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§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
removing Amendment 39–11039 (64 FR
7494, February 16, 1999), and by adding
a new airworthiness directive (AD),
Amendment 39–12523, to read as
follows:
2001–24–07 Agusta S.p.A.: Amendment 39–

12523. Docket No. 2001–SW–15–AD.
Supersedes AD 98–19–04, Amendment
39–11039, Docket No. 98–SW–40–AD.

Applicability: Model A109C, A109E, and
A109K2 helicopters, with main rotor blade
(blade), part number (P/N) 709–0130–01—all
dash numbers, having a serial number (S/N)
up to and including S/N 1428 with a prefix
of either ‘‘EM–’’ or ‘‘A5–’’ installed,
certificated in any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in
the area subject to the requirements of this
AD. For helicopters that have been modified,
altered, or repaired so that the performance
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (f) of this AD. The
request should include an assessment of the
effect of the modification, alteration, or repair
on the unsafe condition addressed by this
AD; and if the unsafe condition has not been
eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required within 10 hours
time-in-service (TIS), unless accomplished
previously, and thereafter at intervals not to
exceed 25 hours TIS.

To prevent failure of a blade tip cap,
excessive vibration, and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter, accomplish the
following:

(a) Tap inspect the upper and lower sides
of each tip cap for bonding separation
between the metal shells and the honeycomb
core using a steel hammer, P/N 109–3101–
58–1, or a coin (quarter) in the area indicated
as honeycomb core on Figure 1 of Agusta
Alert Bollettino Tecnico Nos. 109–106,
109K–22, or 109EP–1, all Revision B, and
dated December 19, 2000 (ABT), as
applicable. Also, tap inspect for bonding
separation in the tip cap to blade bond area
(no bonding voids are permitted in this area).

(b) Visually inspect the upper and lower
sides of each blade tip cap for swelling or
deformation.

(c) Dye-penetrant inspect the tip cap
leading edge along the welded joint line of
the upper and lower tip cap skin shells for
a crack in accordance with the Compliance
Instructions, paragraph 3, of the applicable
ABT.

(d) If any swelling, deformation, crack, or
bonding separation that exceeds the
prescribed limits in the applicable
maintenance manual is found, replace the
blade with an airworthy blade.

(e) Replacement blades affected by this AD
must comply with the repetitive inspection
requirements of this AD. Replacing an
affected blade with a blade having an
airworthy blade tip cap, P/N 709–0103–29–

109, is terminating action for the
requirements of this AD for that blade.

(f) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Regulations
Group, Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
an FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector,
who may concur or comment and then send
it to the Manager, Regulations Group.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Regulations Group.

(g) A special flight permit may be issued
under 14 CFR 21.197 and 21.199 to operate
the helicopter to a location where the
requirements of this AD can be
accomplished. No special flight permit will
be issued for any flight with a known tip cap
crack.

(h) The inspections shall be done in
accordance with Figure 1 and paragraph 3 of
Agusta Alert Bollettino Tecnico Nos. 109–
106, 109K–22, or 109EP–1, all Revision B,
and dated December 19, 2000. This
incorporation by reference was approved by
the Director of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51. Copies may be obtained from Agusta,
21017 Cascina Costa di Samarate (VA) Italy,
Via Giovanni Agusta 520, telephone 39
(0331) 229111, fax 39 (0331) 229605–222595.
Copies may be inspected at the FAA, Office
of the Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas; or at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700,
Washington, DC.

(i) This amendment becomes effective on
January 7, 2002.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Ente Nazionale per l’Aviazionne Civile
(Italy) AD’s 2000–571, 2000–572, and 2000–
573, all dated December 22, 2000.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on November
21, 2001.
Eric Bries,
Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 01–29591 Filed 11–30–01; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD),

applicable to certain Short Brothers
Model SD3 series airplanes, that
requires repetitive tests (checks) of the
engine power lever to ensure that the
fuel control unit (FCU) lever is
contacting the maximum stop,
adjustment of the FCU rigging, if
necessary, and an engine ground run for
correct gas generator rotational speed.
This AD also requires a static reduced
power check on each engine to ensure
correct operation of the reserve takeoff
power (RTOP) system; and follow-on
actions, if necessary. This action is
necessary to prevent failure of the
engines to reach adequate RTOP boost
during takeoff, which could result in
reduced controllability of the airplane.
This action is intended to address the
identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective January 7, 2002.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of January 7,
2002.
ADDRESSES: The service information
referenced in this AD may be obtained
from Short Brothers, Airworthiness &
Engineering Quality, P.O. Box 241,
Airport Road, Belfast BT3 9DZ,
Northern Ireland. This information may
be examined at the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, Rules Docket,
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Todd Thompson, Aerospace Engineer,
International Branch, ANM–116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055–4056; telephone (425) 227–1175;
fax (425) 227–1149.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
include an airworthiness directive (AD)
that is applicable to certain Short
Brothers Model SD3 series airplanes
was published in the Federal Register
on August 28, 2001 (66 FR 45196). That
action proposed to require repetitive
tests (checks) of the power lever
movement of the fuel control unit (FCU)
lever to ensure the lever is contacting
the maximum stop, adjustment of the
FCU rigging, if necessary, and an engine
ground run for correct gas generator
rotational speed. That action also
proposed to require a static reduced
power check on each engine to ensure
correct operation of the reserve takeoff
power system; and follow-on actions, if
necessary.
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Comments
Interested persons have been afforded

an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment. Due
consideration has been given to the
single comment received.

