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impacts on ESA-listed sea turtles will be
minimized. NCDMF would use a variety
of adaptive fishery management
measures and restrictions through their
state proclamation authority to reduce
sea turtle mortality in the fall gillnet
fishery by 50 percent, compared to the
mortality level indicated by strandings
in 1999. NCDMF considered and
rejected one other alternative, not
applying for a permit and closing the
fishery, when developing their plan.

This notice is provided pursuant to
section 10(c) of the ESA and the NEPA
regulations (40 CFR 1506.6). NMFS will
evaluate the application, associated
documents, and comments submitted
thereon to determine whether the
application meets the requirements of
the NEPA regulations and section 10 (a)
of the ESA. If it is determined that the
requirements are met, a permit will be
issued for incidental takes of ESA-listed
sea turtles under the jurisdiction of
NMFS. The final NEPA and permit
determinations will not be completed
until after the end of the 30–day
comment period and will fully consider
all public comments received during the
comment period. NMFS will publish a
record of its final action in the Federal
Register.

Dated: August 10, 2001.
Therese Conant,
Acting Chief, Endangered Species Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–20544 Filed 8–10–01; 3:41 pm]
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Research Steering Committee and
Groundfish Oversight Committee in
August and September, 2001 to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from these groups
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
August 30, 2001 and September 4, 2001.
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
specific dates and times.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held
in Peabody, MA and Portland, ME. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific
locations.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950;

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(978) 465–0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates and Agendas

Thursday, August 30, 2001, 9:30
a.m.– Research Steering Committee
Meeting.

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route 1, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: (978) 535–4600.

The Council’s Research Steering
Committee will meet to review a final
report submitted to NMFS by Dr. Chris
Glass of the Manomet Center for
Conservation Sciences concerning a
series of workshops held to solicit
fishermen’s views on bycatch/discard/
conservation engineering issues.

Tuesday, September 4, 2001, 9:30
a.m.– Groundfish Oversight Committee
Meeting.

Location: Holiday Inn by the Bay, 88
Spring Street, Portland, ME 04101;
telephone: (207) 775–2311.

The Groundfish committee will meet
to finalize options for Framework 36 to
the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP).

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Paul J. Howard
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to
the meeting dates.

Dated: August 8, 2001.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–20568 Filed 8–14–01; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.
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SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC) is
announcing an opportunity for public
comment on the proposed collection of
certain information by the agency.
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (PRA), 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.,
Federal agencies are required to publish
notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension of an existing collection of
information, and to allow 60 days for
public comment in response to the
notice. This notice solicits comments on
Commission rules pertaining to contract
markets and their members.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 15, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed to
Barbara W. Black, Office of the
Executive Director, U.S. Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, 1155 21st
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20581.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Barbara W. Black at (202) 418–5130;
FAX: (202) 418–5541; email:
bblack@cftc.gov

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA, Federal agencies must obtain
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for each collection of
information they conduct or sponsor.
‘‘Collection of information’’ is defined
in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) and includes agency requests
or requirements that members of the
public submit reports, keep records, or
provide information to a third party.
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA, 44
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A), requires Federal
agencies to provide a 60-day notice in
the Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension of an
existing collection of information,
before submitting the collection to OMB
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for approval. To comply with this
requirement, the CFTC is publishing
notice of the proposed collection of
information listed below.

With respect to the following
collection of information, the CFTC
invites comments on:

• Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information will have a practical use;

• The accuracy of the Commission’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

• Ways to enhance the quality,
usefulness, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and

• Ways to minimize the burden of
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

Rules Pertaining to Contract Markets
and Their Members, OMB Control
Number 3038–0022—Extension

Rule 40.4 establishes a procedure for
designated contract markets to submit

certain rules concerning agricultural
contracts to the Commission for prior
approval. Rule 40.5 establishes a
procedure for any registered entity
(designated contract markets, registered
derivatives transaction execution
facilities and registered derivatives
clearing organizations) to request that
the Commission approve any rule or
proposed rule or rule amendment. Rule
40.6 establishes a procedure for
designated contract markets and
registered derivatives clearing
organization to self-certify rules.

