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(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Los
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office (LA
ACO), FAA. Operators shall submit their
requests through an FAA Principal
Maintenance Inspector, who may concur or
comment and then send it to the Manager,
LA ACO.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the LA ACO.

(d) If any nut torque is below minimum
torque and no hub assembly crack is found
before disassembly inspection, after retorque
in accordance with the applicable
Maintenance Manual, a special flight permit
for one flight below 100 knots indicated
airspeed may be issued in accordance with
sections 21.197 and 21.199 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 and
21.199) to operate the helicopter to a location
where the requirements of this AD can be
accomplished.

(e) The flange and torque inspections shall
be done in accordance with the
Accomplishment Instructions, Part I,
paragraph 2.A., steps (1) through (7) and Part
II, paragraph 2.B., steps (1) through (6), (8),
and (9) of MD Helicopters Inc. Service
Bulletin SB900–072, dated December 10,
1999. This incorporation by reference was
approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from MD Helicopters Inc., Attn: Customer
Support Division, 5000 E. McDowell Rd.,
Mail Stop M615–GO48, Mesa, Arizona
85215–9797, telephone 1–800–388–3378 or
480–891–6342, fax 480–891–6782. Copies
may be inspected at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region, 2601
Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas; or at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700,
Washington, DC.

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
May 1, 2001.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on April 2,
2001.

Eric Bries,
Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 01–8619 Filed 4–13–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2001–NM–76–AD; Amendment
39–12177; AD 2001–07–11]

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Learjet
Model 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 31, 35, 36, and
55 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is
applicable to all Learjet Model 23, 24,
25, 28, 29, 31, 35, 36, and 55 series
airplanes. This action requires an
inspection to determine if tires on the
main landing gear have a certain part
number and certain serial numbers, and
replacement with a tire having a part
number that does not contain those
certain serial numbers, if necessary.
This action is necessary to prevent
separation of the tread of main landing
gear tires, which could cause damage to
the structure and major systems of the
airplane, and consequent reduced
controllability of the airplane on the
ground during takeoff and landing. This
action is intended to address the
identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective May 1, 2001.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of May 1,
2001.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
June 15, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM–114,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2001–NM–
76–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055–4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Comments may be submitted
via fax to (425) 227–1232. Comments
may also be sent via the Internet using
the following address: 9-anm-
iarcomment@faa.gov. Comments sent
via fax or the Internet must contain
‘‘Docket No. 2001-NM–76-AD’’ in the
subject line and need not be submitted
in triplicate. Comments sent via the
Internet as attached electronic files must

be formatted in Microsoft Word 97 for
Windows or ASCII text.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from Learjet,
Inc., One Learjet Way, Wichita, Kansas
67209–2942. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at
the FAA, Wichita Aircraft Certification
Office, 1801 Airport Road, Room 100,
Mid-Continent Airport, Wichita, Kansas;
or at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Busto, Aerospace Engineer,
Systems and Propulsion Branch, ACE–
116W, FAA, Wichita Aircraft
Certification Office, 1801 Airport Road,
Room 100, Mid-Continent Airport,
Wichita, Kansas 67209; telephone (316)
946–4157; fax (316) 946–4407.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
has received reports that certain main
landing gear tires have lost the entire
tread during takeoff or landing of Learjet
Model 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 31, 35, 36, and
55 series airplanes. Investigation by the
tire manufacturer indicates that during
manufacturing, a block of tires were
processed that contained certain faults.
The tire manufacturer has determined
that tires having part number (P/N)
178K23–5 within the serial number
range of 0148xxxx through 0152xxxx
were affected. Separation of tire tread
from the main landing gear tires could
cause damage to the structure and major
systems of the airplane, and consequent
reduced controllability of the airplane
on the ground during takeoff and
landing.

Explanation of Relevant Service
Information

Bombardier (Learjet) has issued
Advisory Wire (AW), 32–021, dated
February 5, 2001, which describes
procedures for inspecting Goodyear
Flight Eagle main landing gear tires to
determine if a certain part number and
certain serial numbers are installed. The
AW also describes procedures to replace
any of the specified tires with new or
serviceable tires having a part number
containing a serial number other than
those specified in the AW.
Accomplishment of the actions
specified in the AW is intended to
adequately address the identified unsafe
condition.

The AW also references Goodyear
Service Bulletin GY SB 2001–32–001,
dated February 2, 2001, as an additional
source of service information for
accomplishment of the inspection, and
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replacement of main landing gear tires,
if necessary.

Explanation of the Requirements of the
Rule

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other airplanes of the same
type design, this AD is being issued to
prevent damage to major systems of the
airplane, and consequent reduced
controllability of the airplane on the
ground during takeoff and landing. This
AD requires accomplishment of the
actions specified in the AW described
previously, except as discussed below.