Remove Repetitive Tests/Checks
The commenter requests that the FAA

revise the proposed AD to remove the
requirement for repetitive tests (checks)
every 90 days. The commenter suggests
that, after the initial tests, the tests
should only be repeated after the FCU
is replaced or during a ‘‘Hot Section’’
inspection.

We do not concur with the
commenter’s request. The commenter
provides no justification for its request
and no data to support that its
suggestion would provide an acceptable
level of safety. No change to the final
rule is necessary in this regard.

Explanation of New Relevant Service
Information

Since the issuance of the proposed
AD, the manufacturer has issued Shorts
Service Bulletins SD3 SHERPA–71–2,
SD360 SHERPA–71–2, SD360–71–19,
and SD330–71–24; all Revision 1; all
dated August 2, 2001. The proposed
rule referenced the original issues of
these service bulletins, all dated
February 5, 2001, as the appropriate
sources of service information for
accomplishment of the proposed
actions. The actions in Revision 1 are
essentially similar to those in the
original issue of the service bulletins.
Revision 1 of all four service bulletins
corrects minor errors and clarifies
certain procedures for the static reduced
power check on each engine.
Accordingly, the FAA has revised
paragraph (a) of this final rule to refer
to Revision 1 of the service bulletins as
the appropriate sources of service
information for the actions required by
that paragraph. Also, the FAA has
added a new Note 2 to this final rule
(and re-lettered subsequent notes
accordingly) to give credit for tests,
checks, and follow-on actions
accomplished before the effective date
of this AD per the original issue of the
applicable service bulletin.

Explanation of Changes to Terminology
For clarification, the FAA has revised

the ‘‘Summary’’ section and paragraph
(a) of the proposed AD to clarify certain
terminology concerning the test of the
engine power lever to ensure that the
lever is contacting the maximum stop.

Conclusion
After careful review of the available

data, the FAA has determined that air

safety and the public interest require the
adoption of the rule with the changes
described previously. The FAA has
determined that these changes will
neither increase the economic burden
on any operator nor increase the scope
of the AD.

Cost Impact
The FAA estimates that 46 Model SD3

series airplanes of U.S. registry will be
affected by this AD, that it will take
approximately 3 work hours per
airplane to accomplish the required
tests (checks), and that the average labor
rate is $60 per work hour. Based on
these figures, the cost impact of this AD
on U.S. operators is estimated to be
$8,280, or $180 per airplane.

The cost impact figure discussed
above is based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the requirements of this AD action, and
that no operator would accomplish
those actions in the future if this AD
were not adopted. The cost impact
figures discussed in AD rulemaking
actions represent only the time
necessary to perform the specific actions
actually required by the AD. These
figures typically do not include
incidental costs, such as the time
required to gain access and close up,
planning time, or time necessitated by
other administrative actions.

Regulatory Impact
The regulations adopted herein will

not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national Government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, it is
determined that this final rule does not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this action (1) Is not a
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3)
will not have a significant economic
impact, positive or negative, on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has
been prepared for this action and it is
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it may be obtained from the Rules
Docket at the location provided under
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation

safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration amends part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]
2. Section 39.13 is amended by

adding the following new airworthiness
directive:
2001–24–09 Short Brothers PLC:

Amendment 39–12525. Docket 2001–
NM–113–AD.

Applicability: All Model SD3–SHERPA,
SD3–60, and SD3–60 SHERPA series
airplanes; and Model SD3–30 series airplanes
having PT6A–45R series engines; certificated
in any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (b) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent failure of the engines to reach
adequate reserve takeoff power (RTOP) boost
during takeoff, which could result in reduced
controllability of the airplane, accomplish
the following:

Repetitive Inspections/Corrective Action

(a) Within 100 flight cycles or 90 days after
the effective date of this AD, whichever
comes later: Do a test (check) of the engine
power lever to ensure that the fuel control
unit (FCU) lever is contacting the maximum
stop, and adjust the FCU rigging if the lever
is not contacting the stop; do an engine
ground run for correct gas generator
rotational speed; and do a static reduced
power check on each engine to ensure correct
operation of the RTOP system; per Shorts
Service Bulletin SD3 SHERPA–71–2, SD360
SHERPA–71–2, SD360–71–19, or SD330–71–
24; all Revision 1; all dated August 2, 2001;
as applicable. Before further flight, do any
follow-on actions necessary (includes a
functional check of the RTOP solenoid,
replacement of any defective RTOP solenoid
with a new solenoid, adjustment of the RTOP
system if system fails to provide adequate
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boost, adjustment to the torque of the FCU Ng
servo valve, test for leakage or restrictions of
the FCU pnuematic system, or overhaul of
the FCU), per the applicable service bulletin.
Repeat the tests (checks) after that at intervals
not to exceed 90 days.

