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Service will be seeking information,
comments, and assistance from Federal,
State, local and tribal agencies,
individuals and organizations that may
be interested in, or affected by, the
proposed activities. The scoping process
includes: (1) Identification of potential
issues; (2) identification of issues to be
analyzed in depth; (3) elimination of
insignificant issues or those which have
been covered by a previous
environmental review, and (4)
suggestions for possible alternatives.

Opportunities to provide both written
and verbal comment and to provide
feedback on the process will be made
available. A public meeting will be
scheduled after the Draft EIS is
published. This active scoping will
begin with the publication of this Notice
of Intent (NOI) and continue through
preparation of the Draft EIS.

Based on results of scoping and the
resource capabilities within the project
area, alternatives including a ““no
action” alternative will be developed for
the Draft EIS. The Draft EIS is projected
to be filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) in early
December 2001. Subsistence hearings,
as provided for in Title VIII, Section 810
of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA), if needed,
will be held during the comment period
on the Draft EIS. The Final EIS is
anticipated by March 2002.

The comment period on the draft
environmental impact statement will be
a minimum of 45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. V.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553, (1978).
Environmental objections that could
have been raised at the draft
environmental impact statement stage
may be waived or dismissed by the
courts. City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803
F.2nd 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980).
Because of these court rulings, it is very
important that those interested in this
proposed action participate by the close
of the 45-day comment period so that
substantive comments and objections
are made available to the Forest Service

at a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
the final environmental impact
statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns of the proposed action,
comments during scoping and
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It is also helpful if
comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft statement.
Comments may also address the
adequacy of the draft environmental
impact statement or the merits of the
alternatives formulated and discussed in
the statement. Reviewers may wish to
refer to the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for implementing
the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.
Comments received in response to this
solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be considered part of the public record
on this proposed action and will be
available for public inspection.
Comments submitted anonymously will
be accepted and considered; however,
those who submit anonymous
comments will not have standing to
appeal the subsequent decision under
36 CFR Parts 215 or 217. Additionally,
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person
may request the agency to withhold a
submission from the public record by
showing how the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) permits such
confidentiality. Requesters should be
aware that, under FOIA, confidentiality
may be granted in only very limited
circumstances, such as to protect trade
secrets. The Forest Service will inform
the requester of the agency’s decision
regarding the request for confidentiality,
and where the request is denied, the
agency will return the submission and
notify the requester that the comments
may be resubmitted with or without
name and address within 7 days.

Permits: Permits required for
implementation may include the
following:

1. U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

—Approval of discharge of dredged or
fill material into the waters of the
United States under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act;

—Approval of the construction of
structures or work in navigable
waters of the United States under
Section 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1899;

2. Environmental Protection Agency

—National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (402) Permit;

—Review Spill Prevention Control

and Countermeasure Plan;

3. State of Alaska, Department of
Natural Resources
—Tideland Permit and Lease or

Easement;

4. State of Alaska, Department of
Environmental Conservation
—Solid Waste Disposal Permit;
—Certification of Compliance with

Alaska Water Quality Standards
(401 Certification)

Responsible Official: Thomas
Puchlerz, Forest Supervisor, Tongas
National Forest, Federal Building,
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901, is the
responsible official. The responsible
official will consider the comments,
response, disclosure of environmental
consequences, and applicable laws,
regulations, and policies in making the
decision and stating the rationale in the
Record of Decision.

Dated: June 26, 2001.
Thomas Puchlerz,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 01-16959 Filed 7-5—-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Grants for State Revolving Loan Funds
for Fuel Purchases
AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of funding availability
(NOFA).

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) of the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) announces the
availability of up to $5,000,000 for fiscal
year (FY) 2001 in a new program of
grants to state entities to establish and
support revolving loan funds to provide
a more cost-effective means of
purchasing fuel for communities where
the fuel cannot be shipped by means of
surface transportation. This notice
describes the grant eligibility and
application requirements, and the
criteria that will be used by RUS to
award grants. The intended effect of this
NOFA is to make grant funds available
as expeditiously as possible to enable
grantees to assist persons, particularly
those in isolated rural areas, in meeting
their critical fuel needs during a period
of growing demand and high energy
prices.

