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3. Section 938.16 is amended by
removing and reserving paragraph (p).

[FR Doc. 01–20445 Filed 8–14–01; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 164

[USCG–2000–8300]

RIN 2115–AG03

Exemption of Public Vessels Equipped
With Electronic Charting and
Navigation Systems From Paper Chart
Requirements

AGENCY: United States Coast Guard,
DOT.
ACTION: Direct final rule; confirmation of
effective date.

SUMMARY: On May 2, 2001, we
published a direct final rule. The rule
notified the public of our excluding
public vessels owned, leased, or
operated by the U.S. Government from
certain requirements for navigational
charts and publications by allowing the
use of electronic systems for charting
and navigation, and in the process
providing a platform for the Coast Guard
to evaluate alternatives leading to
integrated technology for such systems
on commercial vessels. Although we
received two comments on the rule,
neither was adverse; therefore, this rule
will go into effect as scheduled.
DATES: The effective date of this direct
final rule is July 31, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions regarding this rule, contact Ed
LaRue, Office of Vessel Traffic
Management, Coast Guard, telephone
202–267–0416. For questions on
viewing, or submitting material to, the
docket, contact Dorothy Beard, Chief,
Dockets, Department of Transportation,
telephone 202–366–9329.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The direct
final rule (66 FR 21862) amended 33
CFR Part 164 to exclude public vessels
owned, leased, or operated by the U. S.
Government from requirements of
carrying printed navigational charts and
publications. The Coast Guard also
published an Advance Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking [66 FR 21899]
seeking comments on the practicality of
allowing all commercial vessels to use
electronic systems for charting and
navigation.

The Coast Guard received two
comments on the rule. Both suggested
that the rule specifically mention both

operation under the Raster Chart
Display System (RCDS) and the use of
official Raster Navigation Charts (RNCs).

Let us note by way of clarification that
the standards of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) for ECDIS
permit the use of RNCs produced under
the authority of a governmental
hydrographic office. We agree that RNCs
and RCDS currently meet those
standards as ‘‘mode[s] of operation’’
(MSC 86(70)), and the rule allows the
use of any electronic system for charting
and navigation approved by the
governmental agency exercising
operational control over the vessel.
Therefore, the rule needs no change to
accommodate these comments. We hope
this explanation avoids confusing those
mariners who are already safely using
RNCs and RCDS.

Dated: August 6, 2001.
J.P. High,
Acting Assistant Commandant for Marine
Safety & Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 01–20522 Filed 8–14–01; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
establishing a temporary safety zone in
Port Washington harbor for the
Candlelight on the Water 2001 fireworks
display. This safety zone is necessary to
protect spectators and vessels from the
hazards associated with the storage,
preparation, and launching of fireworks.
This safety zone is intended to restrict
vessel traffic from a portion of the Port
Washington harbor, Port Washington,
Wisconsin.

DATES: This temporary rule is effective
from 9:20 p.m. until 9:45 p.m. (CST) on
August 18, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments and material
received from the public, as well as
documents indicated in this preamble as
being available in the docket, are part of
docket [CGD09–01–103] and are
available for inspection or copying at
U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office
Milwaukee, 2420 South Lincoln
Memorial Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53207

between 7 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
LCDR Timothy Sickler, Port Operations
Chief, Marine Safety Office Milwaukee,
2420 South Lincoln Memorial Drive,
Milwaukee, WI 53207. The phone
number is (414) 747–7155.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Regulatory Information

We did not publish a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) for this
regulation. Under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the
Coast Guard finds that good cause exists
for not publishing an NPRM, and under
5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), good cause exists for
making this rule effective less than 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register. The permit application did not
allow sufficient time for publication of
an NPRM followed by a temporary final
rule effective 30 days after publication.
Any delay of the effective date of this
rule would be contrary to the public
interest by exposing the public to the
known dangers associated with
fireworks displays and the possible loss
of life, injury, and damage to property.

Background and Purpose

This Safety Zone is established to
safeguard the public from the hazards
associated with launching of fireworks
by the Wisconsin Electric coal pile, Port
Washington, Wisconsin. The size of the
zone was determined by using previous
experiences with fireworks displays in
the Captain of the Port Milwaukee zone
and local knowledge about wind, waves,
and currents in this particular area.

The safety zone will be in effect on
August 18, from 9:20 p.m. until 9:45
p.m.(CST). The safety zone will
encompass all waters bounded by the
arc of a circle with a 280-foot radius
with its center in approximate position
43°23′07″N, 087°51′54″W, offshore of
the Wisconsin Electric coal pile, Port
Washington. Coordinates are North
American Datum of 1983 (NAD83). The
size of this zone was determined using
the National Fire Prevention
Association guidelines and local
knowledge concerning wind, waves,
and currents.

All persons and vessels shall comply
with the instructions of the Captain of
the Port Milwaukee or his designated on
scene patrol personnel. Entry into,
transiting, or anchoring within the
safety zone is prohibited unless
authorized by the Captain of the Port
Milwaukee or his designated on scene
representative. The Captain of the Port
Milwaukee may be contacted via VHF
Channel 16.
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