Differences Between the Service
Information and This AD

Operator’s should note that, although
the AW specifies that the inspection of
the main landing gear tires, and
replacement if necessary, should be
accomplished ‘‘prior to next flight,’’ this
AD requires that those actions be
accomplished within 5 days after the
effective date of this AD. We find that
a 5-day compliance time will provide
the operator with a reasonable time to
perform the inspection, but will not
adversely affect the safety of the fleet.

Determination of Rule’s Effective Date

Since a situation exists that requires
the immediate adoption of this
regulation, it is found that notice and
opportunity for prior public comment
hereon are impracticable, and that good
cause exists for making this amendment
effective in less than 30 days.

Comments Invited

Although this action is in the form of
a final rule that involves requirements
affecting flight safety and, thus, was not
preceded by notice and an opportunity
for public comment, comments are
invited on this rule. Interested persons
are invited to comment on this rule by
submitting such written data, views, or
arguments as they may desire.
Communications shall identify the
Rules Docket number and be submitted
in triplicate to the address specified
under the caption ADDRESSES. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments will be
considered, and this rule may be
amended in light of the comments
received. Factual information that
supports the commenter’s ideas and
suggestions is extremely helpful in
evaluating the effectiveness of the AD
action and determining whether
additional rulemaking action would be
needed.

Submit comments using the following
format:

• Organize comments issue-by-issue.
For example, discuss a request to
change the compliance time and a
request to change the service bulletin
reference as two separate issues.

• For each issue, state what specific
change to the AD is being requested.

• Include justification (e.g., reasons or
data) for each request.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the rule that might suggest a need to
modify the rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report that
summarizes each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this AD
will be filed in the Rules Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this rule must
submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 2001–NM–76–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations adopted herein will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national Government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, it is
determined that this final rule does not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132.

The FAA has determined that this
regulation is an emergency regulation
that must be issued immediately to
correct an unsafe condition in aircraft,
and that it is not a ‘‘significant
regulatory action’’ under Executive
Order 12866. It has been determined
further that this action involves an
emergency regulation under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979). If it is
determined that this emergency
regulation otherwise would be
significant under DOT Regulatory
Policies and Procedures, a final
regulatory evaluation will be prepared
and placed in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it, if filed, may be obtained from the
Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration amends part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding the following new airworthiness
directive:
2001–07–11 Learjet Inc.: Amendment 39–

12177. Docket 2001–NM–76–AD.
Applicability: All Model 23, 24, 24A, 24B,

24B–A, 24C, 24D, 24D–A, 24E, 24F, 24F–A,
25, 25A, 25B, 25C, 25D, 25F, 28, 29, 31, 31A,
35, 35A (C–21A military), 36, 36A, 55, 55B,
and 55C airplanes; certificated in any
category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent separation of the tread of main
landing gear tires, which could cause damage
to the structure and major systems of the
airplane, and consequent reduced
controllability of the airplane on the ground
during takeoff and landing; accomplish the
following:

Inspection, and Replacement if Necessary

(a) Within 5 days after the effective date of
this AD: Perform a general visual inspection
of the main landing gear tires to determine
if any tire has Goodyear part number (P/N)
178K23–5 within the serial number range of
0148xxxx through 0152xxxx inclusive, per
Bombardier (Learjet) Advisory Wire 32–021,
dated February 5, 2001.

Note 2: For the purposes of this AD, a
general visual inspection is defined as: ‘‘A
visual examination of an interior or exterior
area, installation, or assembly to detect
obvious damage, failure, or irregularity. This
level of inspection is made under normally
available lighting conditions such as
daylight, hangar lighting, flashlight, or drop-
light, and may require removal or opening of
access panels or doors. Stands, ladders, or
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1 42 U.S.C. 6294. The statute also requires the
Department of Energy (‘‘DOE’’) to develop test
procedures that measure how much energy the
appliances use, and to determine the representative
average cost a consumer pays for the different types
of energy available. 2 Reports for clothes washers are due March 1.

platforms may be required to gain proximity
to the area being checked.’’

Note 3: Bombardier (Learjet) AW 32–021
references Goodyear Service Bulletin GY SB
2001–32–001, dated February 2, 2001, as an
additional source of service information.

(1) If no tires have P/N 178K23–5, no
further actions is required by this paragraph.

(2) If any tire has P/N 178K23–5 but does
not contain any serial number 0148xxxx
through 0152 inclusive, no further action is
required by this paragraph.

(3) If any tire has P/N 178K23–5 and does
contain any serial number 0148xxxx through
0152xxxx inclusive: Before further flight,
replace the tire with a new or serviceable tire
that does not have P/N 178K23–5 with a
serial number 0148xxxx through 0152xxxx
inclusive.

