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Monday, April 16, 2001

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

25 CFR Part 151

Acquisition of Title to Land in Trust;
Delay of Effective Date

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Delay of effective date of final
rule; request for comments.

SUMMARY: This action temporarily
delays for 120 days the effective date of
the rule titled ‘‘Acquisition of Title to
Land in Trust,’’ that we published in the
Federal Register on January 16, 2001.
We are extending the comment period
in order to seek comments on whether
the final rule should be amended in
whole or in part or withdrawn in whole
or in part.
DATES: The effective date of the
Acquisition of Title to Land Trust rule,
amending 25 CFR Part 151, published in
the Federal Register of Tuesday,
February 20, 2001, at 68 FR 10815, is
delayed from April 16, 2001, to August
13, 2001. Comments must be received
by June 15, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments on
whether the final rule should be
amended in whole or in part or
withdrawn in whole or in part to: Terry
Virden, Director, Office of Trust
Responsibilities, MS 4513–MIB, 1849 C
Street NW., Washington, DC 20240. You
can also submit comments by electronic
mail to: TerryVirden@bia.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terry Virden, Director, Office of Trust
Responsibilities, Mail Stop: 4513–MIB,
1849 ‘‘C’’ Street NW., Washington, DC
20240; telephone 202–208–5831;
electronic mail: TerryVirden@bia.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
action temporarily delays for 120 days
the effective date of the rule entitled
‘‘Acquisition of Title to Land in Trust,’’
published in the Federal Register on
January 16, 2001, at 66 FR 3452. On
February 5, 2001, the Department

published an extension of the effective
date of the amended rule from January
16, 2001, to March 17, 2001. 66 FR
8899. On February 20, 2001, the
Department published a correction to
the rule published on February 5th and
corrected the delay effective date to
April 16, 2001. 66 FR 10815. This
document now extends the effective
date of the final rule from April 16,
2001, an additional 120 days, to a new
effective date of August 13, 2001, in
order to seek comments on whether the
final rule should be amended in whole
or in part or withdrawn in whole or in
part.

During the extension of the effective
date of the final rule to April 16, the
Department reviewed the rule and
decided it should solicit public
comments on whether to amend the rule
in whole or in part or to withdraw the
final rule in whole or in part. During
this 120-day delay of the effective date
of the final rule, the Department will
seek comments for 60 days on whether
the final rule should be withdrawn in
whole or in part or amended in whole
or in part. At the end of the 120 days,
the Department will evaluate the
comments received and make a
determination on whether to amend the
rule in whole or in part or to withdraw
the final rule in whole or in part. Given
the imminence of the effective date of
the final rule, seeking prior public
comment on this temporary delay
would have been impractical, as well as
contrary to the public interest in the
orderly promulgation and
implementation of regulations.

To the extend that 5 U.S.C. section
553 applies to this action, this extension
of the comment period is exempt from
notice and comment because it
constitutes a rule of procedure under 5
U.S.C. section 553(b)(A). Alternatively,
the Department’s extension of the
comment period without opportunity
for public comment is based upon the
good cause exceptions in 5 U.S.C.
sections 553(b)(3)(B) and 553(d)(3), in
that seeking public comment on the
extension of the effective date is
impractical, unnecessary and contrary
to the public interest.

Dated: April 11, 2001.
James McDivitt,
Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs
(Management).
[FR Doc. 01–9382 Filed 4–13–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–02–M

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 258

[FR–6964–9]

Project XL Site-Specific Rulemaking
for Buncombe County Landfill,
Alexander, Buncombe County, North
Carolina

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is today proposing a site-
specific rule to implement a project
under the Project XL program, an EPA
initiative to allow regulated entities to
achieve better environmental results at
decreased costs. Project XL (‘‘eXcellence
and Leadership’’) was announced on
March 16, 1995 as a central part of the
National Performance Review and EPA’s
efforts to reinvent environmental
protection. Today’s proposal would
provide regulatory flexibility under the
Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA), as amended, for the
Buncombe County Solid Waste
Management Facility, Alexander,
Buncombe County, North Carolina
(‘‘Buncombe County’’).

Buncombe County, the State of North
Carolina, and EPA signed a Final Project
Agreement (FPA) for a project under
EPA’s Project XL to use certain
bioreactor techniques at its municipal
solid waste landfill (MSWLF),
specifically, the recirculation of landfill
leachate, with the possible addition of
water, to accelerate the biodegradation
of landfill waste, to decrease the time it
takes for the waste to reach stabilization
in the landfill, and to promote recovery
of landfill gas. The principal objective of
this XL project is to demonstrate that
leachate can safely be recirculated over
a liner that differs from the liner
prescribed in EPA MSWLF regulations.
To implement this project, Buncombe
County will need relief from certain
regulatory requirements in EPA
regulations which set forth the design
and operating criteria for MSWLFs.

Under existing regulations, leachate
recirculation in Cells 1 and 2 is
authorized because those cells were
constructed using the prescribed
composite liner. The proposed rule to
allow leachate recirculation over an
alternative liner would apply to
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