DATES: Applications for grants must be
postmarked no later than August 6,
2001, to be considered. Grant
applications will be accepted on
publication of this notice.
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ADDRESSES: Applications are to be
submitted to the Rural Utilities Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., STOP
1560, Room 4037 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250-1522. The
applicant should submit an original and
two copies of the proposal, with all
required forms and documentation in
one package. The package should be
marked “Attention: State Fuel Purchase
Revolving Loan Fund Grants.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Larsen, Management Analyst,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural
Utilities Service, Electric Program, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., STOP
1560, Room 4037 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250-1560.
Telephone 202-720-9545, Fax 202—
690-0717, email klarsen@rus.usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Programs Affected

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Program number assigned to
this program is 10.857.

Information Collection and
Recordkeeping Requirements

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) (the “Act”),
OMB must approve all “collections of
information” by RUS. The Act defines
“collection of information” as a
requirement for “answer to * * *
identical reporting or recordkeeping
requirements imposed on ten or more
persons * * *.”” (44 U.S.C. 3502(3)(A).)
RUS has concluded that the reporting
requirements contained in this NOFA
will involve less than 10 persons and do
not require approval under the
provisions of the Act.

Background

For FY 2001, RUS will make available
up to $5,000,000 under a new grant
program authorized by section 19 of the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as
amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.). Section
19(a)(3) authorizes the Secretary, acting
through RUS, to make grants to State
entities that were in existence as of
November 30, 2000, the date of the
enactment of section 19, “to establish
and support a revolving fund to provide
a more cost-effective means of
purchasing fuel where the fuel cannot
be shipped by means of surface
transportation.” Fuel purchases
typically would include, but are not
limited to purchases of fuel oil, diesel,
gasoline, and other petroleum products,
coal, or other energy fuels. Section
19(b)(2) provides that not more than 4
percent of the amounts made available
under these grants may be used for
planning and administrative expenses.

RUS is interested in gaining
experience in the use of State revolving
loan funds designed to help persons,
particularly those in the more isolated
rural areas, to manage their energy
needs. RUS believes that such
partnerships with State entities may
serve to create new approaches to
meeting the energy needs of rural
residents. In considering applications
for financial assistance under this grant
program, RUS has determined to give
particular consideration to projects that
meet the needs of the persons in the
most isolated rural areas.

Definitions

As used in this NOFA:

“Eligible area” means any area where
fuel cannot be shipped routinely by
means of surface transportation and
must be delivered by water or air for a
significant part of the year. Eligible
areas include areas where fuel delivery
by means of surface transportation is not
practical or is prohibitively expensive
and the area is primarily dependent on
delivery of fuel by water or air.

“Fuel” means coal, oil, gasoline, and
other petroleum products, and any other
material that can be burned to make
energy.

“State entity”” means an agency,
department, or instrumentality, or
political subdivision of any of the
several States of the United States or the
District of Columbia, exclusive of local
governments.

“Surface transportation” means
transportation by road, rail, or pipeline.

Use of Grant Funds

Grantees must use grant funds to
establish and support a revolving loan
fund. The grantee must demonstrate that
projects and activities that receive loans
or other assistance under this grant will
improve the cost-effectiveness of fuel
purchases for persons in eligible areas.
No more than 4 percent of grant funds
may be used for planning and
administrative expenses of the revolving
fund.

Available Funds and Award
Limitations

The amount of funds available for
grants in FY 2001 is $5,000,000. The
number of grant awards depends on the
amount, quality, and competitiveness of
applications submitted. RUS reserves
the right to make one award in the full
amount of $5,000,000. If, as a result of
the evaluation of applications as
provided in this NOFA, one or more
applications are scored within 10 points
of the application with the highest rank
order, the RUS Administrator shall limit
individual grant awards to $3,000,000

and fund such grant applications in
rank order, except that the
Administrator may exceed the
$3,000,000 individual grant limit to
ensure that grants are made in the
aggregate amount of $5,000,000. RUS
will advise applicants if it can not fully
fund a grant request.

Eligible Applicants

Section 19 of the RE Act restricts
eligible applicants to State entities, as
defined above, in existence as of
November 9, 2000. State grant recipients
may partner with other entities,
including other government agencies in
carrying out the programs funded under
these grants.

How To Apply For Assistance

Grant applications should be prepared
in conformance with the provisions of
this NOFA and applicable USDA
regulations including 7 CFR parts 3015
and 3016. Applicants must submit a
completed Standard Form (SF) 424,
“Application for Federal Assistance,” a
narrative grant proposal that establishes
eligibility and addresses the selection
criteria, and all required supporting
information and documents. The
applicant should submit an original and
two copies of the proposal, with all
required forms and documentation in
one package as provided in the
Addresses section of this NOFA.

