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Alaska under Federal Fisheries Permits.
NMFS has taken steps to mitigate the
impact of this action on small entities
by not requiring vessel owners to
determine whether their registered
LOAs are consistent with the revised
definition. Nevertheless, some of the
1,613 vessels currently operating in the
EEZ off Alaska under Federal Fisheries
Permits may find their registered LOAs
to be inconsistent with the regulatory
definition of LOA. Vessels failing to
have correct LOA measurements may
incur costs associated with remeasuring
their LOA. Unfortunately, at this time,
NMEFS has insufficient data to assess the
actual number of such vessels affected
in this manner, but it believes most
LOAs are accurate.

However, vessels that are near
observer coverage thresholds (125 ft
(38.1 m) or 60 ft (18.3 m), as applicable)
may incur considerable cost if it is
determined that their LOA is incorrect
and if a higher level of observer
coverage would be required.
Approximately 38 vessels with recorded
LOA measurements of 122 ft (37.2 m),
123 ft (37.5 m), and 124 ft (37.8 m), may
be subject to more stringent observer
requirements if their LOAs are actually
125 ft (38.1 m), or greater.
Approximately 156 vessels with LOA
measurements of 57 ft (17.4 m), 58 ft
(17.7 m), and 59 ft (18.0 m) may be
subject to more stringent observer
requirements if their LOAs are actually
60 ft (18.3 m) or greater. Such vessels
could incur costs of $300/day for an
observer.

The FRFA provides some evidence
that bulwarks are typically included in
measurements of LOA by marine
SUTVEYOTS.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 679

Alaska, Fisheries, Recordkeeping and
reporting requirements.

Dated: September 5, 2001.
John Oliver,
Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set forth in the

preamble, 50 CFR part 679 is amended
as follows:

PART 679—FISHERIES OF THE
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OFF
ALASKA

1. The authority citation for 50 CFR
part 679 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., 1801 et
seq., and 3631 et seq.; title II of Division C,
Pub. L. 105-277; Sec. 3027, Pub. L. 106-31,
113 Stat. 57; 16 U.S.C. 1540(f).

2.In §679.2, the definition for
“Bulwark” is added in alphabetical

order, the definition for “Length overall
of a vessel” is revised; and the
definitions for ‘“Stem” and ‘“‘Stern”’ are
removed as follows:

8§679.2 Definitions.

* * * * *

Bulwark means a section of a vessel’s

side continuing above the main deck.
* * * * *

Length overall (LOA) of a vessel
means the centerline longitudinal
distance, rounded to the nearest foot,
measured between:

(1) The outside foremost part of the
vessel visible above the waterline,
including bulwarks, but excluding
bowsprits and similar fittings or
attachments, and

(2) The outside aftermost part of the
vessel visible above the waterline,
including bulwarks, but excluding
rudders, outboard motor brackets, and
similar fittings or attachments (see
Figure 6 to this part).

* * * * *
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock In Statistical
Area 610 of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
610 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This
action is necessary to prevent exceeding
the C season allowance of the pollock
total allowable catch (TAC) for
Statistical Area 610 of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), September 7, 2001, until
1200 hrs, A.Lt., October 1, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council

under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

Within any fishing year, under
harvest or over harvest of a seasonal
allowance of pollock may be added to
or subtracted from the subsequent
seasonal allowances of pollock in a
manner to be determined by the
Administrator, Alaska Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator), provided that
a revised seasonal allowance does not
exceed 30 percent of the annual TAC
apportionment (§ 679.20(A)(5)(ii)(C)).
The combined A, B, and C season
allowance of the pollock TAC in
Statistical Area 610 is 22,559 metric
tons (mt) as established by the Final
2001 Harvest Specifications and
Associated Management Measures for
the Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska (66
FR 7276, January 22, 2001 and 66 FR
37167, July 17, 2001). The Regional
Administrator has determined that the
A and B seasonal catch was in excess of
the allowances by 170 mt and that the
excess shall be proportionately
subtracted from the subsequent seasonal
allowances. The Regional Administrator
hereby reduces the C season pollock
TAC by 93 mt. In accordance with
§679.20(a)(5)(i1)(C), the C season
allowance of pollock TAC in Statistical
Area 610 is 10,905 mt.

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Regional Administrator, has
determined that the C season allowance
of the pollock TAC in Statistical Area
610 will soon be reached. Therefore, the
Regional Administrator is establishing a
directed fishing allowance of 10,705 mt,
and is setting aside the remaining 200
mt as bycatch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock in Statistical
Area 610 of the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to prevent
exceeding the seasonal allocation of
pollock in Statistical Area 610
constitutes good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR 679.20
(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures would
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be unnecessary and contrary to the
public interest. Similarly, the need to
implement these measures in a timely
fashion to prevent exceeding the
seasonal allocation of pollock in
Statistical Area 610 constitutes good
cause to find that the effective date of
this action cannot be delayed for 30
days. Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553
(d), a delay in the effective date is
hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 7, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 01-22904 Filed 9-7-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 010112013-1013-01; I.D.
090701B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Trawling in Steller
Sea Lion Protection Areas in the
Central Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management
Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting trawling
within Steller sea lion protection areas
in the Central Aleutian District of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary to prevent exceeding the B
season critical habitat limit of the 2001
total allowable catch (TAC) of Atka
mackerel allocated to the Central
Aleutian District.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), September 9, 2001, through
2400 hrs. A.lL.t., December 31, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2001 B season apportionment of
TAC for Atka mackerel in the Central
Aleutian District is 15,540 metric tons
(mt), of which no more than 7,148 mt
may be harvested from Steller Sea lion
protection areas (66 FR 7276, January
22,2001 and 66 FR 37167, July 17,
2001). See §§679.20 (a)(8)(ii)(A) and
679.22 (a)(12)(iii)(B).

In accordance with §679.22
(a)(12)(iii), the Administrator, Alaska
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator),
has determined that the allowable
harvest of Atka mackerel in the Steller
Sea lion protection areas in the Central
Aleutian District has been reached.

Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
trawling in selected rookery and haul
out sites, as defined at Table 21 of 50
CFR 679.22 and described at 50 CFR
679.22 (a)(12)(iii)(A) in the Central
Aleutian District of the BSAL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to prevent
exceeding the amount of the 2001 Atka
mackerel critical habitat limit in the
Central Aleutian District of the BSAI
constitutes good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553 (b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR 679.20
(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures would
be unnecessary and contrary to the
public interest. Similarly, the need to
implement these measures in a timely
fashion to prevent exceeding the 2001
Atka mackerel critical habitat limit in
the Central Aleutian District of the BSAI
constitutes good cause to find that the
effective date of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553 (d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by §§679.20

and 679.22 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 7, 2001.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 01-22903 Filed 9-7-01; 3:17 pm]
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