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proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
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petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Notice of Proposed Change to Section
IV of the Virginia Field Office Technical
Guide

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of
proposed changes in the Virginia NRCS
Field Office Technical Guide for review
and comment.

SUMMARY: It has been determined by the
NRCS State Conservationist for Virginia
that changes must be made in the NRCS
Field Office Technical Guide
specifically in practice standards: # 362,
Diversion; # 382, Fence; # 511, Forest
Harvest Management; # 552, Irrigation
Pit or Regulating Reservoir; # 441,
Irrigation System, Microirrigation; #
442, Irrigation System, Sprinkler; #
430DD, Irrigation Water Conveyance,
High-Pressure, Underground, Plastic; #
460, Land Clearing; # 453, Land
Reclamation, Landslide Treatment; #
454, Land Reclamation, Subsidence
Treatment; # 512, Pasture and Hayland
Planting; # 558, Roof Runoff Structure;
# 574, Spring Development; # 607,
Surface Drainage, Field Ditch; # 620,
Underground Outlet; # 472, Use
Exclusion, # 658, Wetland Creation; #
659, Wetland Enhancement to account
for improved technology. These
practices will be used to plan and install
conservation practices on cropland,
pastureland, woodland, and wildlife

land.

DATES: Comments will be received on or
before Novemebr 2, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Inquire in writing to M. Denise Doetzer,
State Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), 1606
Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209, Richmond,
Virginia 23229-5014; Telephone

number (804) 287—1665; Fax number
(804) 287—-1736. Copies of the practice
standards will be made available upon
written request to the address shown
above or on the Virginia NRCS web site
http://www.va.nrcs.usda.gov/
DataTechRefs/Standards&Specs/
EDITStds/EditStandards.htm.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
343 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
states that revisions made after
enactment of the law to NRCS State
technical guides used to carry out
highly erodible land and wetland
provisions of the law shall be made
available for public review and
comment. For the next 30 days, the
NRCS in Virginia will receive comments
relative to the proposed changes.
Following that period, a determination
will be made by the NRCS in Virginia
regarding disposition of those comments
and a final determination of change will
be made to the subject standards.

Dated: September 24, 2001.
M. Denise Doetzer,

State Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Richmond, Virginia.

[FR Doc. 01-24646 Filed 10-2—-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Notice of Request for Collection of
Public Information with Use of a
Survey

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Proposed collection; comments
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service’s (RBS) intention to
request an extension of the clearance for
an existing information collection in
order to render service to associations of
producers of agricultural, forestry,
fisheries products and federations and
subsidiaries thereof as authorized in the
Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by December 3, 2001 to be
assured of consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tracey L. Kennedy, Agricultural

Economist, RBS, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW., Stop 3252, Washington, DC 20250—
3252, Telephone (202) 690-1428.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Annual Survey of Cooperative
Involvement in International Markets.

Type of Request: Information
collection.

Abstract: The mission of the Rural
Business-Cooperative Service (RBS),
formerly Agricultural Cooperative
Service (ACS), is to assist farmer-owned
cooperatives in improving the economic
well being of their farmer-members.
This is accomplished through a
comprehensive program of research on
structural, operational, and policy
issues affecting cooperatives; technical
advisory assistance to individual
cooperatives and to groups of producers
who wish to organize cooperatives; and
development of educational and
informational material. The authority to
carry out RBS’s mission is defined in
the Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926
(44 Stat. 802—1926). Authority and
Duties of Division (7 U.S.C. 453).

(a) The division shall render service
to associations of producers of
agricultural products, and federations
and subsidiaries thereof, engaged in the
cooperative marketing of agricultural
products including processing,
warehousing, manufacturing, storage,
the cooperative purchasing of farm
supplies, credit, financing, insurance,
and other cooperative activities.

(b) The division is authorized to:

(1) Acquire, analyze and disseminate
economic, statistical, and historical
information regarding the progress,
organization, and business methods of
cooperative associations in the United
States and foreign countries.

(2) conduct studies of the economic,
legal, financial, social and other phases
of cooperation, and publish the results
thereof. Such studies shall include the
analyses of the organization, operation,
financial and merchandising problems
of cooperative organizations.

(3) make surveys and analyses if
deemed advisable of the accounts and
business practices of representative
cooperative associations upon their
request; to report to the association so
surveyed the results thereof; and with
the consent of the association so
surveyed to publish summaries of the
results of such surveys, together with
similar facts, for the guidance of
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