Copies of required forms are available
by request from the Agency contact or
online through the RUS website at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/electric/
index.htm. Because of the short time
period allowed for preparation and
submittal of applications in this new
grant program, RUS encourages
applicants to consult with the agency
contact person to resolve any questions
or uncertainties about what is required
to prepare and submit a grant
application.

What To Include in the Application

Applicants should follow the
guidelines of this notice in preparing
their applications. The completed
application should be assembled in the
order specified with all pages numbered
sequentially. The applicant must submit
the following information for the
application to be complete and
considered for funding:

Part A. SF 424, “Application for Federal
Assistance”

A completed SF 424 must be signed
by an official authorized to submit the
proposal on behalf of the State entity.
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Part B. Grant Proposal

The grant proposal is a narrative
description prepared by the applicant
that establishes the applicant’s
eligibility and includes an assessment of
the need for grant funds, a description
of plans for use of grant funds, the
potential benefits to be derived, and a
proposed budget. Summary descriptions
are adequate. Lengthy submissions are
discouraged. The proposal should
contain the following sections in the
order indicated.

1. Executive Summary. The Executive
Summary is a one page narrative
summary that: (a) Identifies the State
entity applying for the grant and the key
agency contact with telephone and fax
numbers, mailing address and email
address; (b) states the amount of grant
funds requested; and (c) provides a brief
description of the proposed program
including the estimated number of
potential beneficiaries, i.e., persons or
communities in eligible areas, their
estimated fuel needs, the projects and
activities to be financed through the
revolving fund, and how financed
projects and activities will improve the
cost effectiveness of fuel procurement.
The Executive Summary should also
indicate whether the applicant is
claiming additional scoring credits.

2. Applicant Eligibility. A brief
narrative statement and supporting
evidence establishing that the applicant
is a State entity as defined in this notice,
was in existence as of November 9,
2000, and has the legal authority to
enter into a financial assistance
relationship with the federal
government. Examples of supporting
evidence of eligibility include a
reference to or copy of the relevant state
statute, regulation, executive order, or
legal opinion.

3. Assessment of Needs and Estimates
of Potential Beneficiaries. In concise
narrative form, estimates of the number,
location, and population of potentially
eligible areas in the State, and their
estimated fuel needs and costs. The
applicant should describe the criteria it
uses to identify eligible areas, including
the characteristics that make fuel
deliveries by surface transport
impossible or impractical and
contribute to high energy costs. The
population estimates should be based
on U.S. Bureau of Census publications,
where available. The applicant may
support its assessment with exhibits
such as maps, summary tables, and
references to statistical information from
the Bureau of the Census, the Energy
Information Administration, state
agencies, or private sources. Inclusion of
information identifying the population

in eligible areas may qualify the
applicant for additional scoring credits
based on the rurality of the area to be
served.

The applicant should provide any
appropriate information on the
economic challenges facing potential
beneficiaries including whether the
eligible areas include a Federally-
identified Empowerment Zone or
Enterprise Community (EC/EZ) or a
USDA designated Champion
Community. The list of currently
approved EC/EZ may be found at the
EZ/EC website at: http://www.ezec.gov
or may be requested from the agency
contact. The list of currently designated
Champion Communities may be found
on the EZ/EC website at http://
www.ezec.gov/Communit/
champions.html or requested from the
agency contact.

4. Program Overview. The applicant
should describe the applicant’s existing
or proposed State revolving loan fund
program, its proposed criteria for
establishing eligibility of projects and
activities to be financed through the
program, how the program will improve
the cost-effectiveness of fuel supply
acquisition for eligible areas, and its
proposed methods for evaluating
program performance. The description
should address the following:

a. Revolving fund program structure
and management including its
organizational structure, method of
funding, legal authority, loan
management experience, staff resources,
the goals and objectives of the program,
and any related services provided to
program participants. If the revolving
fund program is not yet operational, a
proposed implementation schedule and
milestones should be included. The
applicant may, but is not required to,
supplement its brief description with
attachments to its application, such as,
for example, annual reports, brochures,
and loan agreements.

b. Beneficiary eligibility and
selection. A brief description of any
requirements to qualify for funding and
the criteria to be used in establishing
eligibility of projects and activities to be
financed through the program. The
applicant should describe how the
potential beneficiaries will be informed
of the revolving fund availability.

