May 18, 2000, and an annual
exercise on September 20, 2000. The
May 11, 17, and 18, 2000, drills were
specifically conducted as proficiency
enhancing drills for new emergency
response team personnel. The
September 20, 2000, annual exercise
included active participation by the
New Jersey Office of Emergency
Management. These drills and the self-
evaluated annual exercise satisfy the
drill requirements of 10 CFR part 50,
Appendix E, section IV.F.2.b. Overall
performance throughout these drills and
exercises demonstrated successful
implementation of the Emergency Plan
and its Implementing Procedures.
AmerGen stated that issues identified
during these drills, exercises, and
associated critiques are being resolved
under the Oyster Creek corrective action
program. AmerGen has determined that
there will be no decrease in safety as a
result of this exemption. Additionally,
Oyster Creek conducted a training drill
on July 11, 2001, a pre-exercise drill on
September 4, 2001, and an additional
pre-exercise drill on September 24,
2001. The State of New Jersey and local
governments have maintained
radiological emergency preparedness by
participating in the September 4, 2001,
drill. Offsite agencies have completed,
without issue, all of the out-of-sequence
exercise demonstrations, encompassing
FEMA Objective Nos. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21, and 22, in conjunction with the
previously planned October 16, 2001,
full-participation exercise. Completion
of these exercise demonstrations
provides added assurance of emergency
response preparedness.

AmerGen has stated that, on a
continuing basis, measures will be taken
to maintain emergency preparedness at
Opyster Creek. The existing training and
drill schedule currently in place for
emergency response activities will
remain in place and adjusted as
necessary to ensure the readiness of



67328

Federal Register/Vol. 66, No. 249/Friday, December 28, 2001/ Notices

both onsite and offsite emergency
response personnel. This includes
annual training, requalification, and
participation drills for onsite emergency
responders. It appears that these
measures will maintain an adequate
level of emergency preparedness during
this period.

Licensee representatives meet
routinely with State and local
emergency management and have
discussed rescheduling of the biennial
exercise with these groups. K. Hayden,
Captain, Acting Commanding Officer of
the New Jersey State Police Emergency
Management Section, has submitted a
similar exemption request to FEMA RIL

The national emergency of September
11, 2001, rendered the conduct of a
nuclear power plant exercise in the
previously scheduled time frame
inappropriate. Application of the
applicable regulation would not serve
the underlying purpose of the rule, in
that diversion of public agency attention
from recovery from the national
emergency and management of the mail
based terrorist events in New Jersey
would not contribute to public health
and safety. Postponement of exercise
conduct is a benefit to public health and
safety that compensates for any decrease
in safety that may result. Additionally,
the licensees drill program includes
offsite agency participation and is a
compensating measure contributing to
justification of the exemption. The
exemption only provides temporary
relief from the applicable regulation, in
that AmerGen has committed to conduct
the exercise during the next calendar
year (2002). AmerGen made a good faith
effort to conduct the exercise and
comply with regulations. The
circumstances dictating the request for
exemption are beyond the licensee’s
control. The regulations of this part do
allow for the postponement of exercises
and the regulations have been invoked
for appropriate circumstances. This
being the case, the occasional need to
postpone exercises was considered as a
potential circumstance. The NRC staff
has determined that conduct of the full-
participation exercise as early as
practical in 2002 is prudent even though
the licensee is expected to conduct
another full-participation exercise in
2003. Accordingly, the licensee made a
good faith effort to comply with the
schedule requirements of Appendix E
for full-participation exercises. The staff
finds the request acceptable.

v

Accordingly, the Commission has
determined that, pursuant to 10 CFR
part 50, Appendix E, this exemption is
authorized by law, will not present an

undue risk to the public health and
safety, and is consistent with the
common defense and security. Further,
the Commission has determined,
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.12(a), that special
circumstances of 10 CFR 50.12(a)(v) are
applicable in that the exemption would
provide only temporary relief from the
applicable regulation and the licensee
has made good faith efforts to comply
with the regulation. Therefore, the
Commission hereby grants AmerGen a
one-time schedular exemption from the
requirements to conduct an exercise of
its onsite and offsite (with full-
participation by each offsite authority
having a role under the plan) emergency
plans every 2 years as required by
sections IV.F.2.b and c of Appendix E to
10 CFR part 50. This conclusion is
based on AmerGen’s commitment to
conduct the postponed exercise in 2002.
The staff recommends that AmerGen
schedule the exercise as early as
practical in 2002, but the exemption is
not predicated on AmerGen following
this recommendation.

Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.32, the
Commission has determined that the
granting of this exemption will have no
significant impact on the quality of the
human environment (66 FR 65520).

This exemption is effective upon
issuance.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 21st day
of December 2001.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Ledyard B. Marsh,

Acting Director, Division of Licensing Project
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 01-31932 Filed 12—27-01; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. 50-317 and 50-318]

Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, Inc.
(Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant,
Unit Nos. 1 and 2); Exemption

I

Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant,
Inc. (CCNPPI or the licensee) is the
holder of Facility Operating License
Nos. DPR-53 and DPR—69, which
authorizes operation of the Calvert Cliffs
Nuclear Power Plant (CCNPP), Unit Nos.
1 and 2 at power levels not to exceed
2700 megawatts thermal. The facility
consists of two pressurized-water
reactors located at the licensee’s site in
Calvert County, Maryland. The license
provides, among other things, that the
licensee is subject to all rules,
regulations, and orders of the Nuclear

Regulatory Commission (NRC, the
Commission) now or hereafter in effect.

1I

Title 10 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (10 CFR), part 50, Appendix
E, section IV.F.2.b requires each
licensee at each site to conduct an
exercise of its onsite emergency plan
every 2 years and indicates the exercise
may be included in the full
participation biennial exercise required
by paragraph 2.c of the same section. In
addition, licensees are to take actions
necessary to ensure that adequate
emergency response capabilities are
maintained during the interval between
biennial exercises by conducting drills.
Paragraph 2.c requires offsite plans for
each site to be exercised biennially with
full participation by each offsite
authority having a role under the plan.
Normally during such biennial full
participation exercises, the NRC
evaluates onsite, and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) evaluates offsite, emergency
preparedness activities.

By letter dated September 28, 2001,
the licensee requested an exemption
from section IV.F.2.c of Appendix E
regarding the conduct of a full-
participation exercise originally
scheduled for September 25, 2001.
Specifically, the licensee proposed
rescheduling the exercise originally
scheduled for September 25, 2001, to
sometime prior to December 31, 2002.
However, the next full-participation
exercise will continue to be scheduled
biennially from 2001.

CCNPPI is among several licensees
requesting schedular exemptions for
emergency exercises in the wake of the
national emergency of September 11,
2001. It is recognized that it was not
appropriate to conduct an exercise
during the period of disruption and
heightened security after the national
emergency. Considering the
extraordinary circumstances, a
schedular exemption is appropriate.
However, in this period of heightened
security concerns regarding nuclear
plant vulnerability, it is prudent to
conduct the full-participation exercise
as soon as practical to demonstrate and
maintain readiness.

The licensee is faced with a difficult
task to coordinate and schedule an
exercise that involves multiple
governmental agencies at the Federal,
State, and local level. Many local
response organizations depend on
volunteers. In order to accommodate
this difficult task, the NRC has allowed
licensees to schedule full participation
exercises at any time during the
calendar biennium. This gives the
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