The commission estimates the burden
of this collection of information as
follows:

ESTIMATED ANNUAL REPORTING BURDEN

17 CFR
Annual

number of
respondents

Frequency of
response

Total annual
responses

Hours per
response Total hours

15,894 On occasion .......... 434,039 2.0 185,347

There are no capital costs or operating
and maintenance costs associated with
this collection.

This estimate is based on the
Commission’s experience over the last
three years.

Dated: August 9, 2001.
Jean A. Webb,
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 01–20448 Filed 8–14–01; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Record of decision.

SUMMARY: The Ballistic Missile Defense
Organization is issuing this Record of
Decision (ROD) to conduct initial site
preparation activities for the Fort
Greely, Alaska portion of a Missile
Defense System (MDS) Test Bed. Fort
Greely is a potential deployment
location in Alaska for Ground-Based
Interceptor (GBI) silos, Battle
Management Command and Control
(BMC2) facilities, and other support
facilities for the Ground Based
Midcourse Element (GBME), formerly
called the National Missile Defense
(NMD) system, of the MDS. This is a
ROD to implement limited site

preparation activities that could support
construction of the MDS Test Bed
facilities at Fort Greely. The Test Bed is
a subset of the preferred alternative
defined in the NMD Deployment Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
The environmental impacts of the MDS
Test Bed site preparation work will be
of the same type, but reduced in scope,
as the impacts of the preferred
alternative in the NMD EIS.

This decision is based on the
determination of National Command
Authorities that there is a ballistic
missile threat to the United States, and
that developing an effective Missile
Defense System is dependent upon
operationally realistic testing of the
MDS elements. Although the decision
on GBME deployment has not been
made and construction of MDS test
facilities is dependent on Congressional
appropriations and also has not been
made, the Department of Defense has
determined that it is prudent to proceed
with site preparation activities for MDS
test bed facilities at Fort Greely to
preserve the near term option to develop
an MDS test bed. These site preparation
activities would support proposed test
bed facilities that would consist of a
small number of the GBI silos, BMC2
and other support facilities that were
analyzed in the EIS. Specifically, the
site preparation work planned includes
installing and developing two water
wells; clearing trees and debris;
preparing sites for test bed facilities
including a single missile field; and
installation of the Main Access Road.
The site preparation includes cut, fill,
grading and earthwork operations to the

top of sub-base for all vehicle traffic
areas and top of finish grade for all other
areas excluding the building footprints,
which will be graded to drain. The test
bed would allow BMDO to prove out the
design and siting of a GBI field that
would be required to fire in a salvo
without having the GBIs interfere with
each other, to test the communication
between all component parts, and to test
for fuels degradation in the arctic
environment, as well as to develop and
rehearse maintenance and upkeep
processes and procedures. There is no
present intent to test fire interceptor
missiles from Fort Greely. Any potential
future decision to test fire at Fort Greely
would only occur after a thorough
environmental and safety analysis was
performed. In the event of a missile
attack on the United States, the test bed
at Fort Greely could potentially be used
for ballistic missile defense. Initiation of
the site preparation activities is
dependent on obtaining required
permits and implementation of the
attached Mitigation Monitoring Plan.
Site preparation activities are not of
sufficient magnitude to limit any later
selection of alternatives analyzed in the
EIS. Other factors considered in
reaching this decision include cost and
technical maturity of the GBME of the
MDS.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information on the NMD (now
GBME) Deployment Final EIS or Record
of Decision, contact Ms. Julia Hudson-
Elliott, U.S. Army Space and Missile
Defense Command, Attn: SMDC–EN–V,
P.O. Box 1500, Huntsville, Alabama
35807–3801, (256) 955–4822. Public
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