c. Cost effectiveness of funded
projects and activities. The applicant
should explain how the proposed
revolving loan fund program will help
provide cost-effective means of meeting
fuel supply needs in eligible areas. The
applicant should identify aspects of its
program that encourage adoption of
financially sustainable energy practices,
adequate planning and investment in

bulk fuel facility operations and
maintenance, and cost-effective
investments in energy efficiency taking
into account resources available and
characteristics of energy use within the
eligible areas. For example, the
revolving fund could support loans to
upgrade fuel handling and storage
capability, to fund the advance
purchase, delivery and storage of fuel,
and to secure volume and other
purchase discounts. Where possible, the
applicant should estimate the amount of
cost savings to be realized and provide
some documentation or references to
support its statements on savings and
improved services. The applicant
should also describe how it plans to
evaluate program success in
conformance with its goals and
objectives.

5. Proposed budget for use of grant
funds. A proposed budget should be
submitted on SF 424A, “Budget
Information—Non-Construction
Programs.” The budget identifies how
the grant funds will be used. No more
than 4 percent of the grant funds can be
used for planning and administrative
expenses of the revolving loan fund.
The applicant should also identify the
source and amount of any other funds
that will be used to support and sustain
the revolving fund activities. There is no
requirement for supplemental or
matching funds under this grant
program; however, RUS will award
additional selection points to applicants
based on the ability to support and
sustain the revolving fund, including
through access to additional funding.

6. Any additional information that
addresses the selection criteria or that
the applicant believes relevant.

Part C. Additional Required Forms and
Certifications

The Applicant shall execute and
submit with the initial application the
following forms and certifications
establishing compliance with other
federal requirements:

SF 424B, ““Assurances—Non-
Construction Programs”

SF LLL, “Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities”

Form AD-1052, “Certification
Regarding Drug-Free Workplace
Requirements, States and State
Agencies”

“Certification Regarding Debarment,
Suspension and Other Responsibility
Matter—Primary Covered
Transactions” as required under 7
CFR part 3017, Appendix A.

These forms may be obtained from the
Agency contact listed above or through
the RUS website at http://
www.usda.gov/rus/electric/index.htm.
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Review of Applications

All applications for grants must be
delivered to RUS at the address listed
above or postmarked no later than
August 6, 2001 to be eligible for FY
2001 grant funding. RUS will review
each application for conformance with
the provisions of this NOFA. RUS may
contact the applicant for additional
information or clarification. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.
Applications conforming with this
NOFA will then be evaluated
competitively by a panel of RUS
employees selected by the
Administrator and points awarded as
described in the Evaluation Criteria and
Weights Section below. After assigning
points based on those criteria, the
applications will be listed in rank order
to the Administrator of RUS who will
award the grants. The Administrator
reserves the right to add 10 points to
any proposal to ensure geographic
distribution. Applications will then be
funded in rank order until all available
funds have been expended. If one or
more applications are scored within 10
points of the application with the
highest rank order, the RUS
Administrator shall limit individual
grant awards to $3,000,000 and fund
such grant applications in rank order,
except that the Administrator may
exceed the $3,000,000 individual grant
limit to ensure that grants are made in
the aggregate amount of $5,000,000.
RUS will advise applicants if it can not
fully fund a grant request.

Selection Criteria and Weights

RUS will evaluate each application
according to the selection criteria
described in this NOFA and award
points up to the maximum number
indicated under each criteria.

1. Proposed Program Design (Maximum
20 Points)

Reviewers will consider the approach
and viability of the applicant’s program
design, including the goals and
objectives of the program, the proposed
criteria for establishing eligibility of
projects and activities for loans and
financial assistance, and how the
program will improve the cost-
effectiveness of bulk fuel purchases.
Reviewers will also consider the extent
to which the proposal will promote the
adoption of financially sustainable
energy practices, adequate planning and
investment in bulk fuel facility
operations and maintenance, and cost-
effective investments in energy
efficiency taking into account the
resources available and the
characteristics of energy use within

eligible areas. The reviewers will
consider the applicant’s proposed
budget, the adequacy of resources, and
the evidence of sound loan and
financial management practices.

2. Assessment of Needs and
Identification of Potential Beneficiaries
(Maximum 20 Points)

Reviewers will consider the
applicant’s identification of potential
beneficiaries, i.e. persons in eligible
areas, the applicant’s assessment of bulk
fuel needs, the costs, including delivery
costs of fuel for the beneficiaries, and
the challenges to be addressed by the
program. Information on the severity of
physical and economic challenges
affecting eligible areas will be
considered.

