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close early if all business is finished.
Written material and requests to make
oral presentations should reach the
Coast Guard on or before October 24,
2001. Requests to have a copy of your
material distributed to each member of
the committee should reach the Coast
Guard on or before October 24, 2001.
ADDRESSES: NOSAC will meet in room
737 (Hearing Room) of the Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office, 1615 Poydras
Street, New Orleans, LA. The
Subcommittee on Deepwater Activities
and the Subcommittee on Prevention
Through People will also meet in room
737 of the Coast Guard Marine Safety
Office, 1615 Poydras Street, New
Orleans, LA. Send written material and
requests to make oral presentations to
Captain M. W. Brown, Commandant (G-
MSO), U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters,
2100 Second Street SW, Washington,
DC 20593–0001. This notice is available
on the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Captain M. W. Brown, Executive
Director of NOSAC, or Mr. Jim Magill,
Assistant to the Executive Director,
telephone 202–267–0214, fax 202–267–
4570.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice of
these meetings is given under the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C. App. 2.

Agenda of Meetings

National Offshore Safety Advisory
Committee. The agenda includes the
following:
(1) Report on issues concerning the

International Maritime Organization
and the International Organization of
Standardization.

(2) Progress report from the Prevention
Through People Subcommittee on
‘‘Crew Alertness in the Offshore
Industry.’’

(3) Progress report from Subcommittee
on Deepwater Activities.

(4) Report from Task Force on
development and implementation of
STCW Convention for OSVs.

(5) Progress report from the
Subcommittee on Pipeline-Free
Anchorages.

(6) Status reports on revision of 33 CFR
Subchapter N.

(7) Status report on USCG/MMS
rulemaking on Inspection of Fixed
Facilities.

(8) Presentation on Coast Guard
Deepwater Project.

(9) Discussion on IMO in-service testing
of lifeboats.
Subcommittee on Deepwater

Activities. The agenda includes the
following:

(1) Review and discuss previous
Subcommittee work.

(2) Outline Draft report.
Subcommittee on Prevention Through

People. The agenda includes the
following:
(1) Subcommittee members provide

Chairman with comments from their
review of material sent out to them.

(2) Work on outline of Draft report.

Procedural

All meetings are open to the public.
Please note that the meetings may close
early if all business is finished. At the
Chair’s discretion, members of the
public may make oral presentations
during the meetings. If you would like
to make an oral presentation at a
meeting, please notify the Executive
Director no later than October 24, 2001.
Written material for distribution at a
meeting should reach the Coast Guard
no later than October 24, 2001. If you
would like a copy of your material
distributed to each member of the
committee or subcommittee in advance
of the meeting, please submit 25 copies
to the Executive Director no later than
October 24, 2001.

Information on Services for Individuals
With Disabilities

For information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities
or to request special assistance at the
meetings, contact the Executive Director
as soon as possible.

Dated: September 11, 2001.
Howard L. Hime,
Acting Director of Standards, Marine Safety
and Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 01–23278 Filed 9–18–01; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The FAA is extending
through September 28, 2001, 4:30 p.m.
EST an on-line public forum on the
Internet seeking comments and
information from the public regarding
the government’s role in supporting the
U.S. commercial launch industry. In
particular, the FAA is asking whether
and why the government should
continue to share the risk of liability for

commercial launches in the unlikely
event of an accident, or consider
changes to existing laws. Public views
obtained from the on-line forum will be
included in a report to Congress on the
appropriateness and need to continue
current risk-sharing arrangements or
modify laws governing liability risk-
sharing for commercial launches and
reentries beyond December 31, 2004.

DATES: The on-line public forum that
began on September 4, 2001, at 9 a.m.
EST is extended through September 28,
2001, at 4:30 p.m. EST. Written
comments may also be submitted to the
docket through September 28, 2001.
Comments submitted to the docket after
September 28th will be considered and
included in the report to the extent
practicable; however, the FAA
encourages timely submission of
comments to facilitate preparation of the
report.

ADDRESSES: The on-line public forum
can be reached by clicking the ‘‘On-Line
Public Forum’’ hyperlink on the
Associate Administrator for Commercial
Space Transportation’s (AST) Internet
home page, http://ast.faa.gov. Persons
unable to participate in the on-line
public forum may mail or deliver views
to the U.S. Department of
Transportation Dockets, Docket No.
FAA–2001–9119, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC, 20590. The FAA
requests two copies of any written
comments. Comments may also be
submitted to the docket electronically
by sending them to the Documents
Management Systems (DMS) at the
following Internet address: http://
dms.dot.gov/. Comments to the docket
should be submitted by September 28,
2001. Comments submitted to the
docket may be examined in Room PL
401 at the U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC, 20590, between
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. weekdays except
Federal holidays, and may be viewed by
accessing the DMS using the Internet
cite noted above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Esta M. Rosenberg, Senior Attorney-
Advisory, Regulations Division, Office
of the Chief Counsel, Federal Aviation
Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation (202) 366–9320, or Mr.
Ronald K. Gress, Manager, Licensing
and Safety Division, Associate
Administrator for Commercial Space
Transportation, Federal Aviation
Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation (202) 385–4700.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 10:02 Sep 18, 2001 Jkt 194001 PO 00000 Frm 00081 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\19SEN1.SGM pfrm07 PsN: 19SEN1



