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to provide feedback to the testbed
participants on these technologies and
their use in various environments and
conditions. This will provide improved
knowledge of the needs of smaller U.S.
manufacturers leading to improved
tools, products and services, which will
in turn enhance their global
competitiveness.

NIST MEP has prepared a document
of supplemental information about the
testbed and its activities, the types of
problems and approaches to solutions,
selection criteria for inclusion in the
testbed, provisions of cooperative
research and development or other
agreements, and the NIST MEP program.
This document is available on the NIST
MEP website (www.mep.nist.gov), or can
be requested from NIST MEP by calling
301.975.5020, by fax at 301.975.6556, or
by e-mail to
testbed_manager@mep.nist.gov.

Dated: July 25, 2001.
Karen H. Brown,
Acting Director.
[FR Doc. 01–19056 Filed 7–30–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Mystery Oil Spill at Ft. Lauderdale, FL
and Vicinity, August 8, 2000: Notice of
Intent To Conduct Restoration
Planning Pursuant to 15 CFR 990.44

AGENCIES: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration of the
Department of Commerce (NOAA) and
Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP).
ACTION: Notice of intent to conduct
restoration planning pursuant to the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 for the impacts of
the August 2000 mystery oil spill in the
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida area.

SUMMARY: Natural resource trustees
(Trustees) are designated pursuant to
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 33 U.S.C.
2706(e), Executive Order 12777, and the
National Contingency Plan, 40 CFR
300.600 and 300.605, with
responsibility to conduct natural
resource damage assessments on behalf
of the public when releases of oil affect
natural resources and services. A
discharge of oil exposed approximately
20 miles of beaches north and south of
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, on or about
August 8, 2000. Trustees for this
incident are the U.S. Department of the
Interior (DOI), FDEP, and NOAA,
though DOI has elected not to
participate in the assessment. The

Trustees have determined that the
incident warrants conducting a natural
resource damage assessment (NRDA).
This notice serves to inform the public
that the Trustees are proceeding with
the assessment, including restoration
planning, and will subsequently seek
public input for planning restoration for
the injuries resulting from this oil spill.
This assessment will be conducted in
accordance with the NRDA regulations
for oil spills at 15 CFR part 990.
ADDRESSES: A copy of this Notice of
Intent, the Trustee Assessment Strategy,
and related information is available for
downloading at http://
www.darp.noaa.gov/publicat.htm, http:/
/www.dep.state.fl.us/law/ber, or http://
www.incidentnews.gov/incidents/
incident_4.htm. Copies of this notice,
and further information relating to the
assessment and restoration planning
may be obtained by contacting: Jim
Jeansonne, NOAA Damage Assessment
Center, 9721 Executive Center Drive N.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33702, Phone: 727–
570–5391, X–159, email:
Jim.Jeansonne@noaa.gov, or Cathy
Porthouse, FDEP Bureau of Emergency
Response, P.O. Box 15425, West Palm
Beach, FL 33416, Phone: 561–681–6711,
Email:
Catherine.Porthouse@dep.state.fl.us.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In support
of their decision to proceed with the
assessment and issue this notice, the
Trustees have made several
determinations as required by 15 CFR
990.41. First, the Trustees have
jurisdiction to pursue restoration
pursuant to the Oil Pollution Act. The
Trustees have determined that the
discharge of 15,000 gallons, or more, of
oil which resulted in oil exposure of the
marine waters and shorelines of the
United States and Florida, was an
incident as defined in 15 CFR 990.30.
This incident was not permitted under
State, Federal or local law. Using
information gathered during
preassessment, the Trustees have
determined that natural resources under
their trusteeship have been injured as a
result of this incident.

The Trustees have made the further
determination required by 15 CFR
990.42(a), that it is appropriate to
proceed with restoration planning for
this incident. Restoration planning is
necessary since injuries have resulted
from the incident. The Trustees base
this determination upon data that
demonstrates natural resources and
services have been injured. Natural
resources or their services injured as a
result of the spill and spill response
may include, but are not limited to:
Threatened and endangered sea turtles

and their habitats, marine surface waters
and their biota including fish, birds,
other wildlife species, benthic
communities, and recreational use of
beaches. The spill occurred during the
active sea turtle nesting and hatchling
emergence season at the exposed
beaches. Sea turtles are protected under
the Endangered Species Act. Local
groups and the response organizations
acted quickly to protect sea turtle nests
and hatchlings on exposed beaches.
However, hatchlings that entered the
ocean and began their swim eastward
into the Gulf Stream were at risk of oil
exposure and injury or death as a result
of contact with the oil while transiting
the beach and once in the ocean. Other
biota in and on the marine waters swept
by the oil slick, and in the surf zone of
the exposed areas, were likely exposed,
and potentially injured or killed as a
result of the spilled oil. Public
recreational use of several beaches and
fishing piers was significantly
disrupted. Records of beach recreational
use for Ft. Lauderdale, John U. Lloyd
State Recreation Area, Dania, and
Hollywood beaches indicate there was a
significant reduction in attendance for
several days until the oil was removed.

Response actions have not adequately
addressed, or are not expected to
address, the potential injuries from the
incident, so restoration planning is
required. Response actions were able to
remove the majority of the shoreline oil
within a few days of oiling. However,
response records indicated that deposits
of submerged oil were present in
sediments just seaward of the most
heavily exposed beaches, and that
efforts to remove these oil deposits were
only partially successful. These
response actions did not restore or
rehabilitate natural resource injuries
that resulted from the discharge of oil.
Use of the recreational beaches likely
returned to baseline conditions the
week following the spill. However, the
public has not been compensated for the
loss of beach use associated with the
incident and response operations.