(b) As of the effective date of this AD, no
person shall install a main landing gear tire
having P/N 178K23–5 that contains any serial
number 0148xxxx through 0152xxxx
inclusive, on any airplane.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Wichita
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO). Operators
shall submit their requests through an
appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then
send it to the Manager, Wichita ACO.

Note 4: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Wichita ACO.

Special Flight Permits

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Incorporation by Reference

(e) The inspection, and replacement if
necessary, shall be done in accordance with
Bombardier (Learjet) Advisory Wire 32–021,
dated February 5, 2001. This incorporation
by reference was approved by the Director of
the Federal Register in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may
be obtained from Learjet, Inc., One Learjet
Way, Wichita, Kansas 67209–2942. Copies
may be inspected at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington; or at the FAA,
Wichita Aircraft Certification Office, 1801
Airport Road, Room 100, Mid-Continent
Airport, Wichita, Kansas 67209; or at the
Office of the Federal Register, 800 North
Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington,
DC.

Effective Date

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
May 1, 2001.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on April 5,
2001.
Donald L. Riggin,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 01–9018 Filed 4–13–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

16 CFR Part 305

RIN 3084–0069

Rule Concerning Disclosures
Regarding Energy Consumption and
Water Use of Certain Home Appliances
and Other Products Required Under
the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act (‘‘Appliance Labeling Rule’’)

AGENCY: Federal Trade Commission.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Federal Trade
Commission (‘‘Commission’’)
announces that the current ranges of
comparability for clothes washers will
remain in effect until further notice.
Under the Appliance Labeling Rule
(‘‘Rule’’), each required label on a
covered appliance must show a range,
or scale, indicating the range of energy
costs or efficiencies for all models of a
size or capacity comparable to the
labeled model. The Commission
publishes the ranges annually in the
Federal Register if the upper or lower
limits of the range change by 15% or
more from the previously published
range. If the Commission does not
publish a revised range, it must publish
a notice that the prior range will apply
until new ranges are published. The
Commission is today announcing that
the ranges published on May 11, 2000
will remain in effect until new ranges
are published.
EFFECTIVE DATE: April 16, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Hampton Newsome, Attorney, Division
of Enforcement, Federal Trade
Commission, Washington, DC 20580
(202–326–2889); hnewsome@ftc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Rule
was issued by the Commission in 1979,
44 FR 66466 (Nov. 19, 1979), in
response to a directive in the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act of 1975.1
The rule covers eight categories of major
household appliances, including clothes
washers. The Rule also covers pool

heaters, 59 FR 49556 (Sept. 28, 1994),
and contains requirements that pertain
to fluorescent lamp ballasts, 54 FR
28031 (July 5, 1989), certain plumbing
products, 58 FR 54955 (Oct. 25, 1993),
and certain lighting products, 59 FR
25176 (May 13, 1994, eff. May 15, 1995).

The Rule requires manufacturers of all
covered appliances and pool heaters to
disclose specific energy consumption or
efficiency information (derived from the
DOE test procedures) at the point of sale
in the form of an ‘‘EnergyGuide’’ label
and in catalogs. It also requires
manufacturers of furnaces, central air
conditioners, and heat pumps either to
provide fact sheets showing additional
cost information, or to be listed in an
industry directory showing the cost
information for their products. The Rule
requires manufacturers to include, on
labels and fact sheets, an energy
consumption or efficiency figure and a
‘‘range of comparability.’’ This range
shows the highest and lowest energy
consumption or efficiencies for all
comparable appliance models so
consumers can compare the energy
consumption or efficiency of other
models (perhaps competing brands)
similar to the labeled model. The Rule
also requires manufacturers to include,
on labels for some products, a secondary
energy usage disclosure in the form of
an estimated annual operating cost
based on a specified DOE national
average cost for the fuel the appliances
uses.

Section 305.8(b) of the Rule requires
manufacturers, after filing an initial
report, to report certain information
annually to the Commission by
specified dates for each product type.2
These reports, which are to assist the
Commission in preparing the ranges of
comparability, contain the estimated
annual energy consumption or energy
efficiency ratings for the appliances
derived from tests performed pursuant
to the DOE test procedures. Because
manufacturers regularly add new
models to their lines, improve existing
models, and drop others, the data base
from which the ranges of comparability
are calculated is constantly changing.
To keep the required information
consistent with these changes, under
Section 305.10 of the rule, the
Commission will publish new ranges if
an analysis of the new information
indicates that the upper or lower limits
of the ranges have changed by more
than 15%. Otherwise, the Commission
will publish a statement that the prior
ranges remain in effect for the next year.

The annual reports of clothes washers
have been received and analyzed by the
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