48312 Federal Register / Vol. 66, No. 182 / Wednesday, September 19, 2001 / Notices

Background

The FAA is extending an opportunity
for the interested public to provide its
perspective, using the Internet, on the
appropriate role of government in risk
management for commercial space
transportation and associated issues
concerning U.S. policies in support of a
robust commercial launch industry.
Through the Internet, a large cross-
section of the interested public will be
able to share views and information
with each other and the FAA, and assist
the FAA in compiling the range of
perspectives concerning an appropriate
risk-sharing regime for commercial
space transportation. A docket also
remains available for filing written
comments, either by mail or
electronically, following the
instructions listed above under the
heading, ADDRESSES.

The on-line public forum will allow
electronic discussion of the issues
identified for analysis by the
Commercial Space Transportation
Competitiveness Act of 2000.
Background information regarding the
Commercial Space Transportation
Competitiveness Act of 2000 and
liability risk-sharing for commercial
space transportation appears in a notice
issued July 31, 2001, at 66 FR 39545–
39548.

The format and questions presented
in the extended ‘‘On-Line Public
Forum’’ are the same as those appearing
in the July 31 notice. They are reprinted
in this notice for ease of reference.

There are two sets of questions. The
first set of questions asks, in a general
way, for public views concerning
government support of the commercial
space launch industry. The second set
of questions repeats the questions posed
in an on-line public forum held April
27–May 11, and addresses the specific
elements Congress has required the FAA
to study in preparing the report. At the
end of the questions, the FAA provides
a more ‘‘free-style’’ opportunity for
submission of views on matters related
to launch liability, risk management and
government policies in support of the
U.S. commercial space launch industry.

If you would like to participate in the
on-line forum, you are not required to
answer all of the questions and you are
not required to respond to all parts. You
may answer as few or as many of the
questions as you like, in either or both
parts, as well as in the ‘‘free-style’’
section. You may choose to respond
only in the ‘‘free-style’’ section and skip
over the two sets of questions in Parts
I and II entirely. If you choose to
respond to a question, please be specific
in your answer so that it is clear to the

FAA and others who may view the on-
line public meeting. To the extent you
can, please provide supporting
information and the rationale for your
answer.

Part I
There are eight questions listed in this

part. You may answer none, some or all
of them, and then proceed to Part II.

1. Before reading this Notice, were
you aware that a commercial launch
industry exists in the United States, in
addition to government launch
capability (e.g., military space programs
operated by the Department of Defense
and civil space programs administered
by NASA), and that private companies
offer launch services as a commercial
business?

2. Is it important to you that the
United States have a successful and
internationally competitive commercial
launch industry with a significant, if not
majority, share of the international
launch market, and if so, why? Do you
believe there is a benefit to our nation
from having a robust commercial launch
industry and from being a well-
established world leader in space?

3. Before reading this Notice, were
you aware that the FAA licenses and
regulates commercial launches in the
United States?

4. Before reading this Notice, were
you aware that launch operators
licensed by the FAA are required, by
law, to maintain a prescribed amount of
liability insurance?

5. Before reading this Notice, were
you aware of the government’s
involvement in providing coverage, that
is, ‘‘indemnification,’’ for excess
liability over and above that which is
covered by the liability insurance a
launch operator is required to purchase
when conducting a licensed launch in
the United States?

6. A government-industry risk sharing
arrangement, such as that reflected in
the CSLA and described in this Notice,
may be unusual for a commercial
industry, but it is not unique. For
example, indemnification of excess
liability is credited with enabling
commercial development of the nuclear
power industry. Do you think it is
important and appropriate for the
government to continue to support the
U.S. commercial launch industry by
having some type of liability risk-
sharing program, such as the one
described in this Notice, and can you
state why?

7. Other governments financially
support their launch industry through
indemnification commitments. For
example, the French Government is
responsible for paying damages awarded

to victims of Arianespace launches in
excess of the insurance obtained by
Arianespace. Do you believe that the
U.S. Government should continue to
have policies and laws, such as the
CSLA risk-sharing program described in
this Notice, so that U.S. companies can
compete on similar terms against their
international competitors?

8. If you answered ‘‘yes’’ to Question
7, above, under what circumstances do
you believe the U.S. Government should
or could stop supporting the U.S.
commercial launch industry through
risk sharing? What criteria (e.g., market
share, technological success, other
considerations) would you use in
deciding that a risk-sharing arrangement
between government and industry is no
longer necessary or appropriate?