The Trustees are conducting
restoration planning since there are
feasible primary and/or compensatory
restoration actions available to address
the potential injuries. There are many
opportunities to restore or compensate
for injury to sea turtle and other
nearshore marine resources near the
affected areas. The Trustees have begun
to identify appropriate specific
restoration programs and projects for
this incident. Multiple opportunities
also exist to compensate for lost beach
use in the affected area. The Trustees
will benefit from restoration planning
for similar recreational beach losses
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associated with the 1993 Tampa Bay oil
spill, which is currently in the
restoration implementation stage.

Finally, restoration planning is being
undertaken since assessment procedures
exist to evaluate the injuries and define
the appropriate type and scale of
restoration for the injured natural
resources and services. The Trustees
have determined that assessment
procedures are available that are
appropriate for this incident and that
meet the applicable standards for such
methods in 15 CFR 990.27. The Trustees
have prepared a ‘‘Trustee NRDA
Assessment Strategy and Action Plan’’
(Strategy) for this incident. As discussed
in the Strategy, the Trustees intend to
use a computer model-based method to
determine and quantify ecological
injuries, while potentially augmenting
the model with additional injury data
obtained during spill response and
preassessment, and from available
routine sea turtle monitoring data. For
lost public recreational beach use, the
Trustees intend to quantify the injury as
reduction in beach visits, by use of
available beach attendance records and
interviews with managers for the
affected beaches. The value of lost trips
will be derived from appropriate studies
within the economics literature and a
similar valuation conducted for the
1993 Tampa Bay oil spill NRDA.

The Trustees have begun compiling
applicable documents into an
Administrative Record that explains the
assessment and restoration decision-
making process for this incident.
Information regarding public access to
this record may be obtained by
contacting: Cheryl Scannell, NOAA
Office of General Counsel, Southeast,
phone 727–570–5365, fax: 727–570–
5376, email: Cheryl.Scannell@noaa.gov.

This oil spill incident has no
identified responsible party. Legal
notices were published by the U.S.
Coast Guard in south Florida
newspapers advertising the process by
which Oil Pollution Act claims resulting
from this incident, including natural
resource damages claims, may be
submitted to the Federal Oil Spill
Liability Trust Fund for payment, in the
absence of a known responsible party.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: For further
information relating to this notice
contact: Jim Jeansonne, NOAA Damage
Assessment Center, St. Petersburg, FL,
727–570–5391, X–159, email:
Jim.Jeansonne@noaa.gov, or Cathy
Porthouse, FDEP Bureau of Emergency
Response, West Palm Beach, FL, 561–
681–6711, email:
Catherine.Porthouse@dep.state.fl.us.

Dated: July 18, 2001.
Jamison S. Hawkins,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Ocean
Services and Coastal Zone Management.
[FR Doc. 01–18755 Filed 7–30–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–JE–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 071801B]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Council) Coastal
Pelagic Species Management Team
(CPSMT) will hold a public meeting.
DATES: The CPSMT will meet Tuesday,
August 14, 2001 and Wednesday,
August 15, 2001. On Tuesday, the
CPSMT will meet from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
On Wednesday, the CPSMT will meet
from 8 a.m. until business for the day
is completed.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in
the large conference room at NMFS
Southwest Fisheries Science Center,
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, Room D-203,
La Jolla, CA 92038–0271; 858–546–
7100.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 200, Portland,
OR 97220–1384.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Dan Waldeck, Pacific Fishery
Management Council; 503326–6352.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
primary purpose of the meeting is to
review results from the Market Squid
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)
Methodology Review Workshop. The
CPSMT will consider how to
incorporate the workshop panel’s
recommended management alternatives
for specifying market squid MSY (or
MSY proxy) into the Coastal Pelagic
Species Fishery Management Plan
(FMP). The CPSMT will also review
preliminary documents associated with
Amendment 10 to the FMP.

Although nonemergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may
come before the CPSMT for discussion,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal CPSMT action during this
meetings. CPSMT action will be
restricted to those issues specifically

listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the CPSMT’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Ms.
Carolyn Porter at 503–326–6352 at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Special Accommodations

Dated: July 25, 2001.
Dean Swanson,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–19059 Filed 7–30–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 062901D]

Marine Mammals; Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Receipt of applications No. 42–
1642, 555–1638 and 782–1645; and
receipt of application to amend Permit
No. 376–1520–01.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
following actions for takes of marine
mammal species for the purposes of
scientific research:

NMFS has received permit
applications from: Mystic Aquarium, 55
Coogan Blvd., Mystic, CT 06355 (Dr.
Lisa Mazarro, Principal Investigator)
(Application No. 42–1642); James
Harvey, Moss Landing Marine
Laboratories, 8272 Moss Landing Road,
Moss Landing, CA 95039 (Application
No. 555–1638); and NMFS, National
Marine Mammal Laboratory, 7600 Sand
Point Way, N.E., BIN C15700, Seattle,
WA 98115–0070 (Dr. Robert DeLong,
Principal Investigator) (Application No.
782–1645); and NMFS has received an
application for a permit amendment
from Jim Hain, Associated Scientists at
Woods Hole, Box 721, Woods Hole, MA
02543 (Permit No. 376–1520–01).
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before August
30, 2001.
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