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by adding Abingdon, Channel 252A and
by removing Channel 252A and adding
Channel 277A at Canton.
Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,
Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.
[FR Doc. 01–17034 Filed 7–6–01; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Shrimp
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; Texas
Closure

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Adjustment of the ending date
of the Texas closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces an
adjustment to the ending date of the
annual closure of the shrimp fishery in
the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) off
Texas. The Texas closure is intended to
prohibit the harvest of brown shrimp
during their major emigration from
Texas estuaries to the Gulf of Mexico so
the shrimp may reach a larger, more
valuable size and to prevent the waste
of brown shrimp that would be
discarded in fishing operations because
of their small size.
DATES: The EEZ off Texas is open to
trawl fishing from 30 minutes after
sunset, July 8, 2001, until 30 minutes
after sunset, May 15, 2002, or until
NMFS publishes further notice in the
Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Steve Branstetter, 727–570–5305; fax:
727–570–5583; e-mail:
Steve.Branstetter@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico shrimp fishery is managed
under the Fishery Management Plan for
the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexico (FMP). The FMP was prepared
by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council and is
implemented by regulations at 50 CFR
part 622 under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. The
EEZ off Texas is normally closed to all
trawling each year from 30 minutes after

sunset on May 15 to 30 minutes after
sunset on July 15. The regulations at 50
CFR 622.34(h) describe the area of the
Texas closure and provide for
adjustments to the beginning and
ending dates by the Regional
Administrator, Southeast Region,
NMFS, under procedures and
restrictions specified in the FMP.

The beginning and ending dates of the
Texas closure are based on biological
sampling by Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD). The closure date is
established based on projected times
that brown shrimp in Texas bays and
estuaries will reach a mean size of 90
mm, and begin strong emigrations out of
the bays and estuaries during maximum
duration ebb tides. The waters off of
Texas are re-opened to shrimping when
projections indicate that brown shrimp
will reach a mean size of 112 mm, in
concurrence with maximum duration
ebb tides. Biological data collected by
TPDW indicate that the criteria to end
the Texas closure will be met on July 8,
2001. Accordingly, the time and date for
ending the Texas closure is changed
from 30 minutes after sunset on July 15,
2001, to 30 minutes after sunset on July
8, 2001.

Classification

This action is authorized by 50 CFR
622.34(h)(2) and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 3, 2001.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Services.
[FR Doc. 01–17075 Filed 7–3–01; 2:28 pm]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of

Alaska (GOA). This is action is
necessary to prevent exceeding the 2001
total allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific
ocean perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 4, 2001, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Gulf of Alaska (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2001 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Western Regulatory Area was
established as 1,280 metric tons (mt) by
the Final 2001 Harvest Specifications
and Associated Management Measures
for the Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska
(66 FR 7276, January 22, 2001).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2001 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Western
Regulatory Area will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 1,180 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 100 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with §
679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at §
679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to avoid
exceeding the 2001 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch for the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA constitutes good cause
to waive the requirement to provide
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment pursuant to the authority set
forth at 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR
679.20(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures
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would be unnecessary and contrary to
the public interest. Similarly, the need
to implement these measures in a timely
fashion to avoid exceeding the 2001
TAC of Pacific ocean perch for the
Western Regulatory Area of the GOA
constitutes good cause to find that the

effective date of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 3, 2001.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–17074 Filed 7–3–01; 2:28 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S
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