3. Evaluation Methods (Maximum 10
Points)

Reviewers will consider the
applicant’s proposed measures to
evaluate and report on the success and
cost-effectiveness of projects and
activities financed by the revolving loan
fund and whether the results obtained
will contribute to program
improvements for the applicant or for
other States seeking to implement
similar programs.

4. Demonstrated Experience (Maximum
5 Points)

Reviewers will consider the past
accomplishments and experience of the
applicant, including whether the
applicant has demonstrated experience
in administering a revolving fund
providing financing for bulk fuel
purchases or facilities.

5. Comparative Rurality (Maximum 20
Points)

Reviewers will consider the rurality of
the eligible areas proposed to be served
with grant funds to assure that the needs
of less densely populated rural areas are
considered. For purposes of determining
the rurality of the eligible area,
applicants shall use the latest
publications of the Bureau of the
Census. If the majority of persons in
eligible areas live outside of
communities of 2,500 persons or more,
the applicant will receive 15 points. If
the majority of persons in eligible areas
live outside of communities of 5,000
persons or more, the applicant will
receive 10 points. If the majority of
persons in eligible areas live outside of
communities of 20,000 persons or more,
the applicant will receive 5 points. If the
majority of persons in eligible areas live
in communities of more than 20,000
persons, the applicant will receive no
points. Any proposal, however, that

gives priority in assistance to projects
that benefit persons living outside of
communities of 2,500 or more will
receive 5 additional points.

The following examples, each of
which assumes a total population of
12,000 within eligible areas, illustrate
how points will be awarded for
comparative rurality under this
criterion:

Case 1: There is one community of
4,000 within the eligible areas. The
majority of persons (i.e. 8,000 of 12,000)
live outside of communities of 2,500 or
more. Award: 15 points.

Case 2: There are two communities.
One has a population of 2,600; the other
has 5,100. The majority of persons (i.e.
12,000 — 5,100=6,900) live outside of
communities of 5,000 or more, but not
outside of communities of 2,500 or
more. Award: 10 points.

Case 3: There are two communities.
One has a population of 2,000; the other
has 7,000. The majority of persons (i.e.
7,000) live outside of communities of
20,000, but not outside of communities
of 5,000. Award: 5 points.

6. Program Support (Maximum 5 Points)

Reviewers will consider the ability of
the applicant to support and sustain the
revolving fund, including access to
additional funding sources. If the
proposal includes additional funding
from state or other sources to support
the revolving fund, the maximum 5
points will be awarded.

7. Participation by EZ/EC (Maximum 10
Points)

Reviewers will consider whether the
eligible areas include a Federally-
identified Empowerment Zone and
Enterprise Community (EC/EZ ). If the
eligible area includes at least one EC/EZ
area, 10 points will be awarded. The list
of currently approved EC/EZ areas may
be found at the EZ/EC website at:
http://www.ezec.gov or may be
requested from the agency contact.

8. Participation by Champion
Community (Maximum 8 Points)

Reviewers will consider whether the
eligible areas include at least one
community that is a USDA identified
“Champion Community.” If a Champion
Community is included in the eligible
areas, 8 points will be awarded. The list
of currently approved USDA champion
communities may be found at the EZ/EC
website at http://www.ezec.gov/
Communit/champions.html or may be
requested from the agency contact.

Grantee Requirements

RUS will notify successful grantees of
the awards. Successful applicants will
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be required to execute a grant agreement
satisfactory to RUS, complete additional
forms, and otherwise comply with
applicable federal statutes and
regulations required by USDA. Among
other matters, the grantee may be asked
to provide information, documents, and
agreements necessary to comply with
applicable environmental regulations
and will be required to provide periodic
financial and performance reports and
submit a final project performance
report.

Other Federal Statutes and Regulations

Several other federal statutes and
regulations apply to proposals
considered for review and to the grant
awarded. These include, but are not
limited to:

7 CFR part 15, subpart A—
Nondiscrimination in Federally
Assisted Programs of the Department
of Agriculture—Effectuation of Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

7 CFR part 3015—Uniform Federal
Assistance Regulations.

7 CFR part 3016—Uniform
Administrative Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements to
State and Local Governments.

7 CFR part 3017—Governmentwide
Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement) and
Governmentwide Requirements for
Drug-Free Workplace (Grants).