Note 2: Tests, checks, and follow-on
actions accomplished before the effective
date of this AD per Shorts Service Bulletin
SD3 SHERPA–71–2, SD360 SHERPA–71–2,
SD360–71–19, or SD330–71–24; all dated
February 5, 2001; as applicable; are
acceptable for compliance with paragraph (a)
of this AD.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(b) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager,
International Branch, ANM–116, Transport
Airplane Directorate, FAA. Operators shall
submit their requests through an appropriate
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who
may add comments and then send it to the
Manager, International Branch, ANM–116.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the International Branch,
ANM–116.

Special Flight Permits

(c) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Incorporation by Reference

(d) The actions shall be done in accordance
with Shorts Service Bulletin SD3 SHERPA–
71–2, Revision 1, dated August 2, 2001;
Shorts Service Bulletin SD360 SHERPA–71–
2, Revision 1, dated August 2, 2001; Shorts
Service Bulletin SD360–71–19, Revision 1,
dated August 2, 2001; or Shorts Service
Bulletin SD330–71–24, Revision 1, dated
August 2, 2001; as applicable. This
incorporation by reference was approved by
the Director of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51. Copies may be obtained from Short
Brothers, Airworthiness & Engineering
Quality, P.O. Box 241, Airport Road, Belfast
BT3 9DZ, Northern Ireland. Copies may be
inspected at the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; or at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

Note 4: The subject of this AD is addressed
in British airworthiness directives 002–02–
2001, 003–02–2001, 004–02–2001, and 005–
02–2001.

Effective Date

(e) This amendment becomes effective on
January 7, 2002.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
November 21, 2001.
Kalene C. Yanamura,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 01–29590 Filed 11–30–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Minerals Management Service

30 CFR Part 256

RIN 1010–AC68

Leasing of Sulphur or Oil and Gas in
the Outer Continental Shelf—Revision
of Requirements Governing Surety
Bonds for Outer Continental Shelf
Leases

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service
(MMS), Interior.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule modifies
requirements governing surety bonds for
activities on the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS). These changes codify the terms
and conditions under which a surety
will be relieved of responsibility when
MMS terminates the period of liability
of a bond. Codifying these terms and
conditions is necessary to clarify the
responsibilities of the lessee and the
surety after the lease expires.
DATES: This rule is effective January 2,
2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Mirabella, Engineering and Operations
Division, (703) 787–1600.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: OCS
lessees must comply with regulations
governing operations, payments of rents
and royalties, and end-of-lease
obligations. To ensure that the lessee
will be financially able to meet all
requirements, including end-of-lease
requirements, MMS requires the lessee
to post a bond. This rule amends the
provisions of 30 CFR 256.58 concerning
the cancellation of a bond.

It sometimes happens that a problem
arising during the period covered by a
bond is only discovered after the
coverage period ends. For example, an
audit may reveal that the lessee owes us
additional royalty. As a rare example, a
plugged well may start to leak. In either
case, the lessee is responsible for
correcting the problem.

This rule addresses how long MMS
will hold a bond to ensure that
situations of this type are covered. The
current regulation does not set a limit
on the period that MMS may continue
to hold the bond company responsible

for a problem that occurs during the
liability period.

On January 8, 2001, MMS published
a proposed rule in the Federal Register
(66 FR 1277). The rule provides for a
period of 7 years (plus such additional
time taken for appeals or litigation)
during which MMS may hold the bond
to cover any claims based upon
obligations that accrued during the
liability period. During this 7-year
period, we will retain security or
collateral pledged to us in lieu of a
surety. We will cancel the bond after 7
years. We believe that the 7-year period
provides adequate protection to the
Government and will provide a measure
of certainty to bond companies.

The 7-year provision applies to all
base bonds, unless we find that less
security needs to be retained. If you are
a supplemental bond provider, this rule
would release you from liability after
completion of the bonded work, unless
we find that potential liability is greater
than the amount of the base bond. We
will normally release the supplemental
bond upon completion of the bonded
work because, in most cases, we
anticipate that the general bond will be
sufficient to cover our estimate of
potential residual liabilities.

The rule does not change the
provision in 30 CFR 256.58(c) that
allows MMS to reinstate your bond in
extraordinary circumstances. That
provision allows us to reinstate your
bond as if no cancellation or release had
occurred if: (1) You make a payment
under the lease and the payment is
rescinded or must be repaid by the
recipient because you are insolvent,
bankrupt, subject to reorganization, or
placed in receivership; or (2) you
represent to us that you have discharged
your obligations under the lease and
your representation was materially false.

The notice of proposed rulemaking
requested comments during a 60-day
public comment period. MMS received
three comment letters during the
comment period—one from an oil
company, one from a trade association
representing companies that write
surety bonds, and one from an
individual representing two companies
that provide surety bonds for the OCS.

One comment requested clarification
of how termination and cancellation of
a bond will affect responsibilities of the
surety and the lessee. Termination of
the period of liability is important
because it ends the surety’s
responsibility for further activities on a
lease. The surety is responsible for all
obligations that accrue during the
period of liability. Accrued obligations
include those associated with plugging
of wells drilled and removal of
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