Part II
Reprinted below are the questions

presented in the first Internet public
meeting, conducted April 27–May 11.
You may answer none, some or all of
them, and then proceed to Part III.

1. Could the U.S. commercial space
transportation industry compete
effectively against non-U.S. launch
providers without the existing liability
risk-sharing regime?

2. Are the liability risk-sharing
regimes of other space-faring countries
relevant to the competitiveness of the
U.S. space transportation industry? Are
there specific elements of particular
foreign regimes that you believe provide
advantages or benefits to entities that
fall under those regimes and the ability
of non-U.S. launch providers to compete
internationally?

3. Does holding a launch operator
strictly liable for the damage or injury
that results from its launch hinder the
commercialization of space launch
capability?

4. By treaty, the U.S. Government
accepts absolute liability for damage on
the ground or to aircraft in flight outside
of the United States when a launch
takes place from U.S. territory or
facilities. Given the Government’s
obligations in this regard, does the
existing liability risk-sharing regime
provide adequate coverage and financial
protection for the commercial space
transportation industry as well as the
Government?

5. U.S. and foreign air carriers
operating in the United States are
required to maintain insurance coverage
in certain minimum amounts covering
liability to passengers and persons and
property on the ground. For aircraft
with more than 60 seats or more than
18,000 pounds of capacity, carriers must
maintain third-party accident liability
coverage in the minimum amount of
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$300,000 for any one person other than
a passenger and a total of $20 million
per involved aircraft for each
occurrence. There is no government
indemnification in the event claims
exceed that amount, nor does the U.S.
Government accept treaty-based liability
in the event of such damage. At what
stage of development and under what
circumstances should the airline
liability regime become a model for
commercial reusable launch vehicles
(RLVs) that will routinely take-off and
land?

6. The Federal Government’s current
indemnification policy does not cover
risks associated with commercial
spaceport operations that do not involve
launch vehicles. Do commercial
spaceports require a liability risk-
sharing regime comparable to that
utilized for licensed launches and
reentries, even when there is no vehicle-
related activity taking place at the
spaceport?

7. What factors should the U.S.
Congress consider in determining
whether to continue as-is, or modify,
existing laws in terms of liability risk-
sharing for commercial space launch
and reentry activities?

8. What suggestions do you have for
modifying the existing liability risk-
sharing laws applicable to commercial
launch and reentry activities?

Part III
This part provides an opportunity for

you to express your views and concerns
on matters related to launch liability,
risk management and government
policies in support of the U.S.
commercial space launch industry. You
are welcome to use this opportunity to
inform the FAA of your views regarding
U.S. commercial space transportation in

general, and the government’s role in
facilitating and supporting commercial
access to space and regulating launch
safety.

Issued in Washington, DC, on September
12, 2001.
Patricia Grace Smith,
Associate Administrator for Commercial
Space Transportation.
[FR Doc. 01–23420 Filed 9–18–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

September 10, 2001.
The Department of Treasury has

submitted the following public
information collection requirement(s) to
OMB for review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling the Treasury Bureau Clearance
Officer listed. Comments regarding this
information collection should be
addressed to the OMB reviewer listed
and to the Treasury Department
Clearance Officer, Department of the
Treasury, Room 2110, 1425 New York
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20220.
DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before October 19, 2001
to be assured of consideration.

Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

OMB Number: 1545–1623.
Regulation Project Number: REG–

246256–96 NPRM and Temporary.
Type of Review: Extension.
Title: Excise Taxes on Excess Benefit

Transactions.

Description: The rule affects
organizations described in Internal
Revenue Code sections 501(c)(3) and (4)
(applicable tax-exempt organizations).
The collection of information entails
obtaining and relying on appropriate
comparability data and documenting the
basis of an organization’s determination
that compensation is reasonable, or a
property transfer (or transfer of the right
to use property) is at fair market value.
These actions comprise two of the
requirements specified in the legislative
history for obtaining the rebuttable
presumption of reasonableness. Once an
applicable tax-exempt organization
satisfies the requirements of the
presumption, section 4958 excise taxes
can only be imposed if the IRS develops
sufficient contrary evidence to rebut the
probative value of the evidence put
forth by the parties to the transaction.

Respondents: Not-for-profit
institutions.

Estimated Number of Recordkeepers:
150,427.

Estimated Burden Hours Per
Recordkeeper: 6 hours, 3 minutes.

Estimated Total Recordkeeping
Burden: 910,083 hours.

Clearance Officer: Garrick Shear,
Internal Revenue Service, Room 5244,
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20224.

OMB Reviewer: Alexander T. Hunt,
(202) 395–7860, Office of
Management and Budget, Room
10202, New Executive Office
Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Lois K. Holland,
Departmental Reports Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–23276 Filed 9–18–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P
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