7 CFR part 3018—New Restrictions on
Lobbying.

7 CFR part 3052—Audits of States,
Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Organizations.

Dated: July 2, 2001.

Blaine D. Stockton,

Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.

[FR Doc. 01-16971 Filed 7-5-01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Treasury Rate Loan Program

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: On December 22, 2000, the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS), United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), published a Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) in the Federal
Register at 65 FR 80830 announcing the
availability of $500 million in direct
Treasury rate electric loans for fiscal
year (FY) 2001. RUS is distributing
direct Treasury rate electric loans by
offering those municipal rate electric
loan applicants whose qualified

applications were pending at the time of
the enactment of Pub. L. 106-387 the
option of selecting the direct Treasury
rate in lieu of the municipal rate for
their loans. RUS is contacting applicants
in the order of priority that their
applications for municipal rate loans
would otherwise have been funded
using the loan processing priorities
published in 7 CFR 1710.119.

The NOFA stated that RUS expected
the $500 million in available funding
would be exhausted on or before July 1,
2001. As of June 15, 2001, RUS had
approved $473 million of Treasury rate
electric loans. Borrowers have
committed to switch an additional $17
million of pending qualifying
applications to the new program. It is
anticipated that the remaining balance
of funds available will come from the
backlog of qualifying applications for
loans from RUS under the Rural
Electrification Act.

As of May 31, 2001, the backlog for
municipal rate loans is approximately $
426 million. With this fact in mind, RUS
fully anticipates to obligate loans for the
full amount of the Treasury rate
program by September 1, 2001, as stated
in the NOFA. Therefore publication of
regulations to allocate the small balance
currently outstanding will not be
necessary.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert O. Ellinger, Chief, Policy
Analysis and Loan Management Staff,
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Rural
Utilities Service, Electric Program,
Room 4023 South Building, Stop 1560,
1400 Independence Ave., SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-1560,
Telephone: 202-720-0424, E-mail
rellinge@rus.usda.gov.

Dated: June 28, 2001.
Blaine D. Stockton,
Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.
[FR Doc. 01-16972 Filed 7-5-01; 8:45 am)|
BILLING CODE 3410-15-P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
Sunshine Act Meeting

AGENCY: Commission on Civil Rights.

DATE AND TIME: Friday, July 13, 2001,
9:30 a.m.

PLACE: U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
624 Ninth Street, NW., Room 540,
Washington, DC 20425.

STATUS:

Agenda

I. Approval of Agenda.
II. Approval of Minutes of June 8,
2001 Meeting.

III. Announcements.

IV. Staff Director’s Report.

V. Recommendations to Congress for
National Electoral Reform.

VI. “Federal Efforts to Eradicate
Employment Discrimination in State
and Local Governments” Report.

VII. Future Agenda Items.

CONTACT PERSON FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION: David Aronson, Press and
Communications (202) 376—-8312.

Edward A. Hailes, Jr.,

General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 01-17113 Filed 7-3-01; 3:20 pm]
BILLING CODE 6335-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of the Census
[Docket Number 001215359—-0359-01]
RIN Number 0607-XX62

The Census 2000 Count Question
Resolution Program

AGENCY: Bureau of the Census.
ACTION: Notice of Program.

SUMMARY: On January 22, 2001, the
Bureau of the Census (Census Bureau)
published in the Federal Register an
initial notice relating to the Census 2000
Count Question Resolution (CQR)
program (66 FR 6574). This notice
provides information concerning the
CQR program as well. The CQR program
will address corrections for three types
of challenges: (1) boundary corrections,
(2) geocoding (geographic assignment)
corrections, and (3) data processing
corrections. (See the heading “Types of
Corrections that will be Considered for
the Census 2000 CQR Program” in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.)
The CQR program is not a mechanism
or process to challenge the March 6,
2001, decision of the Secretary of
Commerce to release unadjusted
numbers from Census 2000 for
redistricting purposes; nor is it a
mechanism or process to challenge or
revise the numbers sent to the President
on December 28, 2000, to be used to
apportion the U.S. House of
Representatives.

The CQR program procedures include
researching challenges and, as
appropriate, making corrections and
issuing revised official population and
housing unit counts, which also will be
used for the Gensus Bureau’s Postcensal
Estimates program. Challenges will not
be accepted to the overseas counts of
persons in the military and federal
civilian personnel stationed overseas
and their dependents living with them.
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